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when God blesses us in a manner we had not yet
experienced.

“Do not remember the
former things, or consider
the things of old. I am
about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you
not perceive it? I will make
a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.”
Isaiah 43:18-19

Isaiah’s encouragement, “Do not remember the
former things…” simply means, do not let yourself
get hung up on the idea that things need to look
a certain way or feel a certain way. God is alive,
active, and is busy creating new life within us and
around us. Do not allow the particulars of the past
prevent you from perceiving the new life in the
enjoy history. In my theological education I used present.
most of my electives units to focus on ancient near
eastern studies. I wanted to know more about the This January we are embarking on our stewardship
historical context of the scriptures which shape our campaign with a theme built from Isaiah 43:19, “All
faith. Any cursory study of the Bible reveals that Things New.” Our hope is that you will join this
I am not alone in my valuation of the past. Again stewardship campaign in a new way. In the past it
and again the Bible tells us to remember. We are may have been common to ask the question, “How
encouraged to retell stories, to reclaim promises, much does the church need?” Yet this year, each
to recount scriptures, and to remember the things of us is invited to consider a different question, a
of old. With this emphasis as a backdrop, God’s deeper question, perhaps a new question, “God
exhortation in the prophet Isaiah seems out of what are you calling me to share in response to
your goodness in my life?” This question is about
place.
more than finances, it’s about faith formation. This
“Do not remember the former things, or consider year, our stewardship campaign begins not with a
the things of old.”
pledge card but with a prayer for stewardship which
has always been a practice of faith.
In our culture which so highly values novelty and
praises that which is new, this verse could seem Throughout the month of January, you will be
to be saying, “out with the old and in with the new.” invited to take part in this journey of faith formation.
This is a sentiment many are quick to embrace Through prayerful activities, daily devotionals,
as we are eager to wash our hands of 2020 and and Sunday services we will together be looking
ready to dive into 2021. However, scripture does and listening for God’s call upon us, the people of
not discount the past. In fact, the scriptures very Central Union Church. As the new year dawns, we
existence and role in our life of faith is a testimony look ahead with hope. We trust that the Holy Spirit
to the importance of the former things. So, what is is already busy creating ways for us to be blessed
this verse saying?
and to be a blessing. Friends, let us join together
in this stewardship campaign with our focus firmly
“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, fixed on the God who makes all things new.
do you not perceive it?”

I

Our God creates, renews, re-creates, and makes
all things new. God’s creative act isn’t bound to the
story of Genesis. God’s new creation isn’t limited
to life after death or the end of days. Today, this
very day, God is creating and renewing yet again.
How do we miss the new thing God is up to? We
can become so accustomed to seeing things and
doing things in a particular way that we miss it
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Council Talking Points
Martha Balkin, Council Chair

2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the new is here!”

W

elcome 2021! I am not sure I have ever been so ready to turn the
page on the calendar as this year. The start of a new year is always
full of possibilities. I would imagine most of us have made resolutions, those
promises to ourselves to be “better” in some way or do things differently.
Whether it’s exercising more, eating healthier, or getting organized, it requires
an attitude shift as we drop old habits, in favor of those that we believe will
lead us to our better selves.
That is also true for our church. The past year has forced us to look with a new lens at how we do
things. Our mission has remained true, to be a beacon of God’s love, hope and promise for our world.
But we have been forced to reevaluate and recreate the execution of that mission when faced with
realities of the pandemic. And as throughout history, we have opened our eyes to the reality that God
is creating and recreating daily – the old is gone and the new is here.
We kick off the year with our stewardship campaign, with a theme “All Things New”. We will be praying,
studying and contemplating how we are called to share our blessings in 2021. This campaign is being led
by Bruce Luxton and reflects a foundational belief that giving is an expression of our faith. Stewardship
is understood as a spiritual practice, rather than simply funding the budget.
The Nominations and Governance Committee is completing a redrafting of our Bylaws that will be
presented to the congregation for consideration in the coming months. Begun in 2019 but temporarily
suspended, the Committee began meeting again on a weekly basis last August to thoroughly review
the Bylaws and to draft revisions that not only simplify the rules of governance for our church in a clear
and understandable manner, but also provide the flexibility to address the many challenges we face if
we are to remain a beacon that lights the way for generations to come.
The Interim Minister Search Committee has also been hard at work discerning a path forward for our
church during this time of transition. The committee has looked at models used by the UCC and is also
gaining a thorough understanding of the current needs of our church as well as our existing limitations.
The committee is committed to ensuring visionary leadership so that Central Union flourishes into its
future.
We will be bringing forward these various initiatives to the congregation in the coming months. We
step forward in faith, trusting that God has great things in store for Central Union Church. It’s our 2021
resolution, to step boldly into the new creation that God has put before us.
Happy New Year!
Connect with Martha at council-chair@centralunionchurch.org or by phone at 808-497-6602.
Messages for the Council can be sent to council@centralunionchurch.org.
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All Things New!

