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World Cruising Club presents our six week summer rally comprising 
some of the most beautiful and interesting sights in the Baltic. The 
rally format has been adapted to the Baltic and the individual rally 
legs are one to two days, with the focus to experience the cultural 
history of the region and enjoy the stunning beauty of the Swedish 
and Finnish archipelagos. 

The Route 
Starting from the Baltic port of Rostock, the ARC Baltic itinerary 
includes the Estonian capital Tallin, the former Russian Imperial 
capital St. Petersburg, the Finnish capital Helsinki, the Finnish 
provincial capital Mariehamn, and the Swedish capital Stockholm. 
En route, the rally sails through some of the most beautiful and 
interesting sights in the Baltic including cruises in the Finnish and 
Swedish archipelagos. 

Over six weeks the rally will sail close to 1500 nautical miles, with 
an itinerary that allows flexibility for the prevailing weather 
encountered. The sail east en route to St. Petersburg is more 
demanding and passages often include two nights at sea. The 
itinerary for the return sail west allows more time to explore, relax 
and fully appreciate the sailing and anchorages that the Finnish and 
Swedish archipelagos have to offer. Yachts and crews should be fully 
prepared for night sailing, coastal pilotage, varying weather 
conditions and the challenges of navigation amongst the skerries of 
the Finnish and Swedish archipelagos.

“The rally is an excellent way of seeing different cultures on 
one trip and facilitating entries into Russia.  It’s a cruise of 
contrasts - taking in cities and remote islands & sharing the 
experience along the way with likeminded people.”
Colin Laidlaw, Alloro, ARC Baltic 2014

ARC Baltic: 20172017

More

“An extraordinary combination 
of challenging sailing, fabulous 
scenery, interesting ports, and 
great company.”
Mike Hempstead, Aquila, ARC Baltic 
2014

ARC Baltic 2017 Provisional Schedule

Date Itinerary Distance

7-9 July Participants gather in Yachthafen Hohe Düne, 
Rostock, Germany

10 July Leg 1: Rostock to Rønne on Bornholm, Denmark 110NM

11-13 July Arrive and explore the town of Rønne and fishing 
villages of Bornholm

14 July Leg 2: Bornholm to Visby on Gotland, Sweden 200NM

15-17 July Arrive and explore the picturesque medieval town 
of Visby

18 July Leg 3: Gotland to Tallin, Estonia via Gotska 
Sandön

 240NM

19 July Take the chance to visit the remote Swedish 
island of Gotska Sandön discovering the local 
history and visiting the lighthouse and seal 
sanctuary

20-23 July Explore the old town of Tallin

24 July Leg 4: Tallin to St. Petersburg, Russia 200NM

25-30 July Arrive and enjoy the attractions of St Petersburg

31 July Leg 5: St. Petersburg to Helsinki, Finland 155NM

1-3 August Cruising the Finnish archipelago

3 August Arrive at Nyländska Jaktklubben, (NJK, the oldest 
yachtclub in Finland) in the centre of Helsinki on 
the small island of Bleckholmen

4-5 August Explore Helsinki

6 August Leg 6: Helsinki to Mariehamn, Åland 200NM

7-9 August Cruising the archipelago

10 August Arrive and enjoy the town of Mariehamn

11 August Leg 7: Mariehamn to Stockholm, Sweden 80NM

12-13 August Arrive and explore the museums and sights of 
Stockholm 

14 August Leg 8: Stockholm to Kalmar 200NM

15-19 August Free cruising in the Swedish archipelago

20 August Arrive and explore Kalmar, & Farewell crew dinner

Please note this itinerary is provisional and subject to change during the rally 
due to prevailing weather conditions.
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Baltic Highlights2017

The rally starts in Germany – Rostock – approximately 75nm from the 
Kiel Canal and well situated for the start of the rally. From Rostock, 
the rally continues to Bornholm (Denmark) with its rolling landscape 
and picturesque fishing villages. We will be based in the charming 
town of Rønne, where we will take a bus tour to visit the medieval 
Hammershus Castle perched on a cliff overlooking the Bornholm 
strait. We will also see the medieval round churches and there will be 
a chance to try the famous smoked Baltic herring.  

