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Key Verse:  

For the Son of  Man came to seek out and to save the lost. 
Luke 19:10  
 

The Point: 

Jesus brings salvation to outsiders who receive him with faith and joy.  
 

Making Connections:   

Journey to the Cross 

 
Bible Nuts & Bolts:    

Tax Collectors 
 

Spiritual Practice:    

Prayer 

Lesson #3-27 

Sunday, March 21, 2021 

 
Luke 18:31–19:10  

3rd-6th 
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Lesson #3-27 (3rd-6th) March 21, 2021 

 

Introduce the story’s setting. 

 Bible map 
 

 

Learn about tax collectors like Zacchaeus. 

 Pennies 
 

 

Create your own telling of the story. 

 Bibles 
 Pens or pencils 
 Paper 
 

 

How do you think characters in the story would 
pray? 
 

 White board or mural paper 
 Marker 
 

 

Play a game to remember today’s story. 

 Index cards 
 Pen 
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Lesson #3-27 (3rd-6th) March 21, 2021 

 

Make a reminder of today’s key verse. 

 Toilet paper rolls 
 Markers 
 Hole punch 
 Yarn 
 Scissors 
 Glue 
 Masking tape  
 

Can you place Zacchaeus in a sycamore tree? 

 Activity Sheet #3-27.A 
 Scissors 
 Poster board 
 Markers 
 Tape 
 Bandanna or blindfold  
 

Optional ongoing activity. 

 Bible Book page (found at end of lesson) 
 Cardstock or plain paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: three-ring binders, hole punch 
 

 

  Journey to the Cross poster from Lesson 
#3-23 through #3-26 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: mural paper and tape 
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Lesson #3-27 (3rd-6th) March 21, 2021 

 
Making Connections 
Last week, we heard the story of the rich man and 
Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31. In that story, the rich 
man learns that selfishness and taking advantage 
of others can be dangerous and that it is not 
always easy to repent. This week, we hear the story 
of Zacchaeus, found in Luke 18:31-19:10. In this 
well-known story, a tax collector named 
Zacchaeus realizes that how he gained his wealth 
has hurt people, and he repents after having an 
encounter with Jesus. 
 

Story Summary:  
Zacchaeus 
Today’s story has three different parts. In the first 
part of the story, Jesus foretells of his death and 
resurrection. In the second portion of the story, 
Jesus heals a man who was blind before he enters 
Jericho. The man asks Jesus to have mercy on 
him, and Jesus does; Jesus tells him that his faith 
has healed his blindness. 
 
In the final part of the story, Jesus enters Jericho. 
A large crowd gathers, including the tax collector,  
Zacchaeus. Because Zacchaeus is short, it is 
difficult for him to see Jesus, so Zacchaeus climbs 
a tree. Jesus passes by the tree and sees Zacchaeus, 
and then he invites himself over to Zacchaeus’ 
house. Some people grumble because Jesus is 
going to the house of someone they consider a 
sinner. However, this experience of grace changes 
Zacchaeus; he repents and promises to give back 
four times what he has taken from other people, 
turning his selfishness into generosity. The story 
ends with Jesus saying that he has come to rescue 
those who are lost, bringing them into God’s 
kingdom. Zacchaeus has experienced God’s 
unconditional love, the salvation that Jesus 
brought him. 
 

The Point 
Jesus brings salvation to outsiders who receive 
him with faith and joy. Zacchaeus was a tax 
collector, and tax collectors were not popular during 
Jesus’ time. Because of the nature of their job, tax 
collectors would take more money than they needed. 
Many people saw them as outsiders. However, his 
encounter with Jesus changed Zacchaeus. Meeting 
and receiving Jesus into his home showed Zacchaeus 
true love and joy. Because of this, Zacchaeus repents 
and discovers the joy of God’s kingdom that comes 
from knowing Jesus.  
 