W

Bruce Luxton, Stewardship Committee Chair

e are all blessed to be a part of the family of
Central Union Church. It has been a gift to
me and my family to participate with so many of
you in the life of our church. It is my role in this
writing to tell you about our January Stewardship
Campaign. I personally would feel like I missed
the an opportunity if I did not spend some of my
time telling you what I have seen recently in your
church. Even in this time of great difficulty, your
church continues to move forward as a Christian
hand of God’s work.

a year ago. Just as changing our Stewardship
program to January was unplanned and unthinkable.
This is a year of change, and we determined this
would continue to be a year that witnessed many
new things. As your Church Council considered
stewardship, it became clear to us that giving is a
part of an individuals spiritual journey. The giving
of money and time to your church is part of your
pathway to Christian growth. In an effort to assist
our congregation on this journey we created an
opportunity for all our members to consider the
Through these “quiet” months your church has been connection between your giving and your relationship
very noisy, making an effort to keep the Christian with God. We call this process, “All Things New”.
message out in the community. Your church has “All Things New” is from the biblical statement that
been carried by the love and conviction of Pastor God can make all things new. We have approached
Brandon and Pastor Mary. They have worked beyond this new stewardship campaign from a position of
“tirelessly” to keep the congregation connected. prayer and thought. We would like you to consider
They have provided prayers and guidance for your church and ask God how he would like you to
many of our members. They continue to look for grow and give in faith. In order to prepare you to
opportunities to connect our congregation members make a giving commitment we will be sending your
together and to carry our Christian message.
daily devotionals, either electronically or printed by
Recently we have all had the opportunity to enjoy mail. We encourage you to read the devotionals and
our church during the Advent season leading to have a faithful walk through the process of making
Christmas. The Christmas services in particular a giving decision.
required a lot of creativity.
Pastor Brandon
responded by creating four live services and one
great Virtual Service on Christmas Eve. Two of the
“live services” were delivered on the Great Lawn,
in the fashion of a drive-in movie. They were well
attended. In addition we had two live services in
the Sanctuary with the traditional candle lighting
sermon at the end of the service. It was not perfect,
but it was beautiful.

I know this is different, but it feels like a good
difference. When you have had the time to watch the
devotionals and pray, we will send you an Estimate of
Giving Card. This replaces the old pledge card. This
form allows you to indicate your level of commitment.
We ask that each congregation member establish a
weekly or monthly giving program. The easiest way
is to authorize your bank or credit card to make a
regular reoccurring gift. The Estimate of Giving card
has a place on the back for your information and
signature. You are free to change or cancel the gift
at any time. We hope to have this Estimate of Giving
form back to the Church by the end of January.

Your church continues to move in our community. In
a leadership role I have been privileged to witness
the great work of our members Fanny Yueng and
Veronica Cheung. They have helped organize and
staff the program called “Serving Aloha”. I have
had the opportunity to watch the work of the faithful
women of our church as they reopened the Thrift
shop, under the leadership of Joan Murata. In
addition have all witnessed the joy of the Aloha Lanai
program every Sunday after the Virtual Service.
Our members Regina Shimomura and Glenn Uejio
provide colorful bits of information to keep us all
involved.

Thank you for your support of the church. Your
church continues to thrive due to your participation.
You keep God’s
work active and alive
in Central Union
Church through your
gifts of time and
money.

All of these programs might have been unthinkable
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We are certainly in His grip!