The next stop is the Swedish town of Visby (a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site) situated on the 
island of Gotland.  A former Viking site, Visby was 
an important town of the Hanseatic League in 
the Baltic from the 12th to the 14th century. Its 
historic ramparts and more than 200 warehouses 
and wealthy merchants’ dwellings make it the 
best-preserved fortified commercial city in northern Europe. The rally will 
take a guided tour around the ramparts. 

A short hop from Visby lays Gotska Sandön where the fleet will have 
the option to anchor off the island to explore in the footsteps of the 
wrecker Peter Gothberg to visit the lighthouse, the small museum, the 
church and a seal sanctuary.

On the entrance of the Gulf of Finland is the Estonian capital Tallinn 
situated with its old town - another UNESCO World Heritage Site. We 
will have a guided visit of the city and crew dinner in the famous old 
town. 

The rally will spend almost a week in St. 
Petersburg with plenty of time to visit 
the stunning sights of this beautiful city. 
Organised activities include a bus tour of 
the city and a visit to the Hermitage and 
Winter Palace. The Hermitage, founded 
by Catherine the Great in 1764, contains 

the largest collection of paintings in the world. There will also be an 

opportunity to book tickets to see a ballet, 
opera or Russian folk show during your visit.

After St. Petersburg the rally turns west 
again and goes to the Finnish capital 
Helsinki with its interesting blend of 
Swedish, Finnish and Russian influences. 
Our host in Helsinki is the Nyländska Jaktklubben and its marina 
on the island of Blekholmen in the heart of the city. Nyländska 
Jaktklubben is one of the oldest sailing clubs in Scandinavia whose 
charter was approved by the Tsar Alexander II 1861. The rally will 
also explore Helsinki by bus.

From Helsinki the rally goes to the Åland 
islands which are Finnish but have a 
special independent status. Their capital 
is the Swedish speaking Mariehamn and 
home of one of the last existing sailing 
grain ships in the world - the square 
rigger Pommern. The rally will enjoy the 

attractive architecture of Mariehamn and visit Pommern, now moored 
as a fascinating museum within the port.

From Mariehamn it is not far to the Swedish capital Stockholm.  Our 
host in Stockholm is the Royal Swedish Sailing Club (established 
1830) and its marina in Saltsjöbaden. Stockholm is built on many 
islands giving the city unforgettable scenery. During the stopover, the 
rally will visit the 17th century warship Wasa and have the opportunity 
to explore the centre of Stockholm or the Skansen outdoor museum 
of Swedish culture.

The rally then turns south through the beautiful channels in the 
archipelago where you can practice the Scandinavian style of mooring 
to rocks, swim in clear waters and enjoy the tranquil bays. The rally 
will finish in the town of Kalmar founded in the 11th century and 
receive a guided tour to the magnificent Renaissance castle that 
up to the 17th century guarded the border between Sweden and 
Denmark. More
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Benefits of Joining the Rally2017

Most people join a World Cruising Club rally for the security and 
peace of mind of an organised event; for the camaraderie and 
friendship of a large group of like-minded people; and for the fun of 
sailing in a fleet of boats.  

Entry fees
The entry fee is made up of a boat fee and a crew fee payable for each 
person onboard the boat. The crew fee covers one space for the entire rally.

