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Key Verse:  

Return to the LORD, your God, for [God] is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.  
Joel 2:13b  
 

The Point: 

God patiently and lovingly calls us to repent.  
 

Making Connections:     

The Hope of  the Messiah 

 
Bible Nuts & Bolts:    

The World to Come 
 

Spiritual Practice:     

Prayer 

Lesson #3-13 

Sunday, December 6, 2020 

 
Joel 2:12-13, 28-29  

3rd-6th 
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Lesson #3-13 (3rd-6th) December 6, 2020 

 
  

Home makeovers and relationship makeovers. 

 Optional: Internet-connected video player 

 

Broadcasts of hope. 

 Paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 

 

Turning around in hope. 

 Bibles 
 

 

Experience a map-guided prayer. 

 Globe or map 
 White board 
 Markers  
 Optional: Internet-connected device 
 

 

Restoration for the broken. 

 Printed copies of Joel 2:12-13, 28-29  
 Clear tape  
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Lesson #3-13 (3rd-6th) December 6, 2020 

 

A place for a merciful God. 

 11” x 17” sheets of construction paper or 
card stock 

 Colorful markers 
 Bibles 
 Clear adhesive contact paper, or 

laminating machine 
 Scissors  
 

Rise up from the ashes to experience restoration. 

 Internet-connected video player 
 Paper 
 Pens or pencils  
 

Optional ongoing activity. 

 Bible Book page (found at end of lesson) 
 Cardstock or plain paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: three-ring binders, hole punch 
 

 Advent wreath and candles from last week 
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Lesson #3-13 (3rd-6th) December 6, 2020 

 
Making Connections 
Through Daniel we saw that God is faithful to 
deliver us, and our response to God’s faithfulness 
affects our actions. Today we get a glimpse of 
God’s future activity. The passages in Joel have a 
strong theme of repentance in anticipation of the 
coming Day of the Lord. 
 

Story Summary:  
Joel’s Prophecy of  Hope  
The prophet Joel warned Jerusalem and Judah of 
the impending “Day of the Lord,” a period of 
time when people would know for sure that God 
is indeed the one and only God. Joel’s message 
was for people to return to God. The people were 
looking away from God rather than to God. Joel 
stressed the hope in knowing that even though 
God is perfect and all powerful, and even though 
God hates sin, God is also “gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love” (Joel 2:13). God worked to get the people to 
change their ways through warnings of what 
would happen if they continued on their path.  
 
God told Joel to let the people know that God 
would  be pleased by their repentance: when their 
hearts and minds changed and they returned to 
God. Not only that, but God would also pour out 
the Holy Spirit on them. They would be restored 
to fellowship with God, and their land and lives 
would once again yield fruit. No matter how 
off-track the people were, God’s love embraced 
them and God longed for fellowship to be 
restored. God is faithful to God’s commitment to 
us even when we are not faithful in our 
commitment to God. 

 
The Point 
God patiently and lovingly calls us to repent. 
Joel preaches about God’s patient, loving, and 
faithful nature, which will be most fully revealed in 

the unspecified “Day of the Lord.” Then all people 
will have access to God’s vision for human 
community. In our current unstable world, in the 
midst of fear and corruption, this passage brings us 
hope. As we prepare to experience the Day of the 
Lord, we can put our hope in a faithful God who 
longs for a restored relationship with humankind.  
We can press on with confidence, assured that the 
day is coming when all people will have access to 
God’s vision for human community.  
 

Bible Nuts & Bolts:  
The World to Come 
One of the promises of Scripture is that God is 
bringing God’s kingdom into our world now and will 
bring the kingdom in all of its fullness in the future. 
This is seen in the promises of the world to come in 
the Hebrew prophets (for example, Isaiah 2:1-4) as 
well as Revelation 21:3-5 (and many others). We even 
pray for it in the Lord’s Prayer (“Your kingdom 
come, your will be done…”). Help students look 
forward to this reality and new creation with hope 
and longing for a day when God’s love will be         
all-encompassing and all bad things will be no more. 
 

Spiritual Practice: Prayer 
Prayer is a significant part of a relationship with God, 
and prayer helps us keep open communication with 
God regarding our struggles and our mistakes. It is 
through prayer that we repent.  When Joel gave 
God’s message to “rend your heart,” (Joel 2:13) a 
response to God from humankind would be in the 
form of prayers of confession and repentance. 
Outward actions like tearing your clothes (Joel 2:13) 
were not as important. God was looking for 
meaningful and true change of heart with a restored 
communion through prayer. 
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Lesson #3-13 (3rd-6th)  ⚫  December 6, 2020 

Home makeovers and relationship makeovers. 
 
