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3rd-6th 

 
 

Key Verse:   

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
Luke 3:18 
 

The Point: 

Jesus is proclaimed as the Son of  God.  
 

Making Connections:    

Revelation of  the Son of  Man  

 

Bible Nuts & Bolts:    

Gospel 
 

Spiritual Practice:    

Worship 

Lesson #3-17 

Sunday, January 10, 2021 

 
Luke 3:1-22  
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Lesson #3-17 (3rd-6th) January 10, 2021 

 
  

The voice of God comes from surprising places. 
 

 None 
 

 

The good news is meant to be shared. 

 Bibles 
 Newspapers, church bulletins, birth 

announcements, or access to social media 
 Optional: Internet-connected devices 
 

 

Jesus is baptized by John the Baptist. 
 

 Bibles 
 Simple costumes 

 

Baptism is an ancient tradition. 
 

 Pitcher of water 
 



 

3 

© 2015-2019 Spirit and Truth Publishing—All Rights Reserved 
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Listen carefully to learn about love. 

 None 
 

There are all kinds of wildernesses. 

 Discarded magazines 
 Scissors 
 Mural paper 
 Glue or tape 
 

Reveal love to each other. 

 Activity Sheet #3-17.A 
 Pens or pencils 
 Optional: card stock 
 

Optional ongoing activity. 

 Bible Book page (found at end of lesson) 
 Cardstock or plain paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: three-ring binders, hole punch 
 

 None 
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Lesson #3-17 (3rd-6th) January 10, 2021 

 
Making Connections 
This is the season of Epiphany: the season when 
we celebrate how God is revealed through Jesus, 
and the season when we focus on Jesus’ life here 
on earth. The previous readings were two stories 
of Jesus in the temple: one when he was an infant, 
and again when he was a young boy. Today, we 
see this child grown into a man and hear the story 
of the beginning of his public ministry. 
 

Story Summary:  
Jesus and John the Baptist 
This Scripture begins setting the scene by listing 
those in power (Emperor Tiberius, Pontius Pilate, 
Herod), thus giving us a point in history. Placed 
into this scene, in the wilderness around Jordan, is 
the prophet John the Baptist.  
 
John’s message is one of redemption and 
forgiveness. He calls people to baptism by water 
to forgive their sins and to prepare for the 
imminent coming of the Messiah, who will baptize 
by the Spirit.  
 
Jesus comes to John and asks to be baptized. As 
he is baptized, the Holy Spirit descends on him 
and a voice is heard: “You are my Son, the 
beloved; with you I am well pleased!” (Luke 3:22). 
In this way, Jesus is revealed.  
 

The Point 
Jesus is proclaimed as the Son of God.  
Throughout this unit, we are looking at how Jesus 
reveals God to us. One of the first steps in 
understanding these revelations is recognizing Jesus 
as a legitimate avenue for us to encounter God. The 
point of this lesson’s Scripture is for us to recognize 
Jesus as the Messiah. Simeon and Anna from last 
week, and now John, all reveal him as such, and 
remind us that he comes for the salvation of all!   
 

Bible Nuts & Bolts:  
Gospel  
The Bible Nuts & Bolts for this lesson is “Gospel” as 
a genre in the Bible. For this lesson’s Scripture, as 
well as throughout the unit, we will be studying the 
Gospel of Luke. The Gospels are those books that 
tell us the good news of Jesus’ life. They reveal to the 
reader how the life and ministry of Jesus proves that 
he is the good news; he is the Messiah that the people 
have been waiting for.  
 

Spiritual Practice: Worship 
In our last lesson, we saw the importance of a 
community of faith coming together. Worship can be 
a powerful connection point for a community of 
faith. This week, we come together around the 
central focus of baptism. Jesus’ baptism by John 
begins his public ministry. When someone is baptized 
in the church, they begin their journey as members of 
the church family, and a member of the great cloud 
of witnesses that have come before them and are yet 
to be. We gather together in worship to bear witness 
and to welcome the new family member. 
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Lesson #3-17 (3rd-6th)  ⚫  January 10, 2021 

 

The voice of  God comes from surprising places.  
 

You will need: 
 Nothing 

 

During class: 
1. Have students sit in a circle, and connect with each other about their past week. 
2. Can anyone think of  a story in the Bible where God speaks to someone? [Answers 

will vary, but may include: Moses through the burning bush or at the mountain top; Noah; Abraham 
and Sarah, through angels.] 

3. In today’s story, we hear the voice of  God again, and see a dove at the same 
time. Do you think that people still hear the voice of  God today? How does God 
show us love and communicate with us? 
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The good news is meant to be shared. 
 
