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EpicCare Inpatient Orders: Code Status 

 

Code Statuses describe what kinds of treatment are acceptable to a patient if their 
breathing or heart stops. Full Code indicates all types are acceptable, Do Not Resuscitate 

indicates none are acceptable, and Partial Resuscitation indicates only certain treatments 
are acceptable. With Epic, clinicians can document patients' Code Status using orders, so 

they can find it quickly in case of emergency.    

 

There are ways other than Code Status for patients to indicate their end-of-life wishes. 

Others include: 

 Patient wishes and advance directives. Typically, patients and their 
physician have a conversation about their general end-of-life wishes, 

which is documented as an advance directive and is the basis for the 
patient's code status. The Advance Care Planning (ACP) Activity includes 

places to document a patient's capacity and health care agents, create 
advance care planning notes, and see Code Status information. 

 Physician Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatment (POLST). This can be 
completed in Epic in Advanced Care Plan Activity. 

 You can access the Advanced Care Plan Activity to see the ACP documents 
from the storyboard and additional activities.   

 

Placing orders for Code Status updates the patient's Code Status history. Code Status information appears 

throughout the chart, including in patient storyboards, patient lists, and within reports. In most places, only active 

Code Statuses appear, and users can click a link to see the history of the patient's Code Status. When a patient 

doesn't have an active Code Status for this hospitalization, either Prior or Assume Full appears and their provider 

should place a new Code Status order with the patient's most recent wishes.  

Prior: indicates a previously documented Code Status.  

 

Assume Full: indicates there is no Code Status or previous history of Code Status noted.  

 

You can have only one active code status in Epic. 

Code Statuses are active until the patient is discharged. By default, a new Code Status order is required for 

admissions, ED arrivals, L&D assessments, L&D admissions, and returns from a leave of absence. 

A Code Status order can be placed using an Admission Order Set or through the Orders Activity.  

ORDERS ACTIVITY:  From Orders Activity, in the side bar search for the code status,  Searching Code will yield all 

three code options.  

Do Not Resuscitate:  

How it Works 
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Full Code: Patient desires all actions of resuscitation.  

 
 

Partial Resuscitation: Patient desires intubation but no chest compressions.  

 
 

 
 

Do Not Intubate (DNI): Since resuscitation is futile without intubation, DNI order cannot be placed 

without making the patient DNR. Therefore, if you search DNI you will be prompted to select Do Not 

Resuscitate 

 

 
 

Do Not Resuscitate: Patient desires no resuscitation measures.  

 

 
 

ORDER SETS:  When placing an admission order you can select the appropriate Code Status order. 
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Remember 

You can see the Patient Code Status in the Storyboard. You can hover to discover additional details.  

If there is No Code Placed on the patient, there will be a BPA reminder to place a Code order.  
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