
 

Past Recipients 

Jim Fawcett (2019) –Jim has been competing in sports his entire life. Competitive hockey, competitive 
tennis and competitive rowing.  He has been on the Member Committee since 2009.  In his first three 
years he served as the “Tournament Chair” organizing and running the club tournaments.  From 2012 
to present, Jim has dedicated his time to the club’s juniors, serving as “Junior Chair”.  Some of his 
accomplishments are “Let’s Play” for young tennis players and “Stroke of the Week” for older juniors, 
the Family Friday Night Mixer, Adult/Youth Mentoring Program, the annual Red Ball Tournament, the 
annual Junior Tournament, and Junior Ladder Development. Jim has taken his personal time to study 
the sport of tennis and receive coaching certifications. Jim and his family all modelled in the fashion 
show for three years. He is always willing to help with odd jobs and has encouraged others to 
volunteer as well.   
 
Enid Harrison (2017) – Enid was recognized for her long-time support and various volunteer positions 
and responsibilities at the club. Enid served on the Tennis Executive (TE) committee (2008-14), the 
Board (2011-14) and was Share Secretary (2012-2019) when the shares were dissolved. She was editor 
of the e-mail monthly newsletter (2011-2015). Enid and Paul Sutcliffe were key volunteer organizers 
for the 2015 and 2016 OTLBC Music Series. This series brought 4 (one per month) Juno nominated 
musicians to the club to play concerts. Some of her accomplishments on the Tennis Executive were 
formalizing the process and nomination guidelines for the Dave Fleming award and the nomination 
process for new TE members. She was responsible for recruitment of new people each year.  Enid, 
along with the Board of Directors and management was instrumental in formulating and promoting the 
OTLBC values. Enid and club professionals organized and promoted the 2014 and 2015 Davis cup 
tournaments at the club.  She and the General Manager conducted a review and study of court usage 
and time slots. Enid Harrison is always a willing volunteer past, present and future.  

Sue Widyaratne (2015) – Sue was recognized for initiating and chairing the Fundraising Committee 
from 2009-2013. A member since 1994, she was also the New Member Chair of the Tennis Executive 
(2005-06), and was a member of the Board of Directors (2011-14). She and her committee created a 
plan and a template for a major annual fundraising event to support the club’s Capital Improvements 
Fund. She also developed the club’s Sponsorship Policy that sets out the entitlements and fees 
associated with sponsorship opportunities for Sustaining Partners, fundraising event partners and 
tournament sponsors. Her commitment to ensuring the long-term sustainability of the OTLBC through 
her voluntary contributions are exemplary and is a worthy recipient of the Dave Fleming Volunteer 
Spirit Award.  

Shawn Barker (2013) – Shawn was recognized for his significant contributions to junior tennis as NCTA 
interclub captain, his role in club management and governance through his participation in the TE 
(2007 – 2010 – two years as President) and Board (2008-2011) and his technical contributions as 
informal IT manager which includes managing the website for several years, integrating a secure on-



 
line financial transaction system with the web (updated again in 2013), transitioning the club’s email 
system to @otlbc.com domain, and developing the layout and managing the distribution of the 
electronic newsletter for several years. His technical acumen and talents alone have saved the club 
much money in IT support costs over the years  

Stan Goldberg (2011) – A member since 2000, Stan was recognized for his longstanding contributions 
to the daytime members of the Club including serving as Vice President of the Tennis Executive in 2005 
and filling in as the Daytime Chair for two years. He has been instrumental in coordinating the daytime 
mixed round robin for nine years and under his leadership, this round robin has grown into one of the 
Club’s most popular daytime activities. Stan has also fostered an environment of friendship that has 
led to the creation of two other regular doubles’ groups on Mondays and Wednesdays. He also 
initiated two, now-annual, events: the Closing Luncheon at the Club for Mixed round robin players and 
the Fall breakfast at Perkins restaurant.  

Don Armstrong (2009) – A member since 1974, Don was recognized for his varied and longstanding 
contributions to the club including, as Vice President in 1980, chairing the constitutional committee 
which created the Tennis Club Constitution, constructing the historical display for the Club’s 1981 
centennial celebration, running the Masson Cup tennis tournament from 1996-2004, his role as Playing 
Chair of the Tennis Executive from 2004-2007, running the Sunday night men’s doubles league since 
2000, and his commitment to running the tennis ladders since 2004.  

Don Shropshire (2007) – Don was recognized for his significant contributions to the Tennis Executive in 
1998 and 1999 and his service on the OTLBC Board from 2000-2008. During his tenure as President and 
Past President of the Board, he led a strategic planning initiative to assist the club in determining the 
best avenue for achieving the long-term sustainability of the club.  

David Rhynas (2005) – David served on both the Tennis Executive (Secretary in 1998, 1999, President 
in 2001, Past President in 2002) and the Board of Directors (President in 2006, 2007, Past President in 
2008). His accomplishments as President include the reconstruction of courts 5 through 12, helping 
organize the Club’s 125th anniversary celebrations, and modernizing the tennis dress code. David also 
demonstrated a huge commitment to junior development by bringing the U14 Canadian Nationals to 
the OTLBC for three years (2002-2004), acting as Tournament Chair in 2002 and Co-Chair in 2004.  

Nick Coomber (2003) – Our resident gardener, Nick has been tending the OTLBC gardens for more 
years than is polite to mention. His commitment to ensuring a lovely floral and perennial garden 
surrounding the courts and at the outside entrance – remain evident for all to see. He served on the 
Tennis Executive in various roles from 1978 to 1981, was Chair of the Centennial Committee in 1981, 
President of the Tennis Executive in 1982 and President of the Board of Directors from 1999 to 2001.  

 



 
Laval Fournier (2001) – Laval received the Award in recognition of his tremendous contribution to new 
members by initiating and running the new member round robins – a critical playing activity to 
integrate new members at the club. These round robins remain an important activity at the club today 
even though Laval has handed the reigns over to others.  

Karen Baker (1999) – Karen’s role as enthusiastic and creative party planner during her many years as 
Social Chair were the inspiration for recognizing her with this Award. She has served in various 
capacities on the Board and Tennis Executive for over ten years and also planned the successful 
celebrations of the Club’s 125th anniversary.  

 