You will need: 
 Bibles 
 Newspapers, church bulletins, birth announcements, or access to social media 
 Optional: Internet-connected devices 

 
Before class: 

1. Gather together some different items that are used to announce important milestones 
(newspaper, church newsletter, birth/graduation announcements, etc.). 

2. If  you have Internet access, you could also vet some social media sites to share with 
students, as that is an important place for people to share milestones. 

 
During class: 

1. Have students gather around the selection of  announcements you have gathered. Give 
them a moment to look them over. 

2. What are all of  these things used for? [To share news about life events with others.] Many 
of  these things involve modern inventions, such as the computer, the Internet, 
newspapers, and mass mailings. 

3. When the church began, how do you think people spread the good news of  the 
important events in Jesus’ life? [Word of  mouth, gatherings, letters.] 

4. As the church grew, the four Gospels emerged as the announcement of  Jesus. 
The Gospels are the good news for all people. 

5. Let's look up the Gospels and see if  we can find some good news about Jesus.  
The Gospels are four books in the New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John.  Turn to one of  those books and find a sentence that tells us something 
about Jesus. Then we will share our good news about Jesus with each other. 

6. Allow students time to share what they found. 
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Jesus is baptized by John the Baptist. 
 
You will need: 
 Bibles 
 Simple costumes 

 
Before class: 

1. Provide simple props and costumes. 
 
During class: 

1. Let’s look up our story using our Bibles. It is in the Gospel of  Luke, which is 
near the beginning of  the New Testament. That is found after the Old 
Testament, so past the middle of  the book. Help students as needed. 

2. Listen as we read today’s story. Allow students who are willing to help take turns 
reading.  

3. In the beginning of  this story, John quotes from the prophet Isaiah. Let’s find 
Isaiah in our Bibles. You may suggest students keep a finger in Luke while they turn 
to Isaiah or have them find the Luke passage again. If  you would like, you can have 
students find and read this short passage in Isaiah 40:3-5. There are small differences 
due to differences in translation. 

4. But then John turns on the people who came to be baptized. John sounds like he 
is angry. Why do you think that is? [He is frustrated that the people think they just need to act 
“religious enough” to be saved.] What are some things that John tells the people to do? 
[Help others who need help, be fair, be honest, act with integrity.] 

5. John points the way to Jesus. What does he say about Jesus in verse 16? [“I baptize 
with water, but Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit.”] 

6. Let’s pretend we are in this story, because now Jesus shows up. Who would like 
to be Jesus? John? The voice of  God? The dove? Take volunteers and give them 
simple costumes. The rest of  you will be the crowd. 

7. Read verses 21 and 22 again, emphasizing the actions.  
8. If  there is time, change roles and read the last two verses again. 
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Baptism is an ancient tradition. 
 

You will need: 
 Pitcher of  water 

 

Before class: 
1. Talk with your pastor and find out if  your congregation will be doing anything in worship 

to commemorate the baptism of  Jesus. If  so, is there any way your class might participate 
in leading this for the congregation? 

2. Fill a pitcher of  water. 
 

During class: 
1. Have students gather around the pitcher of  water. Give each student an opportunity to 

touch the water.  
2. Tell me about water. What is important about it? What is special about it? [We need 

it to live; much of  our bodies and much of  the Earth is made up of  water; all living things need water.] 
3. When John the Baptist was preaching in the wilderness of  Jordan, he was in the 

midst of  a desert. The people he was preaching to knew how important water 
was, and how essential it was to life. He invited them into the water of  the Jordan 
River to be baptized, to wash them clean of  their sins, and to give them hope in 
the Messiah. 

4. Have the students touch the water again. Water was important, and washing clean is 
something we can understand. But John made sure that the people knew it was 
not just about the water, but that the Messiah would come and baptize them with 
the Spirit. 

5. When we remember our baptisms, we remember how God and the Spirit are 
working in our lives, and how the life of  Jesus reveals the power of  Spirit, and the 
incredible love of  God.  

6. You can remember your baptism any time that you are around water. Simply dip 
your finger in the water, trace the shape of  a cross on your forehead, and say to 
yourself, “I am a baptized child of  God.” Allow students time to remember their 
baptisms. 
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Listen carefully to learn about love. 
 
You will need: 
 Nothing 

 
During class: 

1. Have the students sit in a circle and close their eyes. Have one volunteer go to a corner 
of  the room. Inform the volunteer ahead of  time that their message is “God is love.” 

