
 

Top Score Writing Florida Curriculum – Grade 8 

 

  

 

 

 

SECTION 1: Expository Writing (Non-Text-Based) 

 

1. Expository (Non-Text-Based) Pre-Test… ……………………………….……………………………………………………………………… 18 

2. Prompts………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 23 

3. Planning…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………… 27 

4. Planning – With As and Bs……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 31 

5. Planning Practice……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………… 35 

6. Introduction (“I”) Paragraph……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………39 

7. “I” Paragraph Practice……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………46 

8. T, 3A, 3B………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 51 

9. Longer A and B sentences… ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………60 

10. Expository Skill Check…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 70 

11. Review/Revise……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………… 74 

12. Conclusion (“C”) Paragraph…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 82 

13. Reviewing the “I” and “C” Paragraphs… ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 87 

14. Modeling……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………… 91 

15. Wrap-up (“W”) Sentence… ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………… 97 

16. Transition Words… ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 102 

17. Indenting/Writing on Lined Paper… …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 109 

18. Assessment Practice…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………… 116 

19. Checklist/Conferences/Revisions………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 120 

20. Expository (Non-Text-Based) Post-Test…………………………………………………………………………………………….………… 125  

Assessment Resources … ………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………… 144 

 

SECTION 2: Expository Writing (Text-Based) 

21. Expository (Text-Based) Pre-Test …………………………………………………………………………………………………..……..…… 152 

22. Analyzing Expository Prompts………….………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 144 

23. Analyzing Expository Prompts Practice…………………………….………………………………………………………………………… 148 

24. Expository Planning…………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………… 152 

25. Planning Practice………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 158 

26. Introduction (“I”) Paragraph…………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………… 163 

27. Advanced Introduction………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 168 

28. Citing Sources……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 175 

29. Citing Sources Practice………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 181 

 

 

 

 

 

        Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2023 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.  

Key 

Bootcamp Lesson 

Additional Lesson 



 

Top Score Writing Florida Curriculum – Grade 8 

 

30. Middle Paragraphs – Overview………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………… 185 

31. Topic Sentence……………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………… 194 

32. Quotes…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………… 201 

33. Paraphrasing…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 207 

34. Paraphrasing Practice…………………………………………………..………………………………………….…….…………………………… 213 

35. Own Thoughts and Ideas… ………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 219 

36. Own Thoughts and Ideas Practice… ………………………………………..…………………………………………………………..……… 225 

37. Wrap-up (“W”) Sentence… ……………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………… 230 

38. Writing the Middle Paragraphs…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 237 

39. More Practice – T1, T2, T3…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 245 

40. Conclusion (“C”) Paragraph……………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 253 

41.  “C” Paragraph Practice………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………… 259 

42. Transitional Words and Phrases………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………… 264 

43. Voice……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………… 273 

44. Assessment Practice………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…..……………………… 282 

45. Checklist/Partner Check…………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………… 288 

46. Conferences/Revisions………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 291 

47. Expository (Text-Based) Post-Test………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………… 295 

Assessment Resources ….………………………………………………………………….………….……………………………………………… 301 

SECTION 3: Argumentative Writing (Text-Based) 

48. Argumentative Pre-Test……………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………… 326 

49. Analyzing Argumentative Prompts……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 329 

50. Argumentative Prompts Practice………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 334 

51. Argumentative Planning… …………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………… 338 

52. Argumentative Planning Practice………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 343 

53. Introduction (“I”) Paragraph…………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………… 347 

54. Advanced Introduction… ……………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………… 353 

55. Citing Sources… …………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 357 

56. Citing Sources Practice… …………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………… 363 

57. Middle Paragraphs – Overview……………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………… 367 

58. Writing a Counterclaim – Overview……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 376 

59. Topic Sentence……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………… 380 

60. Quotes………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 389 

61. Paraphrasing………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 395 

62. Paraphrasing Practice… ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 401 

63. Own Thoughts and Ideas……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 408 

64. Own Thoughts and Ideas Practice………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………… 414 

65. Narrative Elaboration… ………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………… 419 

66. Wrap-up (“W”) Sentence……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 425 

67. Counterclaim Practice 1………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 430 

68. Counterclaim Practice 2…………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………… 437 

69. Writing the Middle Paragraphs…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 442 

70. More Practice – R1, R2, R3…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 450 

71. Advanced Conclusion……………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………… 452 

72. Voice……………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 459 

 

 

                         Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2023 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.  

 

 



Top Score Writing Florida Curriculum – Grade 8 

 

73. Assessment Practice……………………………………….………………………………………………..…….…………………………………… 469 

74. Checklist/Partner Check……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………… 474 

75. Conferences/Revisions……………………………..…………………………………………………………………….…………………………… 478 

76. Argumentative Post-Test………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………… 481 

Assessment Resources  ……………………….……………………………………………………….……………………………………………… 487 

SECTION 4: Narrative Writing 

77. Narrative Pre-Test…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………… 494 

78. Introduction to Narrative Writing ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….……… 498 

79. Analyzing Prompts and Planning for Personal and Fictional Narratives……………………………………………………… 508 

80. Narrative Beginning With Flashback … ………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 517 

81. Narrative Beginning With Foreshadowing ………………………………………………………………………..………………………… 526 

82. Writing Middle Events Using Descriptive and Figurative Language ……………………………………………….…………… 534 

83. Writing Middle Events Using Dialogue and Narrative Transitions…………………………………………..…………………… 543 

84. Writing the Climax … …………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………… 554 

85. Narrative Ending ……..……………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………… 562 

86. Fictional Narrative Assessment Practice… …………………………………………………………………………………………..……… 572 

87. Checklist/Conferences/Revisions ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 577 

88. Personal Narrative Assessment Practice……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 586 

89. Checklist/Partner Check… …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 599 

90. Personal Narrative Revisions… ………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………… 602 

91. Introduction to Text-Based Narratives…………………………………………………………………………………….…………………… 608 

92. Identifying Perspective Through Point of View……………………………………………………………………………………….…… 614 

93. Understanding the Setting…………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………… 621 

94. Creating Timelines…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....………………… 628 

95. Text-Based Narrative Practice: Rewrite the ending……………………………………………………………………………………… 634 

96. Text-Based Narrative Practice: Write from a different perspective… …………………………………………………………… 644 

97. Text-Based Narrative Practice: Write a narrative that includes information………………………………………………… 653 

98. Narrative Post-Test… …………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………… 663 

Assessment Resources……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………… 668 

 

SECTION 5: Additional Activities and Strategies 

99. Highlighter Activity… ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……..… 676 

100. Last-Minute Strategy……………………………………………………………………………………………………..….……………..………… 679 

101. Race Against the Clock Lesson………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….………… 682 

102. You Write, They Write …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………684 

103. Argumentative Writing Practice……………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………… 686 

104. Expository Writing Practice………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………… 688 

105. Middle Paragraph Practice: Expository ……………………………………………………………………………….……………………… 690 

106. Middle Paragraph Practice: Argumentative… ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 695 

107. State Rubrics… …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………… 701 

 

 

Top Score Writing, Inc. © 2023 No part of this document may be reproduced without written consent from the author.


