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Starting Monday, fol-
lowed by every subsequent 
April 27, Hawaii will recog-
nize a man whose life jour-
ney led him to decades of 
service at Kalaupapa, even 
as lawmakers continue to 
debate the future of the iso-
lated Hansen’s disease col-
ony after the last patient 
dies.

Gov. Josh Green signed 
Senate Bill 2256 on Thurs-
day as Act 4, establishing 
April 27 as Brother Joseph 
Dutton Day, formally honor-
ing his contributions to 
Hansen’s disease patients in 
Molokai’s remote Kalau-
papa peninsula.

“It ensures that the leg-
acy of Brother Joseph Dut-
ton is remembered, it’s 
honored and shared with 
future generations,” Green 
said.

The observance 

highlights not only Dutton’s 
work, but also the broader 
history of Kalaupapa and 
the 8,000 people who were 
exiled there after contract-
ing the then-incurable dis-
ease previously known as 
leprosy.

“This is a celebration not 
of just him, but of the perse-
verance of the people of Ka-
laupapa,” Green said. “It is 
an extraordinary thing.”

Today, only three survi-
vors continue to live at Ka-
laupapa, with two others 
on Oahu, raising questions 
about what will happen to 
the more than 10,700-acre 
national park.

A bill that died this ses-
sion, SB 2799, would have 
required state agencies to 
submit an updated plan out-
lining how responsibilities 
for Kalaupapa would be 
transferred after the last 
Hansen’s disease patient 
dies.

“I worry that the story of 

the people will be forgotten, 
that Kalaupapa will just be 
seen as this place of incredi-
ble beauty,” said Valerie 
Monson, executive director 
of Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa.

The organization contin-
ues to fight for the dignity 
of patients past and 
present.

The Kalaupapa penin-
sula, located on the north 
shore of Molokai, was se-
lected in the 1860s as a 
settlement because it 
was remote and fairly 
inaccessible.

Sheer sea cliffs rising 
nearly 2,000 feet cut the 
peninsula off from the rest 
of the island, while the sur-
rounding ocean limits ac-
cess, making it one of the 
more isolated places in 
Hawaii.

In 1865, the Kingdom of 
Hawaii approved a law to 
prevent the spread of Han-
sen’s disease by forcibly re-
moving those believed to 

have the illness and send-
ing them to Kalaupapa.

More than 8,000 were ulti-
mately exiled to the penin-
sula, where families were 
separated and patients 
were left to navigate an in-
curable and often disfigur-
ing disease with limited 
resources.

“They were taken from 
their families, just taken and 
sent away and yet so many 
of them rose above all that 
they were facing,” Monson 
said.

Early conditions were 
harsh with insufficient 
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More sections of Aloha Stadium toppled

D ismantlement of the 
old Aloha Stadium re-
mains on schedule 

despite the Kona-low storms 
of recent weeks, developers 
said Thursday, after a large 
section of the 50,000-seat 
structure was pulled down 
by Aloha Halawa District 
Partners, the private entity in 
partnership with the state in 
the New Aloha Stadium En-
tertainment District project.

“Fortunately we were 
at a stage of work that the 
storms did not affect,” said 
Justin Lui, AHDP’s project 
manager for demolition of 
the stadium so that a new 
one can be built on the same 
site. “There are always a lot 
of variables, but we are still 
on schedule.”

The big picture timeline 
calls for completion of the 
new stadium in spring 2029, 
with seating for at least 
31,000. AHDP, responsible 
for design, building, opera-
tions and maintenance of 
the new facility, has re-
ceived $375 million from 
the state, along with the re-
sponsibility to develop and 
opportunity to profit from 
real estate surrounding the 

stadium, totaling 98 acres.
Stadium dismantlement 

started Feb. 17 with a bless-
ing and the tearing down of 
one of the facility’s four 
walkway spirals. Since then, 
the other spirals and con-
course walkways have been 
torn down.

The first large section of 
seating came down last 
week. The other half of the 
makai-side seating was 
pulled down Thursday, as 
former University of Hawaii 

football coach June Jones, 
and members of the current 
staff including head coach 
Timmy Chang and assistants 
Chris Brown and Derek 
Fa‘avi — UH players who 
starred at Aloha Stadium 
more than 25 years ago — 
observed. UH President 
Wendy Hensel also viewed 
the dismantlement.

