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SIGNS, TRAFFIC LIGHTS, AND PAVEMENT MARKINGS 
 

Traffic signs, signals, and pavement markings are necessary to regulate traffic. 

You must be able to recognize them immediately, and in the case of regulatory signs, obey them. 
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TRAFFIC SIGNS 

 

A sign's shape can tell you something about what it means before you are close enough to 

read it. You must know the following shapes and what they mean. 

7If you are familiar with the shape and color of the signs and their use; you will know that 

you should adjust your speed and driving manner before you can read the wording or 

symbol as you approach the signs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The octagon shape sign is used exclusively for stop signs.  

Slow down and come to a COMPLETE to stop. 

  

The rectangle shape is used for regulatory signs, which tell 

you what you can and cannot do. Some examples are: 

speed limit sign, school zones, any sign with a red circle and 

a slash through it,       parking, and loading zones signs. 

 
 

 

The diamond shaped sign gives a driver advance warning of an 

approaching danger. Slow down and proceed with caution.  

YELLOW diamond shaped in is used for general dangers 

ORANGE diamond shaped in is used in construction zones 

FLORESCENT YELLOW-GREEN is used specifically when there 

is the danger of crash into a person. 

FLORESCENT PINK is used when there is a temporary danger 

related to a bad crash, a man-made, or natural disaster. 

 

The triangle shaped sign with the point down is used exclusively 

for yield signs. Slow down and watch for pedestrians and traffic 

left, right and center.  

Be prepared to stop. If you get hit or do the hitting, you are 

responsible as you DO NOT have the right-of-way. 

 

The triangle shaped sign with the point sideways is used to 

indicate no passing zones. 

 

These two sign shapes are used exclusively for railroad 

crossing. The Yellow sighs gives you advance warning and 

the black and white one is AT THE CROSSING. 

 

The rectangle shaped sign with the longer dimension going 

horizontal is used for guide signs, and temporary traffic control 

signs. 

 

Other shaped signs are typically used for route marker signs. 
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The Color of the Sign helps you know the 

General Meaning before you can even read it. 
 

 

 

I 
Red - Used for Stop and Yield signs, DO NOT ENTER and WRONG WAY signs 

 

Orange - Used as background color for temporary traffic control signs. 

 

Yellow - Used as background color for warning signs and school signs 

 

Black - Used as background color for ONE WAY, night speed limit, and truck 

regulatory signs, and as words or symbols on signs with white, yellow, orange, 

florescent pink, and fluorescent yellow-green backgrounds 

 
White - Used as background color for most regulatory signs and some route 

markers, and as words or symbols on signs with red, green, blue, brown, and 

black backgrounds 

 
Blue - Used as background color for traveler services, information signs, 

emergency evacuation route signs, and as part of interstate and some state 

route markers 

 

Green - used as background color for guide and information signs, and as words 

on permissive regulation and parking signs 

 
Florescent Yellow-Green- used as background color for pedestrian, bicycle and 

school warning signs or anything to do with a potential danger of hitting an 

unprotected person. 

 

Brown - Used as background color for guide and information signs related to 

points of recreational or cultural interest. 

 

Florescent Pink - Used as background color for incident management signs 



 

 

Brought to you by: 

 

REGULATORY SIGNS TELL YOU WHAT YOU CAN OR CANNOT DO 
 

 
 

This sign means that you must stop completely. Give the 

right of way to pedestrians in your path and to all cross 

traffic before proceeding. 

You must stop before which ever you come to 1st: 

A stop line 

A marked or unmarked crosswalk  

Before entering the intersection. 

 

This sign means that you do not have the right of way.  

It tells you to slow down, so you can stop quickly if you 

must. It also means you must give the right of way to: 

Traffic in the intersection  

All traffic close enough to be dangerous  

Pedestrians crossing your path 

 

This sign indicates a one-way roadway with traffic coming 

against you.  

You must not enter from the direction you are traveling. 

 

This sign indicates you have made a wrong turn and 

entered a lane of oncoming traffic.  

Correct your position in the safest possible way. 

 

This indicates a “ONE-WAY STREET”.  

Traffic flows only in the direction shown by the arrow. 

 

“KEEP RIGHT”  

THIS sign directs traffic to the right of an obstruction, 
such as a raised median. 

Usually at the beginning of a divided Highway 
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MORE REGULATORY SIGNS… 
 

 

“SPEED LIMIT” - This is the maximum 

speed you can travel under IDEAL 

conditions. 

