
 
Domestic violence is a pattern of abusive behavior that is used by one 
partner to gain or maintain control over another intimate partner (according 
to the United States Department of Justice Office on Violence Against 
Women).  Domestic violence occurs among people of all races, cultures, 
religions, and income.  It can happen to someone regardless of age, gender, 
or sexual orientation.  Annually in NYC and across the U.S., Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month is recognized with vigils, marches, conferences, 
trainings and outreach events to promote awareness of domestic violence 
and the resources available to survivors. 

 

October 22nd is NYC Go Purple Day 

Thursday, October 22nd is the 7th annual NYC Go Purple Day. On NYC Go Purple Day, 
Administration and elected officials, and volunteers in all five boroughs will conduct outreach and 
provide information about domestic violence to New Yorkers in public spaces. Several landmarks 
around NYC will be illuminated in purple in the evening. All New Yorkers, including City employees, 
are encouraged to wear purple and post photos on social media with the hashtags #NYCGoPurple 
and #DVAM2020. 

Did You Know? 

• One in three women will be a victim of domestic violence in her lifetime (thehotline.org). 
• Globally, the United Nations reports that up to 70% of women experience some form of 

gender-based violence in their lifetime (according to country data available). 
• In the United States, it is against the law to intentionally injure someone, force them to 

participate in a sexual act, or put someone in fear of physical injury. 
• Domestic violence is one of the most underreported crimes. 

Help is Available 

The City supports survivors of domestic violence, their children, their friends and family. The NYC 
Mayor’s Office to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence develops policies and programs, 
provides training and prevention education, conducts research and evaluations, performs community 
outreach, and operates the NYC Family Justice Centers. ENDGBV collaborates with City agencies 
and community stakeholders to ensure access to inclusive services for survivors of domestic and 
gender-based violence. For more information, visit nyc.gov/ENDGBV or on Facebook, Instagram, 
or Twitter. 

What You Can Do 

During Domestic Violence Awareness Month and throughout the year, the City encourages all New 
Yorkers to: 

• Recognize and speak out against intimate partner violence, gender injustice, and all forms of 
abuse. 

• Offer unconditional support to someone who has experienced violence. 
• Speak up against statements that promote violence. 
• Get help from an expert, advocate, or other professional. 
• Share key resources with those who need help:  

o Connect with NYC’s DV Hotline for 24/7 support: 1-800-621-HOPE (4673) – Safe Horizon 
o Call 911 in an emergency 
o For information, or to connect to services, call 1-212-788-3156 and ask for NYC Family 

Justice Centers. 
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