Bible Nuts & Bolts:  
Tax Collectors 
In Jesus’ time, tax collectors worked for the 
oppressive Roman Empire. They would take as much 
money as they wanted from people. Tax collectors 
like Zacchaeus were seen as greedy and traitors to the 
Jewish people.  They would take as much money as 
they wanted from people, but only paid the Roman 
government the amount that was due. Then the tax 
collectors would keep the rest of the money for 
themselves. Keeping this money was how they made 
a living; however, they often took a lot more than 
they needed, and the people could not do anything 
about it. It is significant that Jesus decided to visit 
with Zacchaeus. Jesus chose to visit the home of 
someone who was an outcast and disliked by others. 
 

Spiritual Practice: Prayer 
In today’s story, Zacchaeus repents after experiencing 
grace and realizing how his actions are hurting other 
people. One way in which people express repentance 
is through prayer. You may be familiar with a prayer 
of confession that is used in your church’s worship 
service. In today’s Living the Story activity, 
your class will practice praying their own 
prayers of confession. 
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Lesson #3-27 (3rd-6th)  ⚫  March 21, 2021 

Introduce the story’s setting. 
 
You will need: 
 Bible map 

 
Before class: 

1. Find a Bible map that includes the city of  Jericho on it. You may find a map by doing a 
simple Internet search, or you can also look at maps in the reference section of  a Bible 
to find one that is appropriate for this activity. 

 
During class: 

1. Today we are going to hear a story about something that happened when Jesus 
arrived in a city called Jericho. Does anyone know where Jericho is?  

2. Show students the map. The city of  Jericho is somewhere on this map. Can you 
find it? 

3. Give students time to find where Jericho is located on the map. If  you have time, you 
may wish to talk about where Jericho is located in relation to other familiar cities in the 
Bible (for example: Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, etc.). 

4. At the start of  today’s story, Jesus and his disciples are travelling and enter 
Jericho. Let’s do some travelling of  our own to Jericho. 

5. Invite students to stand in a line. Ask the first person in line to be the leader. 
6. Instruct the leader to lead the group around the room, moving and making hand 

motions as they desire. The rest of  the group should copy them. 
7. If  you have time, invite another student to be the leader. 
8. What will happen once Jesus and his disciples enter Jericho? We will 

find out soon.  
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Lesson #3-27 (3rd-6th) March 21, 2021 

Learn about tax collectors like Zacchaeus. 
 
You will need: 
 Pennies 

 
During class: 

1. Hand each student two pennies. 
2. One of  the main characters in today’s story is Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus was a tax 

collector who lived in Jericho. What do you think his job was as a tax collector? 
[He collected taxes.] 

3. Zacchaeus’ job was to collect money from people for the government. Let’s 
pretend that I am Zacchaeus, and my job is to collect taxes from you. Let’s say 
that taxes are two pennies per person. Can each of  you pay me two pennies? 

4. Take the two pennies from each student. Separate them into two piles of  pennies. 
5. Now, my job as the tax collector is to take this money to the government. But 

what if  the government only asks for one penny from everyone for tax? What do 
you think Zacchaeus would do with the extra money? [Keep it.] 

6. Push aside one of  the piles of  pennies. This pile of  pennies is the money that I 
would turn in to the government. And the rest of  it? Well, many tax collectors 
like Zacchaeus would just keep it for themselves, a lot more than they needed to 
live on. How would you feel if  you found out that the tax collector was taking a 
lot more money than they needed to? [Sad, upset, angry, cheated, etc.] 

7. Many people did not like tax collectors like Zacchaeus because they were 
sometimes greedy and took away money from people. Because of  this, tax 
collectors were seen as outsiders. They were not welcomed by people. However, 
something special happens to Zacchaeus. Let’s find out what happens.  
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Lesson #3-27 (3rd-6th) March 21, 2021 

Create your own telling of  the story. 
 
You will need: 
 Bibles 
 Pens or pencils 
 Paper 

 
During class: 

1. Split students into small groups of  three or four each. Hand each group a Bible, sheet 
of  paper, and a pen or pencil. 

2. Today we are going to hear a story about Zacchaeus and Jesus. This is a story 
you may already know, so today you are going to work with your small group to 
create your own retelling of  the story. You can write a song, skit, poem, or 
something else—get creative. 

3. If  needed, help groups turn to the story in Luke 18:31–19:10. Invite groups to read the 
story together, and then create their version. If  needed, groups should write their ideas 
on the paper provided. 

