
Chad B. Hess grew up in a Central Florida cow town, in a two-bedroom cottage built by his 
great-grandfather. The vanishing charms of Old Florida inspired him to search elsewhere for 
things old and authentic, which he found in droves upon first visiting the Holy City twenty-
five years ago. 
Chad spends most of his days making a living as a lawyer, and he sees God’s handiwork in lots 
of the seemingly indirect routes he’s been led down in life. God’s navigational chart took Chad 
to Catholic school for the first nine years of his education, despite the fact that his family were 
not churchgoers and probably hadn’t had a Catholic in the family tree in 400 years. At age ten, 

Chad asked to be baptized. He served as an altar boy for many years and gained a love of liturgy. In law school, Chad 
felt a strong call to explore Anglicanism. He underwent his own individual English Reformation, finding within the 
Anglican tradition a deliberate expression of ancient, catholic sacrament and zeal for making the Word known through 
vibrant preaching and teaching.
After graduating from law school in 1999, Chad moved to South Carolina, took the bar exam, and promptly found 
a job––in Washington, DC! In 2002, Chad returned to Charleston, where he married the former Tracey Erickson.
Circumstances took Chad and Tracey back to Florida, and in 2006, God led them to a newly organized Anglican church. 
Over the course of twelve years at that church, Chad and Tracey had the privilege of serving God and their neighbors 
through Alpha course leadership, liturgy assistance, and children’s ministry. In 2009, they welcomed twin boys, Tanner 
and Peyton. In early 2018, God opened the door for the Hess family to return to Charleston––just weeks after they 
had gone to contract on a new home in Tallahassee. With God’s help, they got out of the contract and instead made a 
home in Mount Pleasant. Chad now practices in Charleston with Rogers Townsend, defending hospitals, doctors, and 
nurses in medical malpractice cases. Chad, Tracey, and their sons are active members of St. Philip’s Church. 

ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH
142 Church Street | Charleston, SC  29401
(843) 722-7734 | www.stphilipschurchsc.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday

8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Friday  

Buffet lunch served

First Wednesday Men’s Lunch
December 4 at noon

Donations accepted

Speaker: Chad B. Hess St. Philip’s Church Parish House
corner of Church & Cumberland 

  


