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For the past six years, I have continually thanked God for the opportunity of 
being a part of your journey.  Whether it was through baptisms or weddings; 

worship services or meetings; coffee or lunch; or celebrating the lives of the 
saints, I have seen God at work among you and in you!  As I write my final words 
to you, Central Union Church, I find myself welling up with tears of gratefulness 
for the love you have lavished on our world and on my family.

Early in my time here, you collectively named a mission that I was eager to put 
into action- 

  “We Engage and Embrace ALL as we seek to Embody Christ!”  

During my years, my hope has been that we would look beyond ourselves (me-ism) and see each other as 
God does (Engage ALL!); be audacious in our acceptance of one another (Embrace ALL!); and allow the 
Spirit’s work to free our truest self found in Christ alone (Embody Christ).  

With that in mind, we began to sing our weekly congregational response, Christ Beside Us, based on St. 
Patrick’s prayer from the 400’s CE.  At the conclusion of each service, I would glance at the many singing this 
song from heart and memory and it absolutely delighted me!  You see, for me, declaring the truth of that song 
has always been the most important theological work we have engaged.  Just think of it…the permeating 
presence of Christ everywhere!

Spirituality is about awakening to what already is.  God already surrounds you, though at times God may 
feel hidden.  We are awakening to the never failing love that always has been; to grace that is undeserved 
yet lavished upon each of us; to forgiveness for the countless ways that we have chosen a path lesser than 
God’s ideal of love; mercy that grants a restorative justice to our relationships and world…and that’s just the 
beginning!  

After six years, I do hope God is even more alive to you not because of me, but because you see God’s 
presence more fully in each other.  You are the Body of Christ!  You are the manifestation of God’s goodness 
and life in our world!  You are the community gathered to discern the great mission of God for this moment 
and enact it together!

I leave these beautiful islands with a profound sense of aloha.  While my time was shorter than I dreamed, I 
am looking forward to a needed period of rest and renewal as I discern the next chapter of my life.  As I leave, 
I wish I could give each a hug, share our hearts and find that in God’s community, there is no such thing as 
endings…only stories of resurrection and new life!

As a minister in the United Church of Christ, one of our covenants we commit to is to respect the congregation’s 
need to move forward as well as give space for a new spiritual leader to rise by removing oneself from 
engagement within the community.  The good news is that you have an amazing child and servant of God in 
Rev. Brandon Duran!  We have been partners in ministry for five years and I have no doubt that he will do a 
great job leading CUC by embodying Christ among you!  I am so thankful he is willing to step up as the Acting 
Senior Minister and my prayers are with him daily!

As the proverbial fork in the road arrives, I offer a final prayer from Catherine of Siena for you …

 You, O eternal Trinity,

  area  deep sea into which, 

 the more I enter,

          the more I find.
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 And the more I find, 

the more I seek.

O abyss, O eternal Godhead,

O sea profound,

what more could you give me than yourself?

Amen.



3

Council Talking Points

Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong.
1 Corinthians 16:13 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

Our Council year has just begun, yet we are officially at the mid-point of our 
calendar and financial year.  While we make slow, measured steps toward 
reopening and our new “normal”, we are able to assess the profound impact 
Covid-19 has had on the operations of our church.  I am hopeful that many of 
you were able to join in our financial update presented by our Treasurer, Craig 
McGinnis, on June 28.  We are faced with many of the economic drivers of 
our revenue either being flat, greatly diminished, or close to zero.  One thing 
the shut-down has done is expose vulnerabilities in our funding streams.  As 
a Council, we are charged with ensuring that Central Union survives and thrives into the future.  We will be 
forced to make difficult decisions in the days ahead to ensure that we live within our means.  We ask for your 
continued prayers as we forge the path to come.

Some updates from our last Council meeting:
• We have begun in-person worship in accordance with our reopening plan with initial gatherings using 
the guidance that outdoors is safe.  Both our Honolulu and Windward campuses have been able to take 
advantage of our beautiful outdoor space.  A huge upside of our worship experience has been the reception 
of our online offerings.  Facebook “views” of our Sunday morning worship have remained consistent at 
750-800, while our Pohnpeian Ministry is averaging close to 1,000 Facebook views per week.
• Central Union Preschool is opening for summer with enrollment capped at 71 children and protocols and 
procedures have been adjusted to accommodate Covid guidelines.  The new playground slide has been 
installed and the playground project begun earlier in the year will be fully ready for the keiki to enjoy.
• Deep cleaning and sanitation have been underway in preparation of our campuses reopening.  In the 
meantime, our Honolulu campus is being well utilized with our Punahou parking lot serving as a Covid-
testing space and food drives conducted by “Help is On the Way”.
• Adult Day Care reopened June 1.  Attendance has been limited due to social distancing requirements 
and limitations of space, but participation has averaged between 27 and 30 since the start. 
• Nathan Wong and Bruce Luxton have taken on the role of “Reopening Liaisons” to serve as an interface 
with the congregation and staff as reopening plans are developed and implemented.  They can be 
contacted at reopen@centralunionchurch.org with questions, suggestions or ideas.
• Pastor David Rivers will conclude his time at CUC on July 5.  We will celebrate his and the Rivers ‘Ohana 
time with us and wish them aloha with a drive-through parade from 5:00 – 6:30 on that Sunday evening.  
The family will be stationed on the Sanctuary steps and you can send your well-wishes as you drive past 
in the safety of your car.