J

Don Clifford, Interim Minister Search Committee Chair

anuary is the month of beginnings. As we all wonder if we should
hesitantly step into the new year, being off balance from the immense
changes to all our lives during 2020, know that we are certainly in His grip!
Step forward confidently, deliberately, with purpose and in faith knowing
these truths: Faith in God, His Son and the Holy Ghost that is alive and well
in each of us. Faith in each other and what we will accomplish together in
2021 as a church with open hearts and open minds. Faith in our Church
and the momentum of its deep missional roots going back 134 years this
year! And, faith in our Island’s leaders, our State’s leaders and our Nation’s
leaders that they too have grown from our collective experiences in 2020.
Aside from faith, also step forward with thankfulness. There have been
many silver linings in the clouds of 2020. Pastor Brandon and Pastor
Mary are two of those silver linings. They have stepped up and served
the congregation with love and inspiration during one of the church’s most
difficult times in its history. In case you haven’t thanked them recently – reach out and thank them. And
importantly, pray for them.
Lastly, as we move forward together in 2021 please know that the congregation has a dedicated
Interim Minister Search Committee (IMSC) working on behalf of the entire congregation. The IMSC
was appointed by Council this past September and has been working diligently since October. Its
members represent a wide cross-section of the congregation’s opinions. On behalf of the IMSC we
want to thank all of you that have written to us at IMSC@CentralUnionChurch.org and shared your
prayers, passionate stories, thoughts and suggestions. We welcome and request as much input from
the congregation as possible. Please watch for and read our periodic IMSC eBlasts in 2021!

Notice of the Annual Budget Meeting
On January 31st we will gather for our Annual Budget meeting via a Zoom webinar. Together we
will reflect on the financial challenges we’ve faced as a church in the last year. Together we will adopt
a plan to move forward with faith. The difficulties of this last year have revealed the strength we have
as the body of Christ when we work together. Central Union’s best moments and ministries in 2020
were all marked by collaboration and by grace. Let us continue to live into this deep truth by coming
together at the start of 2021 at our Annual Budget meeting. This gathering will be about more than
line items and charts, it will be about how we will live into the calling God has given us.
Please make your attendance a priority as we require a quorum of 100 members to conduct our
church’s business. Mark your calendars now for this very important meeting in the life of our church.
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White Gifts Success!

Rebecca Woodland, White Gifts Chair

A

miracle happened on Sunday, December 13. In the space of 45 minutes, all the White Gifts were
picked up by the various social service agencies we partner with each Christmas season. Thanks
to your generosity, we were able to provide over 700 gifts for people in need in our local community.
Based on personal conversations with representatives from each agency, gifts were purchased to fill
the specific needs of the agencies and the people they serve. Hale Kipa, Next Step, Keauhou Shelter,
Hawaii Meals on Wheels, PACT, and Fernhurst are
among the recipients. Most of the gifts are destined for
people who are in transition, living in homeless shelters
or temporary situations. Some are for kupuna who are
housebound.
This year, due to the pandemic White Gifts had to take
on an entirely different form. The adaptation turned out to
be hugely beneficial for everyone ~ donors, volunteers,
and recipients. To minimize risk and reduce contact, all
gifts were purchased and sorted by one person. The gifts
were left unwrapped, at the request of the agencies. (I
learned that gifts have to be unwrapped before giving
them to their clients, to be sure that the size and kind of
gift was not inappropriate for that individual!) Every gift
was bagged and tagged according to item and agency,
thus simplifying the curbside pick-up process.
To all of you who contributed financially to this White
Gifts endeavor, THANK YOU! Special thanks to Carolyn
Kuahulu, Pastor Mary Herbig, the church accounting
office, and all of you who made our 2020 White Gifts a
great success. You are bringing joy to the lives of hundreds
of individuals who would otherwise receive no Christmas
gift. May God bless you all.

Next Step and Keauhou Shelter pick up their gifts
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Hale Kipa picks up their gifts

CENTRAL UNION WINDWARD MINISTRY
38 Kaneohe Bay Drive, Kailua
January 2021
All are welcome to join us!
In-Person Worship Service
Sundays at 10:00 AM

Sermon by Kahu Richard Walenta & music by Dr. Tommy Yee

All attendees are required to sign in with contact information, have a non-contact temperature check,
and follow the Covid-19 rules set by Central Union Church. CUW Members and friends will receive a
weekly reminder, general guidelines and the CUC Covid-19 Certification via email several days before
the service date. Printed guidelines are on the check-in tables at the back of the sanctuary and should
be reviewed before being seated.
For more information, please contact us at cuwindward@gmail.com
or at 808-254-3802
Additional CUW links to like and follow:
https://www.facebook.com/CentralUnionWindward
https://www.instagram.com/central_union_windward/
#centralunionwindward
Joda Derrickson is scheduling a new session of Zoom meetings each Wednesday evening from 6:307:00 PM from now through May 12, 2021. Details are listed below:
Topic: Lightshine Centering Prayer
Date/Time: Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:00 PM (HST)
Zoom Meeting ID: 843 8682 3920
Passcode: G7xTS9

LOVE NEVER FAILETH
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