Boat fee

8.23-12.00m (approx. 27’ - 39’4”) LOA  £1780
12.01m - 14m (approx. 39’4”- 46’) LOA  £1980
14.01m - 15.24m (approx. 46’ - 50’) LOA £2200
*15.25m - 18.29m (appox 50’-60’) LOA £2500
*Catamarans shall pay a berthing supplement of 20% of the boat entry fee

Crew Fee

Rally crew fee per person £900 
Child rally crew fee (<16 years old on 1 July) £500

Leg crew fee per person £125

*Due to available docking space at a number of the ports visited,
entries are limited to boats under 15.25m overall length. A limited 
number of yachts above the upper size limit and multihulls may be 
permitted to enter at the Organisers’ discretion and must contact World 
Cruising Club prior to entry.  

Full information regarding payment of entry fees and crew fees are 
outlined in the rally conditions. 

What do the entry fees include?
ARC Baltic is independent cruising within a social framework, so social 
and sightseeing activities are included at cruise rendezvous locations.  
By joining the rally, you can access discounts for nautical books and 
charts, and GILL clothing on orders placed through our website. 

The following benefits are included:

Before the rally

• Newsletters and Rally Handbook

• ARC Baltic flag

During the rally

• Berthing – for three nights before the start from Rostock,
plus approximately twenty two nights during stopovers at
the following destinations: Rostock, Rønne, Visby, Tallin, St.
Petersburg, Helsinki, Mariehamn, Stockholm & Kalmar

• Tours - in Rønne, Visby, Tallin, St. Petersburg, Helsinki,
Stockholm and Kalmar

• Comprehensive social programme and dinners in five stopovers

• St Petersburg agent to assist with yacht clearance and visa
invitations

• Use of facilities at yacht clubs visited, including:
Rechnoy YC (River YC), St. Petersburg
Nyländska Jaktklubben, (NJK), Helsinki
Åländska Segelsällskapet, Mariehamn, Åland;
Kungliga Svenska Segel Sällskapet, (KSSS), Stockholm

• World Cruising Club staff on hand throughout the event with
comprehensive sailing experience and historical knowledge of
the Baltic

More

This has been a memorable 
experience. Thank you so much 
for organising it and enabling 
us to do so much with your 
backing. We will talk about this 
summer for a long time! 
Ted & Jane Warren, Longbow of Argyll, 
ARC Baltic 2014
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How to Join the Rally2017

To enter, all you need to do is to complete an online entry form and 
pay your boat fee online at www.worldcruising.com and select ‘Join a 
Rally’. You can also opt to pay by bank transfer.  

ARC Baltic is limited to 30 boats, and places will be allocated on a 
‘first come, first served’ basis as payment is received. If demand 
exceeds 30 boats, we may open a waiting list. Yachts above the 
upper size limit (50ft) and multihulls may be considered for entry and 
must contact World Cruising Club prior to entry.  

What happens next?
After you have completed your entry and paid your boat fee, we will 
send you a confirmation email and receipt. 

You’ll begin receiving the rally newsletters in early 2017, which are 
packed with useful tips and reminders, and we’ll encourage you to 
start using the Member’s Area of the website to update your boat and 
crew information. 

The ARC Baltic office opens in Rostock on 7 July, and all boats should 
be registered by 1200 on 9 July.

Responsibility of the skipper
It is the responsibility of the skipper to ensure that the boat is 
seaworthy, suitably equipped, and crewed for an offshore passage.  

Safety Equipment Requirements
ARC Baltic incorporates passages of up to 50nm offshore and 
200nm long, making the rally more than just daily coastal hops. 
Whilst there will be no official safety check at the start of the 
rally adherence to the Safety Equipment Requirements is strongly 
recommended and skippers will be required to sign a declaration that 
their boat is fit for the purpose of ARC Baltic. For yachts based in the 
Baltic, or shipped to Rostock for the start, a liferaft equipped with a 
“less than 24 hour” survival pack is accepted.

Chartering a boat
Chartering is an option for ARC Baltic, and there are a number of 
charter companies offering a wide range of vessels in bareboat and 
skippered charter. Contact World Cruising Club for futher information.   