4. Invite each group to share their creation with the rest of  the class. 
5. What does Jesus do before he enters Jericho? [He heals a blind man.] 
6. What does Zacchaeus do when he can not see Jesus walking through Jericho? [He 

climbs a tree in order to see Jesus.] 
7. What does Jesus do when he sees Zacchaeus? [He tells Zacchaeus that he wants to go to 

Zacchaeus’ house.] How do you think Zacchaeus felt when Jesus did this? [Happy, 
shocked, surprised, excited.] 

8. How does the crowd react when Jesus goes to Zacchaeus’ house? [They did not like 
it, they complained about it, they did not want Jesus to go there.] 

9. At the end of  the story, what does Zacchaeus decide to do? [He decides to give away 
half  of  his possessions and to pay back everyone he stole from with four times the amount.] 

10. It was a big deal that Jesus wanted to visit Zacchaeus’ house. People did not like 
him. But Jesus still loved Zacchaeus. This changed Zacchaeus. He admitted his 
wrongs and worked to make things right. 
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Lesson #3-27 (3rd-6th) March 21, 2021 

How do you think characters in the story would pray? 
 
You will need: 
 White board or mural paper 
 Marker 

 
During class: 

1. Zacchaeus’ encounter with Jesus changed him. At the end of  the story, 
Zacchaeus repented, or admitted that he did something wrong. Then he decided 
to give back more than he took away. 

2. I wonder what Zacchaeus would have prayed in that moment. Let’s try to write 
that prayer together. 

3. First, how do you think Zacchaeus felt when he repented? Use the marker to write 
answers on the white board or paper. 

4. Next, why do you think that Zacchaeus repented? Use the marker to write these 
ideas. 

5. Finally, what do you think Zacchaeus would ask God for? Use the marker to write 
these ideas. 

6. Take the ideas on the white board or paper and use them to create a prayer. 
7. After the prayer is created, read the prayer aloud. 
8. If  possible, arrange for your prayer to be used during worship. 
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Lesson #3-27 (3rd-6th) March 21, 2021 

Play a game to remember the story. 
 

You will need: 
 Index cards 
 Pen or pencil 

 
Before class: 

1. On the index cards, write words or phrases from today’s story, one word or phrase per 
card. Words might include: Jesus, Jericho, blind man, healing, Zacchaeus, tax collector, 
crowd, sycamore tree, come down, welcome, grumble, repent, give back, etc. 

2. Hide the index cards around your classroom. 
 
During class: 

1. Hidden in our room are cards with words or phrases that are found in today’s 
story. Can you find all of  the cards? 

2. Invite students to search the room for the cards. After all of  the cards have been 
collected, bring the group back together. 

3. What are the words or phrases that you found? Let’s use the cards to retell the 
story. 

4. Invite students to use the index cards to retell the story. 
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Lesson #3-27 (3rd-6th) March 21, 2021 

Make a reminder of  today’s key verse. 
 
You will need: 
 Toilet paper rolls 
 Markers 
 Hole punch 
 Yarn 
 Scissors 
 Glue 
 Masking tape 

 
Before class: 

1. Gather two toilet paper rolls per student. 
2. Make a sample set of  binoculars.   

 
During class: 

1. Show students your set of  binoculars. In today’s story, Zacchaeus seeks out and 
looks for Jesus. At the end of  the story, Jesus says that he seeks out and saves 
people like Zacchaeus. Let’s make a reminder of  this verse. 

2. Hand each student two toilet paper rolls. Invite students to decorate the rolls with words 
or pictures that remind them of  the story and the verse. 

3. Glue the two rolls together. Secure the rolls together by running a long piece of  masking 
tape on the inside and around the two rolls. 

4. Use a single-hole punch to punch two holes on either side of  the rolls. Tie a long piece 
of  yarn through the holes to create a strap to wear the binoculars. 

5. When are times you or someone you know has felt lost or alone? [Accept all answers.] 
How might you recognize when someone else is feeling lost or alone? [Accept all 
answers, but encourage students to identify signs of  loneliness, especially within their age range.]  

