
Evergreen Day School (EDS) has been a beloved and 
well-respected preschool for children in the greater 
Cambridge-Belmont area for the past thirty-one 
years.  Known for its nurturing, high quality, play 
based learning model and its exemplary teachers 
and administrators, the school has an excellent 
reputation and has been awarded “#1 Preschool in 
Cambridge” for six years in a row by Reader’s Choice 
Awards.

Evergreen is dedicated to creating a preschool 
experience, that lays the foundation for a lifetime of 
learning while also fostering budding social skills and 
good citizenship.

  
Prior to COVID, EDS had consistently strong 
enrollment and  a solid financial footing. The one and 
only drawback of the school is the physical space:  it’s 
located on the back side of the Sancta Maria Nursing 
Facility, the entrance is next to a loading dock, and 
there are no window in the classrooms.  The space 
has become more of a challenge  and a priority to 
resolve given COVID-19 regulations, which require 
more square footage per child, more ventilation, and 
a greater need for each classroom to be self-
contained. Plus the ceiling leaks! The need for a 
newer, larger, freestanding environment has never 
been more critical.

After several years of an exhaustive search that 
explored other locations for the school, EDS came full 
circle and found a tremendous opportunity for a new 
site still on the Sancta Maria campus.  After months of 
negotiations and planning, EDS signed a 30 year 
lease for the freestanding building located right on 
Concord Avenue.  The one condition of moving into 
this new space is EDS is responsible for all of the 
building's renovation costs.

Building For A Brighter Future



The new site will include five classrooms to allow 
for up to 70 students – 

Orange Room 9 children Yellow Room 9 children 

Purple Room 16 children  Green Room 18 children 

Blue Room 18 children 

SITE PLANS

Prior to March 2020 and the declaration of the State 
of Emergency in Massachusetts which resulted in EDS 
having to close for the remainder of the 2019-2020 
school year, the school was in strong financial health. 
There were 77 children enrolled and a high six figure 
endowment which had been built thanks to many 
years of careful planning and charitable gifts made by 
grateful families. Immediately following Governor 
Baker’s mandate to suspend in-person learning, EDS 
pivoted to a robust and fun on-line program. 

Thanks to the tremendous leadership of Chris Foster, 
EDS Director, the school was able to reopen on 
schedule on September 9, 2020 with well  thought-
out COVID protocols in place.  Given the COVID 
protocols which significantly limit class sizes and 
more families making alternative plans for this 
school year, the enrollment for the 2020-2021 school 
year has been considerably down with the 
exception of our pre-kindergarten classroom.  

FINANCES AND IMPACT OF COVID-19

This new home of Evergreen will offer -

• Larger space that complies with the latest COVID-19
protocols

• Centralized location where we have built
our home for families

• Freestanding, three-story building

• Classrooms with operable windows and dedicated
bathrooms and handwashing stations

• Dedicated outdoor space

• Scenic location which overlooks Concord Avenue
and the Fresh Pond Golf Course

• Ability for a continued relationship with the nursing
home

The EDS Board of Trustees and its Site Planning 
Committee have engaged Davis Square Architects for 
this project.  The project broke ground in March 2021 
with the goal to be open and fully operational in the 
new facility in the fall of 2021.



$2,500 WINDOW NAMING 
(GIFT OF THE DONOR NAME)
• Bringing light to future generations of EDS students, new 

windows will be installed throughout the building

• Nameplate will be installed on each window

$1,000 LISTING ON DONORS WALL
• All gifts of $1,000 and above will be listed by name 

(unless anonymity is preferred) on a donor wall in the 
entryway of the school’s main entrance.

$500 TILE WALL OF CHILDREN’S 
HANDPRINTS/ARTWORK

$250 TILE WALL OF CHILDREN’S 
HANDPRINTS/ARTWORK

RECOGNITION OPPORTUNITIES

Pre-COVID the expectation was to fund this project 
for the new site of EDS with a combination of  some 
endowment funds, careful lender financing, and the 
expected benefits of a modest increase in 
enrollments and tuition.  By exercising prudent 
budget planning, the school could afford the added 
expenses as it grew into the new facility. Because of 
COVID,  the school’s expenses are up, the enrollment 
is down, and the need for the new site is greater 
than ever.  To bridge the gap from the old site to the 
new, the need for philanthropic support from the 
EDS community has never been greater. The 
completion of this project is the only way for EDS to 
thrive for decades to come. With your help, it’ll be 
assured!    

Having served the community and over 600 families 
for the past three decades, EDS has greatly enriched 
the lives of countless children and their caregivers.  
We currently have an opportunity to come together 
to give EDS a new physical home that matches 
the caliber of the school.  With your help, together we 
can build a brighter future for our children and 
generations more of EDS families.

VISION FOR THE FUTURE FUNDRAISING PRIORITIES 

Thank you for being part of our 31 years of history and community. We look forward 
to sharing the new EDS with you in the fall of 2021!  

PRICELESS EDS COMMUNITY MURAL 
(NO MONETARY GIFT REQUIRED) 
•  Under the Direction of EDS alumni parent and Artist, 

Lulu Davis, art project/mural, open to all children in the 
EDS community (current students and alumni), will 
need to adhere to COVID-19 protocols.

*Note: Naming opportunities for higher level gifts are also
available contact Debbie Fay for more information.

• Leave your family’s “mark” on the new building by
having your child’s handprint, name, or artwork go on a
personally designed tile.  8 x 10 inch tile and materials
supplied by EDS from MadebyMe

• Same as above but with a 6 x 6 inch tile
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