
Thinking Maps at LPS

Thinking Maps are a visual language for thinking.  Studies show that patterns help us predict what comes
next.  This applies in all areas of life, when we know what to expect, we are better able to prepare
ourselves and focus our attention to the details and information rather than concerning ourselves with the
process.  With this knowledge, Thinking Maps has recognized that there are only 8 different fundamental
thinking skills and have therefore created eight different maps for the students to learn.  By linking these
eight (8) cognitive functions to a unique visual representation, the language of Thinking Maps becomes a
tool for supporting students.  Learning Prep School is using Thinking Maps through all content areas,
therapies and electives to provide a consistent visual language throughout the school to support students
in reading, listening, speaking, and writing.

Learning Prep has been reintroducing the Thinking Maps program both to our staff and students to
ensure that all aspects of the map are being taught and utilized.  In September, we began rolling out the
maps one at a time.  By doing so, we are allowing for a deeper understanding of each map.  Our
students and teachers already have a strong understanding of the basic fundamentals of how each map
works.  This year, the primary focus has been on recognizing the cognitive vocabulary associated with
each map, which will foster student independence.  In addition, we are focusing on the Frame of
Reference which allows students to cite evidence, see the big picture, draw conclusions, predict what
happens next and see different points of view.

Marla Jacobs, Cheryl Baggen and Dana Haberman comprise the Thinking Maps team at LPS.  Each of
these individuals has undergone extensive training over the past year and are excited to revitalize the
Thinking Maps program within our community.  In addition to training our teachers and staff, we are also
offering training to parents on November 4, at 6:30 PM on Zoom.

If you are interested in learning more about Thinking Maps, please complete this Google Form to register
for the Parent Training on Thursday, November 4th at 6:30 PM. A Zoom link will be sent out the week of
the meeting. Parent Training Registration

https://forms.gle/PxFvTcHNNxgJ2TEQ7

