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Child psychiatrist Joshua Sparrow, MD, DFAACAP, is director of the Brazelton Touchpoints 

Center in the Division of Developmental Medicine at Boston Children’s Hospital, where he also 

holds an appointment in the Department of Psychiatry. He is principal investigator for the 

National Center on Parent, Family, and Community Engagement (Office of Head Start, Office of 

Child Care, ACF, HHS), and is part-time associate professor in psychiatry at Harvard Medical 

School. Dr. Sparrow, co-author of nine books on children's development, and hundreds of 

articles on related topics for academic and general audiences, has lectured extensively 

nationally and internationally, and has been invited to collaborate with numerous Federal 

agencies and philanthropic foundations. For example, in 2010, he was appointed to the United 

States Department of Health and Human Services Secretary’s Head Start Research and 

Evaluation Committee, and in 2016, to speak at the White House Early STEM Education 

Summit. At the Brazelton Touchpoints Center, his work has focused on cultural adaptations of 

family support programs, organizational professional development, cross-sector collaboration, 

and aligning systems of care with community strengths and priorities.  
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