You will need: 
 Optional: Internet-connected video player 

 
Before class: 

1. Optional: Do a search for a video clip of  HGTV’s Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 
highlights that gives a brief  visual of  the show’s concept.  

2. This website hyperlink is provided for your convenience and is correct and relevant at 
the time of  publication but may not be at the time of  use.  

 
During class: 

1. Optional: Show the video clip you found. If  you choose not to use a video clip, simply 
begin this activity at the next step. 

2. In the show Extreme Makeover Home Edition, homes are demolished and 
rebuilt to make them even better. 

3. If  you could rebuild a friendship or relationship with a family member to make 
it stronger, which would it be and why? [Answers will vary.] 

4. If  you could rebuild your relationship to God, what part of  it would you want to 
have made over first? What will it look like after it is remade? [Answers will vary.]  

https://www.hgtv.com/shows/extreme-makeover-home-edition/extreme-makeover--home-edition-video-highlights-videos
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Broadcasts of  hope. 
 
You will need: 
 Paper 
 Pens or pencils 

 
During class: 

1. Divide the class into small groups. 
2. Half  of  the groups will make up a short account in the day of  the life of  someone their 

age living in today’s world with its various hardships. If  they can remember this without 
writing it down, writing is not a requirement. 

3. The other half  of  the groups will make up a short account in the day of  the life of  
someone their age living in a perfect world. 

4. Pretend to have a news briefing, alternating stories from today’s world with stories from 
the world to come. “Interview” them by asking for their accounts.  

5. After this is finished, explain: This is not just an activity about a make-believe new 
world. There truly is a world to come. God’s original plan for a perfect world will 
be restored. Sin and hardships will be gone. Although we do not know exactly 
when God will set this fully in place, we can look forward to the new creation 
with hope, knowing a day is coming when God’s love will be all-encompassing 
and all bad things will be no more. What we are experiencing now is just 
temporary. The world to come will last forever. 
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Turning around in hope. 
 
You will need: 
 Bibles 

 
During class: 

1. Ask the students to turn their chairs, so their backs are against the table (or their backs 
are to the direction in the room that the students usually face). 

2. While they are facing the “wrong” direction, ask them to cover their ears with their 
hands. 

3. Quietly read Joel 2:12-13, placing yourself  so the students’ backs face you. 
4. Then, go to where they can see you and ask them to lower their hands. 
5. For a long time the people would not listen to God. Unfortunately, the 

consequences for that were very bad. 
6. Ask a volunteer to read Joel 2:12-13. 
7. Why do you think it was so important that the people returned to God? [Answers 

will vary, but may include: So their lives would be better.] 
8. Why is this message still important today? [Answers will vary, but may include: God wants 

us to obey; God wants us to experience the joy of  knowing God.] 
9. Ask the students to turn their chairs, so they are facing the table (or the direction they 

usually face). Although I asked you to do this, it felt bad seeing your backs to me 
when I was talking to you. And it seemed worse to see your hands covering your 
ears. What do you think it is like for the Almighty God when people do the same 
and worse to God? [It hurts, it feels bad.] 

10.  Ask a volunteer to read Joel 2:28-29. 
11.  This states that God’s spirit will be poured out on the same line of  people who 

originally had their backs to God. What does that tell you about God? [God is 
forgiving.] 

12.  The Israelites were in a pattern of  following God and then turning their backs 
on God. God still showed them mercy. When we turn back to God, there is hope. 

13.  How does this make you feel about making mistakes? [Answers will vary.] 
14.  How does it make you feel about having hope in God? [Answers will 

vary.]  
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Experience a map-guided prayer. 
 

You will need: 
 Globe or map 
 White board and markers 
 Optional: Internet-connected device 

 
Before class: 

1. Locate a globe or map, or use a website such as this: http://www.worldatlas.com. Click 
on any part of  the world map to zoom in for a more detailed view. 

2. This website hyperlink is provided for your convenience and is correct and relevant at 
the time of  publication but may not be at the time of  use.  

 
During class: 

1. Ask the students to make a list of  basic human needs. As they call them out, write them 
on the white board. 

2. Discuss and list things that can happen that prevent people from having their basic needs 
met. Examples can include war, drought, not having a job, being sick, etc. 

3. Give the students the opportunity to take turns to randomly point and choose a location 
on the map. Say the name of  the country. Pray for the basic needs of  the people living 
there. Pray for peace. Pray for restoration where it may be needed. 