 

“CENTER LANE IS A SHARED LEFT-TURN LANE” 

Enter this lane only to make a left turn. 

Traffic from either direction may enter 

this lane to make a left turn. 

 

Left lane must turn left, 

Right lane may turn left or go straight 

No Right Turn is allowed. 

 

“RAILROAD CROSS BUCK” This sign is required at 
all public railroad crossings 
It means you MUST yield the right of way to a train. 

Since 2012, if there are not lights or gates at this 

crossing, there will be a YIELD or STOP Sign with it. 

 

You “MAY NOT turn LEFT or  

RIGHT ON A RED SIGNAL”.  

This sign is posted at an intersection with a  

Traffic Signal. 

 

“PARKING IS NOT ALLOWED” 
It may be one spot or the whole side of the street,  
look for other signs with more details. 

 

“LEFT TURN YIELD ON GREEN”  
This sign tells you that a left turn is permitted,  
but you must yield to oncoming traffic. 

*Starting in 2020, this sign is being replaced with the 
one below (It may take many years to be completed). 

 

“LEFT TURN YIELD TO ONCOMING TRAFFIC ON 

FLASHING YELLOW ARROW”.   
 

You do not have the right-of-way. 
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WARNING SIGNS TELL YOU ABOUT A DANGER AHEAD 
 

 

 

“ADDED RIGHT LANE” 

You are approaching a point where two roadways come 

together, but you are not required to merge.  

Another lane begins. Watch for traffic in the new lane.  

 

“DANGEROUS INTERSECTION”  

A roadway crosses this road. Be alert for cross traffic 

We will also teach you to “cover your brake” and check 
your rearview mirror in case you need to brake. 

 

“RAILROAD CROSSES THE HIGHWAY AHEAD”.  

Slow down, cover your brake, lower your music, check left and 
right and your rearview mirror as you prepare to stop if need. 

 

A 2-Way, Two-lane “NARROW BRIDGE AHEAD”.  
Approach with caution. 
Try not to be there at the same time as a large vehicle as 
there is a greater risk for a HEAD-ON collision. 

 

“NO PASSING ZONE” or Do not pass. 

The yellow pendant will be on the left side of the road. 

 

“RIGHT LANE ENDS” ahead.  

All traffic must merge into the left lane. 

Even if you are in the left lane, check for traffic in your right-
side mirror and blind spot that may be trying to pass you. 

 

“MERGING TRAFFIC” from the right.  

Be ready to change your speed and lane to allow the other 
motorists to merge safely with the main traffic. 

 

The road ahead has “TWO-WAY TRAFFIC”. 

Watch for oncoming cars.  

Greater risk for head-on collision. 

 

This section of the roadway tends to be MORE  

“SLIPPERY WHEN WET” then the typical roadway. 

It may be due to poor drainage or many big trucks dripping oil 
on the roadway.  Slow down and increase your space. 

 

“DIVIDED HIGHWAY ENDS  

You are leaving a separated roadway and entering a two-way 
road. Greater risk for head-on collision. 

 

“DIVIDED HIGHWAY BEGINS” 
Traffic is separated by a center strip (median) 
You are about to enter a one-way (direction) road, stay right. 
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FLORESCENT YELLOW-GREEN WARNING SIGNS 
These signs are reserved for situations where you may directly interact  

with a human being with little or no protection if you run into them. 
 

 

“PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALK” Ahead.  Slow down, cover 
your brake and be alert for people crossing.  

You are required to stop (yield) and wait for them to cross. 

 

“SCHOOL ZONE or SCHOOL CROSSWALK AHEAD”  

You are near a school building or grounds; slow down, drive 
with caution look for children and a reduction in the speed limit. 

This is also warning you that you are approaching where the 
children will be crossing. 

 

“SCHOOL CROSSWALK RIGHT HERE” 

Slow down, look for a crossing guard or police officer directing 
traffic. BE PREPARED TO STOP! 

 

“SHARE THE ROAD WITH BICYCLIST”. Bicyclist should ride 
in the same direction as cars and stay to the right side of the 
lane. They may use the whole lane. GIVE THEM SPACE.  
State law says at least 3 feet. We recommend as far away 
as safely possible. 

 

“BICYCLIST CROSSING RIGHT HERE”  

Slow down and Keep alert!  Even though they should obey 
the same laws as automobiles, they may not.   

