
High School 
Diploma

One- Two 
Years 

Eight Years

Nine Years 
and Beyond

$46,400
$46,060 

$108,200

$165,950
$181,590- 
$245,750+ 

Health Career Pathways: 
Careers in Dentistry 

Careers: 
•	 Front Office    

Administrative 

Staff

Degree/ Certificate 
Programs: 
•	 Dental                   

Assisting (C)

•	 Dental               
Assisting (AS)

Degree Programs: 
•	 Dental Hygiene 

(Associate’s)

•	 Dental Hygiene 
(Bachelor’s) 

Degree Programs: 
•	 Doctor of     

Medicine in    
Dentistry

•	 Doctor of Dental 
Surgery

Specialty Programs:
•	 Orthodontics

•	 Advanced            
Education in      
General Dentistry

•	 Oral and           
Maxillofacial        
Pathology, Surgery, 
and Radiology 

•	 Pediatric Dentistry 

•	 Periodontics

•	 Endodontics

•	 Prosthodontics

+8.7% 

+12.3% 

Careers: 
•	 Dental Assistant 

(clinic, surgery, 
pediatric, etc.) 

Three- Four 
Years

California Median 
Wages (2021) 

National Projected Job 
Growth (2021-2031)  

Available in Del Norte 
County

Available in Humboldt/
Curry Counties

Available Regionally 
(up to 7 hours from Del 
Norte County) 

C= Certificate
AS= Associate of Science
BS= Bachelor of Science

t

+9% 

+8.5% +8.6% 

Careers: 
•	 Dental Hygienist

•	 Clinical Instructor

•	 Dental Hygiene 
Program Director
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Careers: 
•	 Private Practice 

Dentist

•	 Dental Public 
Policy

•	 Dental Research
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The Health Career Pathways project aims to address the shortage of healthcare professionals in Del 
Norte and Tribal Lands (DNATL) through education-based projects from preschool to the college and 
community levels.  For more information about this initiative, visit bit.ly/hcpcasestudy or scan this QR 
code to explore a case study on the project. Data is sourced from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

*Note: This educational investment map offers a glimpse into some of the degree
 programs and careers that are out there but is not a complete list. Keep exploring!
 