4. Continue with various locations, ending with a prayer for peace for the entire world. 

http://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/world.htm
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Restoration for the broken. 
 
You will need: 
 Printed copies of  Joel 2:12-13, 28-29  
 Clear tape  

 
Before class: 

1. Print one copy of  today’s Scripture reading (Joel 2:12-13, 28-29) for each student. You 
can get this from an online Bible and print, or photocopy the passage from a Bible. 

2. Make “accidental” tears in the copies in several places without actually separating the 
papers into pieces.   

 
During class: 

1. When things are broken, we do our best to fix them.  
2. Distribute the copies and the tape. 
3. These pages have been torn. Do your best to tape them, so we can still read the 

words on the page. Be careful to match each letter with its part on the torn page. 
4. When the work is done, say: You did a good job. We can still tell that these pages 

were torn and mended. Someday when we are fully restored, God’s perfect 
kingdom will be such that our previous flaws will be completely gone. 

5. See if  you can read Joel 2:13 on your restored copy. Ask for a volunteer to read the 
verse. What are some ways that we can turn back towards God? [Answers will vary.] 

6. What do you imagine a restored world will be like? [Answers will vary.] 
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A place for a merciful God. 
 
You will need: 
 11” x 17” sheets of  construction paper or card stock 
 Colorful markers 
 Bibles 
 Clear adhesive contact paper or laminating machine 
 Scissors  

 
During class: 

1. Today we will make placemats to remind us of  that God is merciful each time 
you sit to eat. You will do this by decorating the mat with words that describe 
God, as found in today’s Scripture reading. 

2. The students should look for the words in Joel 2:12-13 and determine how and where to 
write them on their mats. Words they include might be Lord, God, gracious, merciful, 
slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, or holds back from doing harm. 

3. Cut the corners of  the mat if  rounded corners are desired. 
4. After they fill their mats with the words, the mats can be covered using clear adhesive 

contact paper or a laminating machine.  
5. When you say grace before eating, you can also thank God for being one or more 

of  the words you wrote on your mats.  
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Rise up from the ashes to experience restoration. 
 
You will need: 
 Internet-connected video player 
 Paper 
 Pens or pencils  

 
Before class: 

1. Access the song “Glorious Ruins” by Hillsong using the following link or via another 
means. 

2. If  you will be using the above link, pause the video at 1:10.  
3. This website hyperlink is provided for your convenience and is correct and relevant at 

the time of  publication but may not be at the time of  use.  
 
During class: 

1. While sitting on the floor, using a separate piece of  paper for each item in the following 
list, students will write:  

• A few things that they are sorry they did 
• A few things that they have not forgiven others for 
• A few things that people did to upset them that they keep thinking about 

2. Things like what you wrote down can come between us and God. To restore the 
relationship, we need to stop doing some things, forgive others, and let go of  
grudges. 

3. Play the chorus of  “Glorious Ruins..”  As the chorus plays, suggest to the students to 
say a silent prayer, tear the first paper into small pieces or shreds, drop it by their feet 
and stand with their arms raised and freed. If  they know the chorus, they can sing along. 

4. Repeat the above activity, replaying the chorus, for each of  the other two papers. 
5. Lead a short discussion in what it felt like to rip up those papers. 
6. Together sweep the pieces into the trash, so they are all gone.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9XAfLLEvIug
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Optional ongoing activity. 
 
You will need: 
 Bible Book page (found at end of  lesson) 
 Cardstock or plain paper 
 Pens or pencils 
 Markers or crayons 
 Optional: three-ring binders, hole punch 

 
Before class: 

1. Make copies of  this week’s Bible Book page on cardstock or copy paper for each 
student. 

 
During class: 

1. Hand out Bible Book pages. 
2. What are some of  the important things we have learned from today’s story? 

[Answers will vary.]  
3. On the bottom of  your page, please write one or two important things that you 

have learned from the story today. In the middle of  the page, draw a picture from 
the story or illustrate one of  the important things you’ve learned. Don’t forget to 
put your name on the back of  the page, please! 

4. Optional: Collect and three-hole punch the pages, and put them in individual binders for 
each student to be kept at church until the end of  the year. If  you wish, you can 
investigate other options for binding the Bible books through a local print shop at the 
end of  the year instead of  using a three-ring binder. 
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This is the second Sunday of  Advent. Display the Advent wreath and follow your tradition in 
lighting the candle (or turn on the battery-operated candle). Often the second week of  Advent 
is associated with love. If  your faith tradition uses a different symbol for this week, refer to 
that instead of  love.  
 
Why would a God who was disobeyed plan to restore the disobedient people? [Love.] 
Why does God plan a new world for us? [Love.] 
 

