Weekly Advocacy Update February 23rd, 2026

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES
LD 2174 – An Act to Streamline Environmental Permitting for Renewable Energy Development
Summary: The bill establishes firm processing deadlines for state permits related to solar, wind, energy storage, and certain transmission projects. If the relevant state agency fails to issue a decision within the required timeframe, the application is automatically deemed approved. The bill also limits municipalities from enforcing local ordinances that are more stringent than state standards for these developments and directs the creation of a permit-by-rule process for certain smaller solar projects (up to 100 acres).
Implications: The bill will provide certainty and increased permitting times for certain energy projects. It shifts more authority to the state by preempting local standards. For developers and investors, this lowers regulatory risk and could accelerate project deployment; for municipalities and local stakeholders, it could impact home rule.
Upcoming Public Hearings for LD 2174:
Wed 2/25 1:00 PM @ Cross, Room 216

LD 474 – An Act to Establish a Stewardship Program for Primary and Rechargeable Batteries
Summary: This bill was a concept draft. As amended, it establishes a statewide battery stewardship program in Maine. It requires producers of primary and rechargeable batteries — and products containing those batteries — to finance and operate (individually or collectively) a Department of Environmental Protection–approved stewardship program for collecting, transporting, and recycling covered batteries sold in the state.
[bookmark: _Int_JmSJEmYM]Implications: It shifts end-of-life management costs from municipalities to battery producers. It will increase compliance, reporting, and infrastructure costs for manufacturers and importers, which may be passed through the supply chain. The bill creates market access conditions tied to program participation and sets detailed geographic collection mandates, introducing long-term operational and regulatory obligations for companies selling batteries or battery-containing products in Maine. It will reduce the number of batteries ending in landfills and could prevent the number of fires at waste management facilities.
Upcoming Public Hearings for LD 474:
Wed 2/25 10:00 AM @ Cross, Room 216