6. How might you act like Jesus and help them? [Encourage students to use their personal 
experiences to help others. Emphasize that this is not about solving problems, but providing comfort and 
showing care.] 

7. Take your binoculars home with you. Every time to you see or use them, 
remember the story of  Zacchaeus and how Jesus sought him out, and think 
about how you can be like Jesus by seeking out and helping others who 
might feel lost or alone. 
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Lesson #3-27 (3rd-6th) March 21, 2021 

 

Can you place Zacchaeus in the sycamore tree? 
 
You will need: 
 Activity Sheet #3-27.A 
 Scissors 
 Poster board 
 Markers 
 Tape 
 Bandanna or blindfold 

 
Before class: 

1. Make enough copies of  Activity Sheet #3-27.A so that each student will have their own 
Zacchaeus. If  time does not allow you to cut out the Zacchaeus figures during class, 
prepare the figures yourself. 

2. Draw a large tree on the poster board. Hang the board in your classroom, within easy 
reach for each student. 

 
During class: 

1. What did Zacchaeus do in order to see Jesus? [He climbed a sycamore tree.] 
2. Zacchaeus climbed a tree. Let’s try to get Zacchaeus to climb our tree. 
3. Hand each student a Zacchaeus figure. If  you have time, invite students to color their 

Zacchaeus. Invite students to cut out their figure. 
4. Hand each student a piece of  tape to attach to their Zacchaeus figure. 
5. Ask for a volunteer to go first. Use a blindfold to cover the eyes of  the player. 
6. Spin the player a few times or ask them to turn in a circle a few times. Then, face them 

toward the poster. 
7. The player must try to stick their Zacchaeus on the tree. After they try, take off  the 

blindfold. 
8. Provide each student the opportunity to play the game. 
 



 

12 © 2015-2020 Spirit and Truth Publishing—All Rights Reserved 

Lesson #3-27 (3rd-6th) March 21, 2021 

Optional ongoing activity. 
 
You will need: 
 Bible Book page (found at end of  lesson) 
 Cardstock or plain paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: three-ring binders, hole punch 

 

Before class: 
1. Make copies of  this week’s Bible Book page on cardstock or copy paper for each 

student. 
 

During class: 
1. Hand out Bible Book pages. 
2. What are some of  the important things we have learned from today’s story? 

[Answers will vary.]  
3. On the bottom of  your page, please write one or two important things that you 

have learned from the story today. In the middle of  the page, draw a picture from 
the story or illustrate one of  the important things you’ve learned. Don’t forget to 
put your name on the back of  the page, please! 

4. Optional: Collect and three-hole punch the pages, and put them in individual binders for 
each student to be kept at church until the end of  the year. If  you wish, you can 
investigate other options for binding the Bible books through a local print shop at the 
end of  the year instead of  using a three-ring binder. 
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Lesson #3-27 (3rd-6th) March 21, 2021 

You will need: 
 Journey to the Cross poster from Lesson #3-23 through #3-26 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: mural paper and tape 

 
Before class: 

1. Gather the Journey to the Cross poster you began creating previously during the 
Sending the Story time. Hang it on a wall or place it in a location where your group can 
add to it. 

2. If  you did not start the Journey to the Cross poster previously, begin with a blank piece 
of  mural paper. 

 
During class: 

1. Invite students to gather around the poster. 
2. Today we continue our journey toward the cross. Over the last few weeks we have 

started creating a poster that shows different things that we have learned on this 
journey. Let’s add to it with lessons from today’s story. 

3. Ask students to think of  one thing that they learned from today’s story. Ask them to 
either write or draw this one thing on the paper. 

4. Invite a few students who are comfortable doing so to share what they learned. 
5. Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus and he did. Jesus also sought out Zacchaeus, 

even though Zacchaeus was an outsider to many people. This experience 
changed Zacchaeus.  

 

Before ending class, make a point to come together to pray.  Use the following or say your own 
prayer.   