Before ending class, make a point to come together to pray.  Use the following or say your own 
prayer.   
 
Gather around the Advent wreath (not too close if  it is an actual lit candle) and pray. 
 
Jesus, you are the light of  the world. 
Jesus, you are the light of  my life. 
Jesus, you are the light of  the world to come. 
Thank you for your love. 
Amen. 
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Lesson #3-13 (3rd-6th)  ⚫  December 6, 2020 Bible Book 

Joel 2:12-13, 28-29  
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God patiently and lovingly calls us to repent.  

The prophet Joel addresses those returning from exile. but it is the gracious and merciful nature of God that will 
see the people through their difficulties, just as God saw Daniel through the lions’ den (Joel 2:12-13, 28-29).  

Isaiah proclaims the promise that God will someday restore the people to their land and make life better than it 
was before, with a specific focus on those who are vulnerable (Isaiah 61:1-11). 

Living the Word: Teaching Kids God’s Story 

Narrative Lectionary, Year 3 (2020-2021) 
Lesson #3-13 

Joel 2:12-13, 28-29  

The people did not listen to the prophets and were sent into exile. Daniel refused to stop worshipping the God 
of Israel, so he was thrown into a lions’ den. God kept him safe throughout the night (Daniel 6:6-27).  

Joel’s Prophecy of  Hope 

The prophet Joel warned Jerusalem and Judah of the 
impending “Day of the Lord,” a period of time when 
people would know for sure that God is indeed the 
one and only God. Joel urged the disobedient people 
to return to God because there would be serious 
consequences if they did not. Joel stressed that God is 
“gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love” (Joel 2:13). God also promised to 
pour out the Holy Spirit on them. They would be 
restored to fellowship with God, and their land and 
lives would once again yield fruit. No matter how 
disobedient the people were, God’s love embraced 
them and longed for fellowship to be restored.  

3rd-6th 

Prayer is a significant part in a relationship with God. 
It helps us keep open communication with God 
regarding our struggles and our mistakes. It is 
through prayer that we begin our repentance, 
followed through with actions.  As a family, make it a 
habit to check in with God daily, confessing sin and 
asking for help to walk in God’s ways.  

The World to Come 
One of the promises of Scripture is that God is 
bringing God’s kingdom into our world now and will 
bring the kingdom in all of its fullness in the future. 
We even pray for it in the Lord’s Prayer (“Your 
kingdom come, your will be done”). We can look 
forward to this reality and new creation with hope 
and longing for a day when God’s love will be 
supreme, and all bad things will be gone. 



Sunday—Read Joel 2:12-13, 28-29  
Joel’s prophesy of hope includes a call to repentance. After a quiet time of silent confession, pour glasses full of your 
favorite beverages and enjoy them while you talk about the love of God. 

Monday—Read Psalm 51:1-12  
This is a prayer for cleansing. Using a sink that everyone can reach, take turns washing your hands. Then ask God to wash 
your hearts by forgiving your sins. 

Tuesday—Read Acts 2:14-21  
Peter addresses the crowd’s reaction to Pentecost. Quoting Joel, he confirms the fulfillment of the prophesy of pouring out 
the spirit on flesh. Play a game of “Say and Do”. Each family member says they will do something before the day is over. 
Each one follows through. 

Wednesday—Read Joel 3:1-2a, 17-18  
These passages are the promise that God will restore Judah after the judgment. Eat a snack of dry bread and water. Discuss 
the devastation of judgment. During a full favorite dinner discuss what it would be like to go from total devastation to a 
brand new beautiful city. 

Thursday—Read Amos 9:11-15  
This references the restoration of David’s kingdom. Scatter toy blocks and rebuild a little city as you read and discuss this 
passage. 

Friday—Read Micah 5:2-4 
This passage is about the coming Messiah, the ruler from Bethlehem. Hang some Christmas decorations to prepare for 
celebrating the Messiah’s birth. 

Saturday—Read Isaiah 40:1-5 
In this passage, God’s people are comforted by the promise of a Messiah. Get comfortable in blankets or with pillows and 
share with each other the things about Jesus that bring you comfort. 
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Lesson #3-13 
Joel 2:12-13, 28-29  

Use the questions below or other questions you think of to discuss today’s Scripture reading (listed 
above) with your family.   

 What does this tell us about God’s view of sin? 

 What does this tell us about God’s view of forgiveness? 

 What kind of hope does this offer you? 

As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family. 
What is God’s message to us? How should we respond?  

@ HOME 

Family Discussions 

Family Devotions 