Refunds
If you enter then decide that you won’t be able to take part in the 
rally, you can either choose a refund or to transfer to the next edition 
of the rally. Refunds are available on a sliding scale for withdrawals 
made in writing (by email). Boat fees are part refundable up to 12 
weeks before the start date, and crew fees up to 8 weeks before 
the start. Alternatively, you can chose to transfer your entry fees 
as a credit towards the next edition less an administration charge 
of £250. Fees transferred as a credit for a future event are non-
refundable. Full details of our refund policy and other important 
information is available in our Terms and Conditions.

More
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Your Questions Answered2017

More

What is the minimum/maximum size of boat and crew?  Due to 
available docking space at a number of the ports visited, entries are 
limited to boats under 15.25m overall length. A limited number of yachts 
above the upper size limit and multihulls may be permitted to enter at 
the Organisers’ discretion. A minimum of two crew must be onboard.

When does the cruise start and finish?  The rally office opens in 
Rostock on 7 July 2017, and the departure is on 10 July. The rally ends 
on the evening of 20 August. For more information go to About the rally.

What are the safety equipment requirements? Whilst there will be 
no official safety check at the start of the rally adherence to the Safety 
Equipment Requirements is strongly recommended and skippers will 
be required to sign a declaration that their boat is fit for the purpose of 
ARC Baltic. At sea email capability, whilst strongly recommended, is not 
mandatory. See How to Join and Conditions of Entry 

I have never sailed in the Baltic before, how do I prepare?  It is 
a good idea to buy up-to-date pilot books and cruising guides (as 
well as charts), as these will help you plan your itinerary for the ‘free 
cruising’ periods. These books will also have tips on local facilities, 
navigation and anchoring. A list of recommended charts and pilots is 
provided with rally newsletters. 

Can I charter a boat?  Yes, there are many companies that offer 
charters on a variety of boats including www.Yachtbooker.com, www. 
pc-ostsee.de (Germany), www.rtc.se (RTC boatcharter – Stockholm) 
www.midnightsunsailing.fi (Finland).

What will the weather be like?  Wind forces are generally weaker 
than in the North Sea and are influenced by depressions arriving from 
the British Isles. Sea temperatures in July and August are between 15-
17ºC, but warmer close to shore. Daytime temperatures over land will 
normally be in the mid to lower 20’s but can occasionally reach 30ºC.

What facilities are on the route?  Each marina on the itinerary 
has access to water and electricity and there are good opportunities 
for provisioning. However, in some of the smaller ports it will be 

necessary to raft up. Engine repair and sail services are available 
in all marinas, but in particular, Rostock, Helsinki, Stockholm and 
Kalmar can provide spare parts and service to most needs.

What about flying to Germany then getting to the cruise? 
The closest airport to the start of the rally is Rostock-Laage, 
approximately 50km away. Lübeck Blankensee Airport (LBC) is 140 
km from Rostock or Hamburg’s Fuhlsbüttel Airport, which is served by 
many international airlines, is 215km away.

Can I change crew during the rally? You can change crew as often 
as you like during the rally, but you must notify us of who is sailing 
with you for each leg. Many of the stopovers have good access to 
international airports.

What about visas?  EU citizens do not require visas for Germany, 
Denmark, Sweden, Estonia and Finland. However, a visa is required 
for visiting the Russian Federation. In order to apply for a visa, 
invitation papers from the Russian Federation are required. These 
papers will be provided through the rally organisation. Further advice 
for this process is provided in the rally handbook and newsletters.

Can I take my children?  Families with children are very welcome. 

Can I take my pets?  Pets that travel within the EU must be identity 
marked with a microchip, vaccinated against rabies and have a pet 
passport. This also applies to the Russian Federation.

Can I use my water maker in the Baltic? Yes, but since the Baltic 
Sea is brackish it is rich in algae and water makers must be fitted 
with a prefilter so as not to clog their membranes.

Can I manage if I only speak English? Yes, in all the Nordic 
countries most people speak English and in Tallin people involved 
with tourists also speak English. English is less widely spoken in 
the Russian Federation however, our Russian contact will be at hand 
translating as required.