2. Everyone keep your eyes closed, and listen carefully. When you hear a voice, keep 
your eyes shut and point to where you hear the voice coming from. Have the 
volunteer in the corner share their message. After the students point to the direction, 
they should open their eyes and see if  they were correct.  

3. Choose another volunteer, and repeat this a number of  times, each time having the 
person in a different location.  

4. In today’s story, we heard a voice crying out from the wilderness with a message 
for God’s people. We never know where we will hear messages of  God’s love, so 
it is good to listen carefully for it!   
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There are all kinds of  wildernesses. 
 
You will need: 
 Discarded magazines 
 Scissors 
 Mural paper 
 Glue or tape  

 
Before class: 

1. Gather discarded magazines. There might already be a store of  them somewhere in your 
church, or you might need to put out a call for people to donate them. Before you give 
the students the magazines, check them over for appropriateness. 

 
During class: 

1. What do you think of  when you hear the word “wilderness?” Allow responses. Is 
the wilderness always a specific place, like the woods or the desert? [No.] If  we 
talk about wilderness being a feeling or an emotion, what might that feel like? 
[Being alone, being sad, being hopeless, being a time for reflection or new beginnings, etc.]  

2. We read in today’s lesson that John was a voice crying out in the wilderness. We 
are going to think a bit about what “wilderness” means. To do this, I have some 
magazines for you to look through, and I want you to cut out any pictures or 
words that make you think of  wilderness. This might be what it looks like—
perhaps woods or a desert—or what it feels like—maybe a time of  being alone, 
or of  waiting or growing. 

3. Have one of  the students write “Wilderness” on the mural paper, and then have 
students attach the images they find onto the mural paper. 

4. Once you have completed the collage, look it over together and discuss the following 
questions: 

• Is the wilderness a good place or a bad place? 
• Why was John crying out in the wilderness? [It was a time of  waiting for something 

(Jesus), a time for new beginnings, and he was letting people know.] 
• Why might people who are in the wilderness, either physical or emotional, 

need hope? Why might they need God?  
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Reveal love to each other. 
 
You will need: 
 Activity Sheet #3-17.A  
 Pens or pencils  
 Optional: card stock 

 
Before class: 

1. Make copies of  Activity Sheet #3-17.A. You may choose to copy it onto card stock. 
2. Cut out the doves from Activity Sheet #3-17.A. 
 

During class: 
1. During Jesus’ baptism, the Holy Spirit descends like a dove, signifying to 

everyone that Jesus is God’s son and that he pleases God. Have any of  you ever 
seen this happen at a baptism?  

2. Even if  we do not have a voice from heaven telling us that God is pleased with 
us, that does not mean that we are not God’s or that we are not beloved. One of  
the ways we can support each other as a faith community is to remind each of 
this. 

3. Hand out the doves. Have each student write their name prominently in the middle of  
it. Then each student passes the dove to the person on their right. On the front or back 
of  the dove, write down one way you think the person whose dove you have 
works to share God’s love. If  you do not know the person well, write something 
that tells that person that God loves them. Do this repeatedly, until each person has 
written on each student’s dove.  

4. If  you have a large class, you may choose to have students do this activity in small 
groups. Before students read their own, collect the doves. They will be handed back at 
Sending the Story. 
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Optional ongoing activity. 

 

You will need: 

 Bible Book page (found at end of  lesson) 
 Cardstock or plain paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: three-ring binders, hole punch 

 

Before class: 
1. Make copies of  this week’s Bible Book page on cardstock or copy paper for each 

student. 
 

During class: 
1. Hand out Bible Book pages. 
2. What are some of  the important things we have learned from today’s story? 

[Answers will vary.]  
3. On the bottom of  your page, please write one or two important things that you 

have learned from the story today. In the middle of  the page, draw a picture from 
the story or illustrate one of  the important things you’ve learned. Don’t forget to 
put your name on the back of  the page, please! 

4. Optional: Collect and three-hole punch the pages, and put them in individual binders for 
each student to be kept at church until the end of  the year. If  you wish, you can 
investigate other options for binding the Bible books through a local print shop at the 
end of  the year instead of  using a three-ring binder. 
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Before ending class, make a point to come together to pray.  Use the following or say your own 
prayer.   

 
Students are given their doves from Beloved activity at closing circle, and given an opportunity 
to read them. The prayer focuses on each person’s status as beloved and that we may see and 
share God in each other. 
  
