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How can | use art to portray the qucﬂiﬂes of o
good leader and citizen?

Overview:

Students will look at various pieces of art through a “reading art” lens to derive
meaning about leadership and citizenship. "Reading art” is similar to developing visual
literacy or using Visual Thinking Strategies. "Reading art” encourages students to look
at cerfain quo\ﬁries of visual art that They can then transfer to their own art. Students
will take “reoding art’ strategies and create a piece of art that shows what Hwey think
a good leader or citizen looks like. For K-2, this could be what it looks like in their
immediate classrooms. For older e|ememory school students, it could be what it looks
like in their own school or closer community. For middle and H\gh school sfuden’rs, you
can look at |eoo|ership and ci’rizenship at a state, nation or world-wide level,
depemd\'ng on what you are sfudymg in your classrooms. Students can work alone or in
groups for the art project piece and use any visual art materials that you have.
Por#nerships between arts teachers and classrooms teachers are high\y emcour@ged fo
maximize know|edge in artform and subjecT area.

Civic engagement encompasses the many ways that peop\e may geft involved in their
communities to consider and address civic issues. Civic engagement can be a measure
or a means of social chonge. In arts-based civic engagement, the creative process and
resung art work/experiemce can provw’de a key focus, co’ro\\/st or space for civic
parficipation, whether it is becomimg better informed or ocﬂve\y confribufimg to the
improvement of one's meighborhood, community, and nation.

e lesson I: Develop reading art” strategies to derive meaning from
artwork.

e Llesson 2: Plan civically engaged art.

e lesson 3 Create art that expresses quomies of \eodership and
C'\ﬂzemsh\'p.


http://animatingdemocracy.org/place-start/what-social-change#civic-engagement

Objectives:

e Students will be able to read” art to derive meaning by thinking critically
about artistic quo\iﬂes mduding facial expressions, focal poinf, gesfures,
c\ofh\'ng/ seffing, objects, quantity, color.

e Students will be able to infer about an artist’s purpose in creafing art.

e Students will be able to generatfe individual ideas about what |e©dersh\'p and
C'\ﬂzensh\'p looks like in their community.

e Students will be able to transfer ideas about |eodership and citizenship into a
piece of art using qualities of “reading art” mentioned above.

Fssential Questions:

e How does art effect the way | think or act in my community?

e How can | read” art to derive meaning about leadership and citizenship in my
community?

e How can | create art that shows how | feel about citizenship and leadership?

e How can | create art that makes peop\e think a certain way about ci’rizenship
or leadership?

e How can | create art that prope\s others into action about issues | care about?

Supplemental Materials:

o Artwork for “reading art’

e Folder for images for use in face-to-face lessons
e Planning Page for grades 3-12
e Body outline for grades K-2

o Art materials

Primary Social Studies Civics and History Standards Addressed:

K41 Understand that civic participation takes place in multiple groups and in various

forms.

141 Effective groups have responsible leaders and feam members.

2 41 Advocate for ideas to improve communities.

341 Respect the views and rights of others.
|
|

44 \demﬂ{\/, investigate, and ng\yze mu\ﬁp|e perspectives on civic issues.

541 Construct an undersmndmg of the foundations of ciﬁzemsh’p in the United States.
611 Amo\yze and inferpref primary and secomdor\/ sources to ask and research
historical questions about the Western Hemisphere.

7492 Nations in various regions of the Eastern Hemisphere interact with international
organizafions, govern, organize, and impact their societies in different ways.

841 Construct an umdersmmdmg of the Chcmgmg definition of szenship and the
expansion of ring of citizens in the United States.

HS 41 Research and formulate posifions on local, state, and national issues or po\icw’es
fo participafe in a civil society.

rimary Visual Arts Standards Addressed:

P
K11 |d€ﬂﬁ1[\/ how artists use visual art and design fo communicate.
K41 Recognize that artists and designers contribute and connect to their communities.



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/kbrv1o3viypsyrot4jti9/Reading-Art-Images.pdf?rlkey=8d6hvt30yw3fggn2qf6bkg3kh&st=9bgy9c9x&dl=0

TQ}.T Investigate how visual art and design tell the many stories of peop|e, |o|oces or
fhings.