 

“SCHOOL BUS STOP AHEAD”  

This sign is usually warning you because the bus stop is 
around a curve or over a hill and visibility is limited.  Slow down 
and cover your brake.  It may also be a busy road. 

 

“A MOBILITY CHALLENGED PERSON CROSSING AHEAD” 

Slow down and Keep alert!   

It may take them longer to cross and they may still be in the 
intersection when your light turns green! 

 

“CHILDREN PLAYING”.   

Slow down, drive with caution look for children near or in the 
street.  

Cover your brake and check your rearview mirror. 
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MORE WARNING SIGNS FROM THE DMV GUIDEBOOK… 

Every DIAMOND shaped sign is warning you about a danger AHEAD 
 

 

      

Cross Road Side Road T-Intersection Y-Intersection Angled Side Road Narrow Bridge 

 
 

   
 

Curvy Road Right Curve Sharp Right Turn Series of Turns Winding Road 
Advisory Speed 
Around Curve 

      

Divided Highway 
Begins 

Divided Highway 
Ends 

Roundabout Merging Traffic 
Road Entering 

Curve 
Added Left Lane 

      

Deer Crossing 
EMS/Fire 
Station 

Uneven Grade 
Crossing 

Traffic Signal Yield Sign Stop Sign 

      

Slippery      
When Wet 

Sharp Curve  
Right Here 

No Passing 
Zone Right Here 

Advisory Speed 
for Ramp 

Advisory Speed 
for Exit 

Low 
Clearance 

 
INCIDENT WARNING Signs - These signs are temporary and let you know when you should be prepared to stop or 
when roadways are closed or detoured due to a road user incident, natural disaster, hazardous material spill, or other 
unplanned incident.  These signs are fluorescent pink with black lettering. 
 
 

  
    

Be Prepared to Stop Right Lane Ends Exit Closed Detour Detour End Detour 
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GUIDE SIGNS – These signs are typically square or rectangular colored green, brown, or blue. 

They give information on intersecting roads, help direct you to cities and towns, and show points of interest 
along the highway. Guide signs can also help you find hospitals, service stations, restaurants, and hotels. 
 

Common types of Guide Signs are: 

Destination Signs - These green or brown signs are square or rectangular shaped with white lettering or 
symbols. They show direction and distance to various locations such as cities, airports, and state and 
parish/county lines.   

If the word “Exit” and number are written on the top left side of an exit sign, the exit lane or ramp is to the left 
and if the word “Exit” and number are written on the right side of an exit sign, the exit lane or ramp is to the right. 

 
SERVICE or INFORMATION SIGNS - These blue signs are square or rectangular shaped with white lettering 
or symbols. They show the location of various services such as rest areas, gas stations, hotels, or hospitals. 

  

 

Highway Evacuation Route - this highway is an emergency evacuation route. 
 

 

     
Hospital Food Lodging Telephone Fuel 

 
 

 
 
ROUTE NUMBER SIGNS - The shape and color of route number signs indicate the type of roadway: 
 

Interstate roads are statistically the safest and usually the most efficient way to get from point A to B. 
U.S. Highway roads were the most efficient way to travel across the U.S. before the interstate system.   
State roads are less efficient usually not as well maintained. Parish roads are typically narrow, and even less 
maintained than the state roads.  Both State and Parish roads are typically more rural and scenic. 
 

  FYI: ODD numbered roads go NORTH & SOUTH  •  EVEN numbered roads go EAST & WEST   
 

 

When an Interstate has THREE numbers (e.g., Interstate 220), 

the last two numbers tell you which interstate it spurs off I-20. 

If the first number is EVEN, (2), it tells you that the Interstate leaves 

I-20 and loops around the city and reconnects again with I-20. 

If the first of the three numbers is ODD, (e.g., Interstate 520), 

the (5) means that the interstate leaves I-20 and spurs off to  

another major city and does NOT reconnect with I-20. 

 

 
 

    

Interstate Route U.S. Highway Route State Route Parish Route 
 

  

DIRECTIONAL SIGNS 
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SIGNS IN CONSTRUCTION AREAS 
Orange warning signs tell you that workers, machinery, and barricades are just ahead. 

You may need to slow down, stop, or change lanes. 

