Weekly Advocacy Update, February 23, 2026

ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY

LD 838 - An Act To Explore Public Financing And Ownership Of Electric Transmission And
Distribution Infrastructure

Summary: As amended (a second time), the bill would set up a council to study public
financing of electric transmission and distribution infrastructure.

Implications: It could lead to a shift away from investor-owned utility models toward
greater state involvement in energy infrastructure. While public financing could potentially
lower borrowing costs, it would also shift long-term financial risk to ratepayers and
introduce uncertainty into existing utility planning and cost-recovery frameworks. This
could raise questions about the future of infrastructure investments.

Upcoming Work Sessions:

Wed 3/4 10:00 AM @ Cross, Room 211

LD 307 - An Act Regarding Energy, Utilities And Technology

Summary: As amended, the bill establishes a council to review the impacts of data centers
and includes a moratorium on data centers 20mw or larger until July 2028.

Implications: Without greater representation from the business community, it risks missing
important real-world information in its review and recommendations. The moratorium
would also send a signal to the business community that Maine is not welcoming data
center development, despite having not yet had a thorough understanding of the energy,
environmental, and economic impacts of data centers.

Upcoming Work Sessions:

Wed 3/4 1:00 PM @ Cross, Room 211