“Likely be done by No-
vember,” said Lui, noting 
that includes removal of the 
tons of metal debris from 

the site. “By the end of the 
summer, the structure will 
be taken down. Much of it 
will still need to be cut up 
into smaller pieces and 
taken away in a controlled 
manner.”

AHDP entity Hawaiian 
Dredging Construction Co., 
with subcontractor North-
west Demolition & Disman-
tling, is at centerstage of the 
NASED project now. 

“By August, all you will 
see is concrete,” AHDP 

leader Stanford Carr said. 
“I’m a professional optimist.”

Concrete from the original 
stadium end zone sides is 
still usable for the new one. 
The tons of steel is not.

“The metal is rusted 
through. That steel is being 
hauled offsite and sold,” Lui 
said. “A lot of people might 
ask why we don’t use it. 
They have to remember why 
it’s being taken down in the 
first place. It can’t support 
the weight of people.”

Aiea community leader 
and Stadium Authority 
board member Claire Tama-
moto has kept a close eye 
on the dismantlement, and 
the years of NASED’s 
planning.

“The water they spray 
(during and after dismantle-
ment) gets the debris out of 
the air quickly,” she said.

She said NASED’s lead 
project manager, Kaloa Rob-
inson of Carr’s company, ap-
peared at a recent Aiea 
Community Association 
meeting.

“He was very good at ad-
dressing concerns and an-
swering questions from 
people who live in the area,” 
Tamamoto said.

Jones, UH’s most success-
ful football coach, led the 

Warriors at their Aloha Sta-
dium home field from 1999 
to 2007.

“There’s a lot more that 
still needs to be done,” he 
said. “But Stanford knows 
how to get things done in 
Hawaii.”

Brown played at Aloha 
Stadium as a high school 
athlete at Damien and then 
as a UH standout defensive 
lineman and linebacker with 
Jones as coach, and as 
record-setting quarterback 
Chang’s teammate.

“This is bittersweet, a lot 
of mixed emotions. The 
ground was shaking and you 
couldn’t hear yourself talk 
when 50,000 were there,” 
said Brown after seeing a 
massive part of the old sta-
dium come down. “But I did 
salvage the two seats that 
my parents sat in, and I got a 
couple of nice pieces of the 
turf and gave one to Timmy 
for Christmas. It’s time for 
the new stadium and to 
move forward.”

By Dave Reardon
dreardon@staradvertiser.com

Question: Many Maui 
residents frequent 
the Polipoli Spring 

State Recreation area for 
recreational hiking, birding, 
biking and hunting. It’s been 
closed since the two Kona-
low storms. It’s understand-
able that roads sustained 
damage and many trees are 
down. Is there a chance for 
incremental opening at the 
Waiakoa Loop Trail for in-
stance, or is there any pro-
jection for reopening the 
entire park?

Answer: Polipoli Spring 
State Recreation Area is lo-
cated within the much larger 
Kula Forest Reserve, both of 
which are currently closed 
to the public; phased re-
openings are planned. 
Here’s the emailed response 
to your questions from a 
spokesperson for the state 
Department of Natural Re-
sources’ Division of of For-
estry and Wildlife and 
Division of State Parks:

“The forest reserve and 
the state park are separate 

management areas. The 
areas being referenced for 
access — including the 
Waiakoa Loop Trail — are 
within the Kula Forest Re-
serve, not Polipoli Spring 
State Recreation Area.

“Access to the Kula Forest 
Reserve is currently closed 
due to hazardous conditions 
resulting from the recent 
storms, and to allow crews 
to safely conduct hazard re-
moval and road repairs. At 
this time, these conditions 
make public access unsafe.

Public access remains closed 
to forest, park after storms
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Dust and debris settled Thursday after demolition of a large section of the Aloha Stadium continued in Halawa.

The entire makai section of Aloha Stadium, including the press box, was demol-
ished during this phase using a “rollover” maneuver executed by Hawaiian 
Dredging Construction Co. and Aloha Halawa District Partners.

More photos are available 
at staradvertiser.com.