 
Dear God, thank you for finding us and loving us. Thank you for loving everyone who 
is lost. Help us remember that you are always with us. Amen. 
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Lesson #3-27 (3rd-6th)  ⚫  March 21, 2021 Activity Sheet #3-27.A 

Can you place Zacchaeus in a sycamore tree? 
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Lesson #3-27 (3rd-6th)  ⚫  March 21, 2021 Bible Book 

Luke 18:31–19:10  
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Jesus teaches his disciples that he will soon suffer and die in Jerusalem. He then heals a man who is blind and 
welcomes the repentance of a rich tax collector named Zacchaeus (Luke 18:31–19:10). 

Living the Word: Teaching Kids God’s Story 

Narrative Lectionary, Year 3 (2020-2021) 
Lesson #3-27 

Luke 18:31–19:10  

Jesus tells a story of a rich man and a man who was poor named Lazarus. They both die, and while Lazarus is 
comforted, the rich man suffers. Each experiences the opposite of what happened in their lives (Luke 16:19-31). 

3rd-6th 

Jesus brings salvation to outsiders who receive 
him with faith and joy.  

Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey to great celebration. But later that week, Judas agrees to betray Jesus, Jesus 
shares a last supper with his disciples, and Jesus dies on a cross, mocked and rejected (Luke 19:29-40; 22:1-6, 
14-23; 23:32-47). 

Zacchaeus repents after experiencing grace and 
realizing how his actions hurt others. One way that 
people express repentance is through prayer. There 
may be a prayer of confession used in your church’s 
worship service. As a family, write your own prayer 
of confession and pray it together during the week. 

Tax Collectors 
In Jesus’ time, tax collectors worked for the 
oppressive Roman Empire. They would take as much 
money as they wanted from people. They only paid 
the Roman government the amount that was due, 
then kept the rest of the money for themselves. This 
was how they made a living; but they often took more 
than they needed. The people could not do anything 
about it. Jesus chose to visit the home of someone 
who was an outcast and disliked by others. 

Zacchaeus 

A large crowd gathers when Jesus enters Jericho, 
including a tax collector, Zacchaeus, who was too 
short to see Jesus. Zacchaeus climbs a tree. Jesus sees 
Zacchaeus, and then he invites himself over to 
Zacchaeus’ house. People grumble because Jesus is 
going to the house of a sinner. However, this 
experience of grace changes Zacchaeus; he repents and 
promises to give back four times what he has taken 
from other people. The story ends with Jesus saying 
that he has come to rescue those who are lost, bringing 
them into God’s kingdom. Zacchaeus has experienced 
God’s love, the salvation that Jesus brought him. 
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Lesson #3-27 
Luke 18:31–19:10  

@ HOME 

Use the questions below or other questions you think of to discuss today’s Scripture reading (listed 
above) with your family.   

 How do you think the blind man felt when Jesus gave him sight? 

 How do you think Jesus felt when he saw Zacchaeus in the sycamore tree? 

 How do you think Zacchaeus felt when Jesus went to his home? 

As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family. 
What is God’s message to us? How should we respond?  

Family Discussions 

Family Devotions 

Sunday—Read Luke 18:31–19:10  
Zacchaeus’ encounter with Jesus leads him to repentance and grace. Tell the story of Zacchaeus to another friend or family 
member. What can we learn from this story? 

Monday—Read Luke 19:11-27  
The parable of the ten pounds prepares us for the coming of God’s kingdom. Try acting out the story with your family. 
What do you think this parable means? 

Tuesday—Read Luke 20:1-8 
Jesus responds to a question about his authority. Who are some people in your community who hold authority? Say a prayer 
for them today. 

Wednesday—Read Luke 20:9-19  
The parable of the wicked tenants gives us a glimpse of the story that is to come. Compare this parable to the story of Jesus. 
Do you see any similarities? What might they be?  

Thursday—Read Luke 20:20-26  
We are commanded to give to God what belongs to God. Use your own piggy bank (or make one of your own) and set 
aside a little extra money this week to give to God. Why do we give offerings to God? 

Friday—Read Luke 20:27-40  
Jesus teaches about the future resurrection, that people will not only be alive again, but they will be better. What do you 
think this will be like? Draw a picture with your thoughts. 

Saturday—Read Luke 21:1-4 
We are commanded to give God our whole lives. What is one thing you can do to love and serve God today? Think of one 
thing and try it. 