Thank you, God, for calling each of  us by name and for claiming us as your own. 
Thank you for the gift of  your Holy Spirit. Help us to tell others about you. Amen. 
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Lesson #3-17 (3rd-6th)  ⚫  January 10, 2021 Activity Sheet #3-17.A 

Reveal love to each other. 
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Lesson #3-17 (3rd-6th)  ⚫  January 10, 2021 Bible Book 

 
Luke 3:1-22  

 





3rd-6th 

Living the Word: Teaching Kids God’s Story 

Narrative Lectionary, Year 3 (2020-2021) 
Lesson #3-17 

Luke 3:1-22  
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The message of John the Baptist is one of redemption 
and forgiveness. He calls people to baptism by water 
to forgive their sins and to prepare for the imminent 
coming of the Messiah, who will baptize by the Spirit. 
Jesus comes to John and asks to be baptized. As he is 
baptized, the Holy Spirit descends on him and a voice 
is heard; “You are my Son, the beloved; with you I am 
well pleased!” (Luke 3:22). In this way, Jesus is 
revealed.  

Jesus is proclaimed as the Son of God.  

Gospel  
The Bible Nuts & Bolts for this lesson is “Gospel” as 
a genre in the Bible. For this lesson’s Scripture, as 
well as throughout the unit, we will be studying the 
Gospel of Luke. The Gospels are those books that 
tell us the good news of Jesus’ life. They reveal to the 
reader how the life and ministry of Jesus proves that 
he is the good news, or the Messiah, that they have 
been waiting for. 

This week, we come together around the central 
focus of baptism. Jesus’ baptism by John begins his 
public ministry. When someone is baptized in the 
church, they begin their journey as members of the 
church family, and a member of the great cloud of 
witnesses that have come before them and are yet to 
be. We gather together in worship to bear witness 
and to welcome the new family member. Create a 
way that you can welcome each other to your 
worship time this week. You may chose to hug one 
another or make the sign of the cross on each 
other’s forehead or hand and welcome them with 
the words, “God loves you and so do I.”  

When he was only eight days old, Jesus was brought to the temple and two prophets proclaimed him as the 
Messiah. Twelve years later, Jesus stays behind in the temple to talk with the teachers there (Luke 2:21-38;  
Luke 2:41-52).  

Jesus encounters his cousin, John the Baptist, and Jesus’ public ministry begins (Luke 3:1-22).   

Even though he is rejected in Nazareth, Jesus brings good news for those in need (Luke 4:14-30).  



Lesson #3-17 
Luke 3:1-22  

@ HOME 

Sunday—Read Luke 3:1-22  
John the Baptist baptizes those who come to hear his message, which includes the declaration that the time of the Messiah is 
near. John’s message is for all people. Look in today’s news and find the story about the group of people that lives farthest 
from your family. Say a special prayer for them. 

Monday—Read Malachi 3:1-4  
The messenger is coming and will purify and refine people. Find items in your house that are gold or silver or otherwise  
valuable and talk about why they are considered precious.  

Tuesday—Read Acts 19:1-7  
Paul shared the power of the Holy Spirit with followers. Spend time outside, attempting to feel or hear the wind.  

Wednesday—Read Ephesians 4:1-7 
As followers of Christ, we are part of one body, worshipping one God. At a meal, talk about your favorite team of any kind, 
fictional or real. How does that team work together?  

Thursday—Read Luke 3:23-38 
The Scripture takes us through the ancestry of Jesus, all the way back to Adam. Work together as a family to create a 
family tree. 

Friday—Read Luke 4:1-4 
Jesus is tempted in the wilderness for 40 days. What would it be like to not eat for 40 days? Talk about what food you would 
miss the most. 

Saturday—Read Luke 4:5-13 
Jesus is tempted by the devil in the wilderness. Each person name one thing that is tempting and pray together for each 
other to make the right choices each day. 
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As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family. Help your 
children to imagine what it would have been like to be the people contained in the stories. What is God’s message 
to them—and to us?  

 Jesus and John the Baptist were cousins. How have your family members been a part of your faith journey? 

 Where have you seen the Holy Spirit being active in your life?  

 Share a time that was a wilderness experience for you. How did God help you through that time?  

As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family. What is 
God’s message to us? Consider the following basic pattern as a way of forming family devotions: Light a candle to 
help you focus this time as “God time.” Pray a simple prayer together. Take a moment to check in with each 
other; what are each person’s “highs” and “lows” today? Read aloud from the Daily Readings below. Discuss the 
questions following each. End with a blessing, by simply tracing a cross on each other’s forehead. If you used a 
candle, extinguish it as a sign of the end of the devotion time. (Note: This is only a suggested pattern. It will vary 
with YOUR household’s context and patterns. What works best for you?)  

Family Discussions 

Family Devotions 