1.2.1 Question and respond to the stories told and the {ee|mgs expressed in works of
visual art and design.

211 |o|enfi1[y how artists make choices using the |Qnguoge of visual art and design fo
communicate ideas.

2 41 Observe and discuss how visual art and design are evident in the everyday life of
communifies.

311 Investigate works of art and design fo recognize how to create meaning with
purpose and intent.

331 Plan and create works of visual art and design recognizing various purposes and
infentions.

419 Respond to an artist's point of view being mindful of historical, confemporary and
cultural context.

431 Investigate ideas of persono| inferest to |o|cm and create works of visual art and
design.

512 Demonstrate an undersfondmg of how works of visual art and design are
influenced b\/ the culture of doi\\/ life.

531 Plan works of visual art and design where intended meaning is communicated to
viewers.

6.1.3 Utilize key concepts, issues and themes to connect the visual arts to other
discip|mes.

641 Infer from works of visual art and design, using mferdisciphnory know|edge, how
diverse communities address issues relevant to their culture, p|oce and times.

712 Recognize and inferpret works of art Through the lens of time, p|oce and culture.
743 Communicate messages about societal prob|ems Through the creative process.
811 Interpret works of art using the language of visual art and design and conceptual
art frameworks.

841 Interpret the ways individual makers become agents that express the
mferdependemf re|oTionship between art, culture and social contexts.

HS 11 Utilize the inquiry method of observation and the \cmguoge of visual art and
design fo go%er information and determine meaning.

HS4.3 Utilize the practice of or’rmoking, and research historical and cultural contexts,
TE discern between different viewpoints, critique social prob|ems and effect social
change.




Tell students that Todoy you will be \ookmg at a variety of art and using a tool called
‘reading art” "Reading art’ is just like reading words. It's a language to help you
understand the ideas of the ou%or, or in this case, the artist.

Teach the students the first parf of the chant. The chant should be done in a sing
song, roller coaster voice WITH the gestures. The sing-song, roller coaster voice as well
as the gesfures are very important in order for memorization!

Phase 1: Facial expressions (circle face with fmger), focal point (honds fo eyes and
ouf), gesture (swing arm), c/ofhmg (touch shoulders of c/ofhmg)

Using the quohfies of phose 1, look Through the art provided in the power point. Use
art that is most relevant to your students and what you are Teochmg in class. You can
also use art that you have viewed before or have wanted to view with your students.
Talk through each quality of phase 1. Use small groups, whole class or other
conversation structures you already use in class. If you are familiar with ‘I see, | think, |
wonder” this is @ great opporfunity fo use that structure.

- What do you notice about the facial expressions? What does that tell you?
What is the artist trying to say?

- What do you nofice about the focal point or where the peop\e are |ookmg in
the art? What does that tell you? What is the artist trying to say?

- What are the gestures of the people in the piece of art? What does that tell
you? What is the artist frying fo soy?

- What clothes are the people wearing? What does that tell you? What is the
artists trying fo say’?

Phase 9: Setting (draw a picture frame)

Go back to the same art that you used for phase 1 and add “setting”

- What is the setting of the piece of art? What does that tell you? What do you
think the artist is frying fo soy?

Phase 3. Object (fist inside other hand) quantity (count on fingers), size (hands up
and c/own), color (sp/oﬁer paint like you are ho/c/mg paint brush)

Sometimes an artist uses objeds, the quantity of objecfs, the size of the objec#s and
the color of them to communicate somefhmg. Let's look at objects.

- What objects do you see? How many do you see? Are they big or small? What
color are they?

- When you think about the objects in the artwork, what does that tell you? What
is the artist trying fo communicate?

Let's put it all together.

Ask these questions:
- How does this art make you feel about |eodership or cw’ﬂzenship?
- What is this art saying about \eodersh\'p or cmzenghip?
- Does it make you want to go out and do something? Why?
- Does it make you feel a certain way? Why?

- Does the art chomge your view about cmzemship or \egdership?
Sentence starters exomp\es or make up your own:



- This art makes me think___________________________ about |eoo|er5hi|o
because __ ___ ___________________ (insert reading art” qualities.)

- This piece of art makes me wantto____________________________
because | see that the artistused ____________________________ (inserf
‘reading art” qualities.)