Can I deviate from the rally itinerary? Yes, provided that the rally 
organisers are kept informed.

“For us and our family this has 
been one of our top ten vacation 
experiences. It has given us 
more competence and faith in 
our abilities and we found many 
new friends who shared the 
same love for the sea”
Kim Graven Nielsen North Star,  
ARC Baltic 2014
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Contacts2017

If you have any questions about joining the rally, the suitability of your 
boat, selecting equipment or any other issue please contact us:

World Cruising Club
Our main office in the UK is open Monday-Friday 0900-1730
120 High Street, Cowes, Isle of Wight PO31 7AX
Tel: +44 (0)1983 296060
Email: mail@worldcruising.com
Skype: wccmail

World Cruising Club USA
Tel: +1 (757) 788-8872
Email: carib1500@worldcruising.com

World Cruising Club Germany:  
Astrid & Wilhelm Greiff 
Tel: +49 (0)9533 8733 
Email: buero-deutschland@worldcruising.com

About World Cruising Club
World Cruising Club organises sailing events around the world.  The 
rallies are devised for the ‘average’ cruising boat and crew; helping 
people to realise their dream of making a long offshore passage.

The company was formed by Jimmy Cornell following the success 
of very first ARC in 1986.  After Jimmy’s retirement in 1998, the 
company has been run by Andrew Bishop.

World Cruising Club Rallies
ARC The original sailing rally has run every year since 1986.  Departs 
Las Palmas de Gran Canaria for Rodney Bay, Saint Lucia every 
November. Direct route starts 19 November 2017, or 5 November for 
ARC+ Cape Verdes.

ARC Caribbean 1500 North America’s largest and longest-running 
rally. Departs Portsmouth VA for Tortola, BVI every November.  

World ARC  The ultimate circumnavigation rally takes 15 months, 
departing from Saint Lucia sailing via Panama, Galapagos, Pacific 
islands, Australia, Lombok, Cocos, Mauritius, South Africa and Brazil.  

ARC Europe  Explore the Atlantic Islands of Bermuda and the Azores, 
on passage from Tortola BVI or Portsmouth VA bound for Lagos 
Portugal. Starts from Portsmouth and Nanny Cay early May.

ARC USA Sail from the Caribbean to Portsmouth USA. Starts in May 
in Tortola BVI.

ARC Portugal Cruise across Biscay to Marina de Lagos on Portugal’s 
Algarve, exploring ashore and afloat.  Starts late May or early June in 
Plymouth, UK.

ARC Baltic takes you on a 1,500nm voyage of discovery through 
Europe’s “east sea”, combining days of social cruising with exploring 
the Baltic’s fascinating culture and history ashore.   

ARC Channel Islands Run in association with RYA Active Marina this 
rally offers an week long organised cruise to Cherbourg, Guernsey, 
Jersey and Alderney.

Seminars and Forums
Helping you prepare for your offshore adventure is an important part 
of our role. We run a number of two hour panel Forums and two day 
intensive Seminars in locations across the UK, USA and Europe.  For 
more information go to www.worldcruising.com/training

The global resource for cruising sailors www.noonsite.com features 
essential information on all matters of interest to sailors planning an 
offshore voyage - a one-stop website providing essential information 
on all maritime nations of the world. 

“Impossible to do so much, 
see so much and sail so much 
without the World Cruising Club 
framework for support. ” 
Paul and Tina Over, Whimbrel,  
ARC Baltic 2014

ContactsFAQsBaltic Highlights How to JoinWhat’s included?About the Rally

http://www.worldcruising.com/training.aspx
http://www.noonsite.com
mailto:buero-deutschland@worldcruising.com
mailto:carib1500@worldcruising.com
mailto:mail@worldcruising.com
https://www.worldcruising.com/arc_baltic/event.aspx