Some takeaways from our discussions include the belief that moving forward we will hold fast to many of our 
traditions, but we will be looking at news ways of doing things as well.  Online worship and other forms of 
spiritual development seem here to stay.  Our congregation has found new ways to engage with each other 
during the time of Covid and we will continue to find ways to reach out and support our church and each other.  
We are stronger for our diversity and the unity that binds us together as we seek to be Christ’s presence in 
this day and time.  As the refrain from the hymn goes, we ask God to “Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage, for 
the facing of this hour”.

Martha Balkin, Council Chair
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Just a Little More Light: Translating Hope
Evie Hao, Church Member

Just a little more light…

 to touch the places in us yearning for hope.

 to see the most vulnerable.

 to illumine our world once more.

 Just a little more light…          

 –Excerpt from poem by Rev. Larry Peers 

Faith Action for Community Equity hopes to add to that “little more light” by serving our community.
First, in April we helped to put together 15,000 face shields for our health workers.  Lately, we became 

language translators.   

     Our local families, veterans, and small businesses can get direct financial, health, and medical help from 
the federal government’s Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act and the Families 
First Coronavirus Response Act. 

    There are 15 categories of aid with long descriptions on how to access that help. Imagine the near 
impossibility for someone who is still learning English to wade through this sea of technical English!  How 
can we make it accessible to all who qualify?

    Recognizing this as an equity issue, Faith Action accepted Senator Brian Schatz’s request for translating 
the material into other languages. We were assigned Cantonese and Tagalog. 

    University of Hawaii Faith Action intern Raymond Chen immediately gathered his contacts and friends in 
the Chinese cultural and business communities who quickly combined their resources to complete the 
Cantonese translations in less than a week! 

    Finding the Tagalog translator took longer.  Eventually, a university professor fluent in both English and 
Tagalog  was found and she completed the translation in three days.

    “My goodness, what an important public service you all 
are performing!” said Senator Schatz.

     We know there are still many needs to be met.  We 
invite everyone to join Faith Action in adding “just a little 
more light.” 
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Adult Day Care Re-opening
The Arcadia Adult Day Care has re-opened! Below are the highlights and measures taken to safely take 

care of our Kapuna.
Census

o Daily average census from 6/1 – 6/12/20 = 28
o Total active clients (those who returned) = 46

Infection control measures
o  Wellness screening continues with employee-volunteers from other departments scheduled for screening 
shifts between 7 am – 10 am.
o Visitors are still not allowed into the Center.
o Frequent hand-hygiene continues and use of sani-cloth to sanitize high touch surfaces throughout the 
day.
o Clients are wearing face masks when going out for walks and will wear it throughout the day. However, 
we still see that the face masks will not be worn throughout the entire day or worn properly by clients.
o  Staff are continuing to wear PPE including the surgical face mask and safety goggles.  Due to challenges 
wearing the goggles for the entire work day (i.e. steams up and it becomes difficult to see), we have 
decided to switch over to safety glasses w/ side guards which should be arriving within the next few days.

Clients
o Staff are beginning to see the clients get back into their comfort zone and see them engaging/socializing 
more with each other.  Families have also noticed this change at home.

Staff
o Have made adjustments to shifts to ensure adequate coverage throughout the day. This sometimes 
depends on the level of care and the duration that the client may be at the Center (i.e. needing 1:1 care 
like feeding assistance during dinner service).

Virtual Caregiver Support Group
o  This was offered to family caregivers of day care as well as home health clients.
o   A total of 7 individuals participated and shared that what they appreciated most was being able to 
connect with others and the session on relaxation.
o Starting in July we will look to offer monthly virtual educational classes that we hope will equip family 
members with the right tools as they navigate through their role as a family caregiver.

Communication
o We are continuing frequent communication with Central Union Church which includes conference calls 
with Carl Schlack (CUC Council) as well as sharing of any communication sent to clients/families.
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Hawaiian Mission Houses Featured The Womens League 
1920s Cookbook Recipe: Hartford Election Cake

A recipe for “Hartford Election Cake” by Mrs. Charles Grey from the 1920 Sixth Edition of the Hawaiian         
Cook Book compiled by the Womens’ Society of Central Union Church in Honolulu, Hawai’i.

Hartford Election Cake harks back to a pre-
American Revolutionary War tradition of cake 

sales on public election days in New England, 
popular throughout the later 18th, 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Prior to the prohibition era, however, this 
sweet and spicy cake recipe would have likely also 
included brandy. Here is your first free 1920s recipe 
to enjoy while watching Cemetery Pupu Theatre 
Online! More to come...