- Becauseof . in this artwork, now |
think

- Becauseof - in this
artwork, now | wanttodo _ in

my community.

- This artwork ch@mged the way | think
about___________________ because how the
orfist

- Example: This art makes me think that leadership is important because all of
the facial expressions dre serious.

Move Throug% 5-5 pieces of art in this session. With each new piece of art, have
students say the chant out loud with the gestures so They begin to memorize it. You
can also structure conversations so that small groups of students are \ooking af a
piece of art together using the “reading art’ strategies and then rotating the artwork
around the room. Since all grodes have different standards, this is a great opportfunity
fo structure quesfions around your standards.




Last session, we learned strategies for “reading art.” Let's review the chat! “Facial
expressions, focal point, gesfures, c|o%mg, seffing, objecfs/ quantity, size, color.” Chant
and do the gestures. We learned that artists think about all of these aspects when
moking art, especioHy if They want fo porfray cerfain meaning, make you feel o
cerfain way or want you fo acft on an issue.

Now it's your turn! You will create o piece of art about what you think o good leader
or citizen looks like. Use this p|onmng Temp\ofe fo he\p you below.

Before passing out the p\ommng page, have students discuss in small groups these
questions:

- What are the qualities of a good leader?
- What are the actions of a good leader?
- What are the qualities of a good citizen?
- What are the action of a good citizen”?

This is @ great opporfunity to inserf questions around standards that you are frying fo
address. You can also edit the p\onmmg page to meet your standards as well.

Depending on the gr@de you are Teochmg, you can present these questions on the
p|cmmng ‘remp|o’re in various formats that work with your students.

For younger grades, 39 and younger, the olanning page may not be appropriate. You
might find another way to help students begin to think about the artwork they would
make b\/ mc|udmg some of the elements of the p\onmng page. This could look like
bromsformimg as a class what @ good leader looks like in your class, the school or in
Colorado Springs and then start to work through the “reading art” qualities. Or,
included is a body Temp|o’re where The\/ can draw and write qualities of a good leader
or citizen.

By the end of this session, students should be regdy fo create a piece of art next class.




[t's time to create your piece of ci\/icoHy emgoged artl Let's remember the quohﬁes of art
Through our "reodmg art’ chant. "facial expressions, focal point, gestures, c\o’rhing, seffing,
objeds, qguantity, size, color.” Use you p\onnimg page to creatfe your dvico”y engoged art
piece.

Teachers, you know your students and how |omg this will take. You also know what materials
you have. Plan accordingly.

The goal is for students to engage with the “reading art” technique to express their idea of
what the quo\ifies are of a good leader and citizen. If there are certain standards you are
frying fo meet as well, this is the time to emphosize those as well.

ldeas for sh@rimg:

e Send to COPPRI'We would love to see what you create and share it with the
commumwl If there are any pieces that stand out to you, p|eose send to
dylan@culturaloffice.org

° Disp|oy in class or on bulletin boards in the honoys

e  Share with other classes and get insight into how the art effects their thoughts,
fee|ings and actions

e Share at conferences or parent mng
e  Share with your community Through social media

To find porfnerships in arts-infegration, supp\emem’r curriculum or expose students to the arts,
check out arts education programs on PeakArtsEd, https://www.PeakRadarcom/ArtsEd
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Supp\emen#g\ Materials



Civically Engaged Art Planning Page

Describe the top 3 quo\\'lies of what you think o good leader or citizen are:

[ EADER CITIZEN
l. l.
9 9
3. 3

Which one would you like to create a piece of art about? Leader or Citizen?

Think and discuss:

- Do you want your artwork to change someone’s mind?
- Do you want your artwork to make the viewer feel a certain way?

- Do you want your artwork to make the viewer go do someﬂﬂmg?
Explaine_ o ___________

Using the reading art” qualities below, begin to describe what each would look
like in your artwork. You may also draw! You can go in any order.

Facial
Expression

Focal Point




Gestures

Qoﬂwmg

Setting

ijec,ﬁs

Quantity

Size

Color

You are re@dy fo create you piece of artl



Draw the qu@\\'ﬂes of a good leader or citizen using Facial expressions, focal
point, gesfures, ¢ ofhimg, sefting, objeds/ quantity, size, color