 

CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE DEVICES 
Various traffic control devices are used in construction and maintenance work areas to direct drivers or 
pedestrians safely through the work zone and to provide for the safety of the highway workers.  
The most used traffic control devices are signs, barricades, drums, and cones, tubes, flashing arrow 
panels and flag persons.  Orange is the primary color for these devices. 
 
 

FLAG PERSONS 
Flag persons are often provided in highway and street work zones to stop, slow down or guide traffic 

safely through the area. Flag persons wear orange vests, shirts or jackets and some still use red 

flags or stop/slow paddles to direct the traffic through work zones. 
 

 

 
 
 

CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE SIGNS 
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CHANNELIZING DEVICES 
 

Barricades, vertical panels, drums, cones, and tubes are the most used devices to alert drivers of unusual or 

potentially dangerous conditions in highway and street work areas and to guide drivers safely through the work zone.  

At night they are often equipped with flashing lights. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The diagonal stripes on the barricade or vertical panel guide the driver to the direction in which traffic is to pass. 

Stripes sloping downward to the right mean the driver should bear to the right. 

Conversely, stripes sloping downward to the left mean bear to the left.  

 

 

 

 

Construction and maintenance signs are used to notify drivers of unusual or potentially dangerous conditions in or 
near work areas.  Most signs in work areas are diamond shaped. A few signs are rectangular 

 

HIGHWAY WORK ZONES 
Design engineers must ensure work zones are safe for both workers and motorists. 
Every road construction job includes plans for the protection of traffic. Engineers must 
decide how best to keep the traffic flowing while protecting the safety of the workers. 
Different traffic channeling devices such as barrels, barricades and cones are used to 
guide the traffic.  Reduced speed limits are set to protect the drivers and workers.  
In Louisiana, traffic fines are double for construction zones.  Sometimes drivers 
can become confused in a construction area, even when it is well designed.  Slower 
speeds allow drivers more time to make good decisions. Do not become oblivious to work zone 
signs when the work is long term or widespread and be aware that traffic patterns in work zones can 
change daily including lane shifts or alternating lane closures.

 

 

 

FLAGGER AHEAD WORKERS AHEAD LOW SHOULDER 

Indicates flag-person is ahead 
controlling traffic. 

Slow down and be prepared to stop. 

Indicates workers are performing 
maintenance on the roadway. 
Reduce speed and adjust lane 

position away from workers. 

Indicates sharp drop from the 
pavement edge to the shoulder. 

If you must leave the pavement, slow 
down and steer firmly. 
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 TRAFFIC SIGNALS 
Traffic lights control the movement of vehicles at intersections. If a traffic light is not 

functioning at an intersection, rules for a 4-way stop will apply.  

It is against the law (and very dangerous) to drive across public or private property to 

avoid a traffic light or any other traffic control device. 

 

 

A Steady Red Light- a red light means that you must come to a complete 

stop before entering a crosswalk or intersection and remain stopped until the 

light turns green. You may turn right on red after stop, except when it is 

prohibited by a posted sign. You must yield to pedestrians and all vehicles 

(including bicycles) when making such a turn. 

 

 

A Steady Yellow Light –warns you that the light is about to turn red. Slow 

down and stop. Don't try to beat the light.  

 
 

A Steady Green Light - a green light lets you drive through the intersection or 

turn, except where turns are not allowed.  

Never move ahead on a green light until the intersection is clear of all cross traffic 

and pedestrians. 

 

 
A Flashing Red Light -you must come to a complete stop. It is used at 

dangerous intersections where a higher rate of collisions have occurred. 

You may proceed when the road is  clear of traffic. 

 

A Flashing Yellow Light -Use caution. Slow down, look and proceed accordingly.   

It is also used at dangerous intersections where a higher rate of collisions have 

occurred. The difference is you have the right-of-way. 

 

 

A Red Arrow- means you may NOT proceed in the direction of the arrow. 

 

A Steady Yellow Arrow means warns you that the light is about to turn red. 

Slow down and stop. Don't try to beat the light. 
 

A Flashing Yellow Arrow means you DO NOT have the right-of-way, 

you may only proceed left if there is NOT any oncoming traffic. 
 

A Green Arrow – means you may turn in the direction shown by the arrow. 

NEVER ASSUME THAT ANOTHER DRIVER WILL OBEY THESE LAWS! 
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PEDESTRIAN SIGNALS--types of traffic signals used only to control pedestrian movements. 
 

 

DON'T WALK. A steady signal means the pedestrians must not 

enter the roadway towards the signal. 

Flashing "DON'T WALK" signal means that pedestrians may not 

start to cross the roadway but those already crossing may continue 

to the nearest sidewalk, traffic island or safety zone. 

 

WALK. A steady signal means that pedestrians may cross the 

roadway towards the signal. A flashing "WALK" signal is 

sometimes used to indicate that there is a possible conflict between 

pedestrians and vehicles. 

 

CENTER LINES 

Yellow center lines are used to separate traffic in opposite directions. 

 

 

A Single Broken Yellow Line is used to mark 

the centerline where there are only two 

lanes of traffic. You must drive to the right of 

the centerline. When it is safe, you may cross 

this line to turn or pass another vehicle. 

 

Double Solid Yellow Lines are used to mark 

the center of the roadway when there are four 

or more lanes of traffic. You may not cross 

these lines to pass. You may cross these lines 

to make a turn. 

 

A No Passing Line is a single solid yellow line 

used on two-lane roads to indicate zones where 

passing is prohibited. You may cross this line to 

make a turn. 

 

 

LANE MARKINGS 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

White lines separate lanes of traffic moving in the same direction.  

You are required to drive between these lane lines.   

Louisiana law states that all vehicles should travel in the right-most 
lanes, except when preparing for a left turn, passing another vehicle or 
when right lanes are congested. 
 

• LA LAW states a that no vehicle driven in the left lane shall be driven 
at speeds slower than vehicles traveling to its right.  

• LA Law also mandates any vehicle traveling at a speed less than the 
normal speed of traffic shall travel in the right lane only. 
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PAVEMENT MARKINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW… 

 

 

Single Solid White Lines indicate that movement 

from lane to lane is hazardous. The wider the line, 

the greater the hazard. You may cross a solid 

white line only with great care. 

Single Dashed White Lines may be crossed only 

when you can do so safely. 

 
 
 White edge lines are used along the right edge 

of the roadway. Yellow edge lines may be 

along the left edge of the roadway on divided 

streets and highways. 

 

Double solid white lines separate two lanes 

of traffic going in the same direction. Crossing 

a double solid line is prohibited.  

Most often seen on interstate roadways. 

 

 

Two-Way Left Turn Channelization Markings 
are a combination of solid yellow and dashed 
yellow lines in the center of a roadway.  
The designated center lane may be used by 

vehicles traveling in either direction. For left turn 

maneuvers ONLY.  

This lane must NEVER be used for passing. 

 

 

Railroad Crossing Markings are white 

markings painted in the traffic lane before 

railroad crossings. The pavement is marked with 

a large "X" and two "R's". A solid yellow center 

line extends the entire distance to prevent 

passing, and a white stop line is painted across 

the traffic lane. 

 

Red Pavement Marking or reflectors indicate  

a roadway that must not be entered. 
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MORE PAVEMENT MARKINGS… 
 

 
 

STOP LINES are wide solid white lines painted across 
the traffic lanes at intersections and pedestrian 
crosswalks indicating the exact place at which to stop. 
 

 

CROSSWALK LINES are normally two solid white 
lines painted across the traffic lanes. However, 
diagonal or longitudinal lines are sometimes added for 
increased visibility. When pedestrians are in these 
crosswalks, they have the right of way over motor 
vehicles. Crosswalks are sometimes located in the 
middle of the block. In this case a pedestrian crossing 
sign or flashing yellow lights may also be used. You 
must always stop for pedestrians in crosswalks. 

 
 
 
 
Directional Markings are white arrows or words painted in the 
traffic lane to indicate the direction in which you must go. You 
must move only in the direction indicated by the arrow. Where 
arrows indicate more than one direction, you may choose any 
direction 

 

 

 
 

 

If you discover that you are in a lane that requires you to turn, and you wish to go straight ahead, keep in mind: 

• Other drivers will not expect you to suddenly change lanes. 

• Drivers behind you will not expect a sudden stop. 

• If you stop and wait for a chance to change lanes you are blocking traffic.  

• You must go ahead and make the turn. 

• Drive around the block and return to the street you want.  
 

ROUNDABOUTS 
 

Roundabouts are circular intersections. 

Roundabouts reduce traffic congestion and conflicts that 
are often the cause of serious crashes at traditional 
intersections. 

 

In a roundabout, traffic entering the roundabout  

yields to the vehicles already in the roundabout. 

 

 

 


