Grace Workday:
Wednesday May 12
Put on your work gloves
and join us Wednesday
May 12 for a workday at
Grace. That night we will
be celebrating our last
night of confirmation with
a small meal outside
beginning at 5:15 pm followed by work projects around Grace. A list of
all the projects will be coming soon but we will take all the help we
can get for this evening’s hard work and fun. There will be both indoor
and outdoor projects to be worked on.

May 2021
MARK YOUR
CALENDAR
Sunday Worship at 9:55 am
9:55 am in person and on
Facebook
Tuesdays
9:30 am Music with Mr. Ben
1:30 pm Prayer Grp (HR)
Wednesdays
May 5 & 12 Confirmation
Thursdays
8 pm ZOOM Bible Study
Fridays

Grace Gardeners!
May this be a year of new life
and growth and getting out
and seeing each other!
If you would like to return to
Grace Garden (either in your
same plot or a new one) simply
print off, sign, and return the
contract found at https://www.gracemankato.com/communitygarden.html along with your payment to Grace Lutheran Church, 110
N 4th St, Mankato, MN 56001. Or you can stop by the church office
during open hours, and fill out a contract there along with your payment.
We would LOVE to have a Spring clean-up day. More info on that
coming soon, but I think we can do so safely at this point. There's lots
of space! Also, we will be having a nice load of compost delivered
around the beginning of May, so you can add some to your plots.
Any questions? I'm excited to get going. My pepper seedlings are
about 4 inches tall and I just put potatoes in the garden tonight!
Blessings to you all for a better 2021!
Ryan "Dr. Green Thumb"

WORSHIP BROADCASTS
Radio
KTOE 1420AM on Sunday 10 am
Television
Consolidated 7(507)/Spectrum 181
Tues 1 p.m. & Wed. 7:15 p.m.

COVID Office Hours
M - Th 10 am - 5 p.m.
Friday 10 am - Noon
Office Phone
507.345.4248

Grace is serving dinner at
Connections Shelter the
second and fourth Sunday of
every month.
If you would like to sign up to
help out for any of the next
times we're serving you can
reach out to Ben through the
church office or at
DSG@gracemankato.org

see just how much we can really do. God is at work here
and it is exciting. Thank you for your continued support
of this new ministry and our monthly endeavors to grow
in generosity. It is truly fun to be a pastor of a congregation that is engaged in this way.

Friends of Grace,
Things keep getting better all the time around here.
Yes, I am talking the weather because it does keep
getting closer to that time when we can be outdoors
and enjoying creation a little more easily, but I am also
talking about what is going on inside our church as
well. I have been so excited to watch our ministries
grow by leaps and bounds this year already, and as we
approach a time when Covid-19 is less of a hurdle, I
can only imagine what we will do next.
Most recently, the generosity of our congregation has
been a reflection of God’s abundant love for the
world. First in our food drive where we had a carload
donated by members for the ECHO food shelf. Each
week it was incredible to watch the donations grow.
This month we participated in the “no more trash
bags” drive to help young people in foster care and
experiencing homelessness have a place for their belonging that reflects their value as beloved children of
God. Everyone deserves something more than a trash
bag, and you have exceeded my wildest expectations.
Our narthex is nearly bursting as I write this, filled with
the generosity of our members and others from the
community. What a display of God’s radical love for
others, calling everyone worthy of dignity, naming
each of us a beloved child.
Finally, our food ministries have also been fun to
watch as they grow to serve a larger part of the community. Seeing how many of you have been willing to
show up and do the work of preparing meals for
strangers, often over several hours on a Sunday morning has re-affirmed in me what I have known for years.
Grace is a place that loves to serve. This ministry, especially, is the one I anticipate will thrive as restrictions on gatherings begin to lift and we are able to

As we enter the summer, we are planning our sermon
series and will share a theme with you all soon. I am also
looking forward to find a few dates to meet at Spring
Lake Park as we did last year to both celebrate how far
we have come, and to enjoy what we found in this last
year. I can’t wait to spend more time with all of you and
discover what else we can do as we continue to live and
work to serve others through God’s abundant love.

Yours in Christ,

Rev. John Odegard


Thursday’s Zoom Bible Study
at 7 PM
Zoom Meeting ID: #857 5766 8823
We continue to meet every Thursday evening at 7:00
over zoom for our weekly bible study. We're always
looking for more people to join. Most weeks will be led
by Ben but other weeks the study will be led by another
Grace member. The study is on Daily Faith Practices
and the Bible Study material is provided by the ELCA.
Each week we will spend some time chatting and sharing some highlights and lowlights from our week as we
fellowship. Following that we will spend time diving into a study each week. All the studies can be viewed
ahead of time and can be found online at gracemankato.org/adultbiblestudy. We will also have a few weeks
of the studies shared in the weekly online newsletter.
So you can look ahead to help guide discussion. Each
week we will gather over zoom for about an hour. If
you need help connecting to Zoom or would like email
and text reminders about the study, you can reach out
to Ben and he’d be glad to help you out.
We hope you will consider joining us for this time of
bible study and fellowship. All are Welcome whether
you have joined us in the past or not.
We hope to see you soon!
-Ben Geer

Clair was so much fun. April 17th we had such an
amazing day to be out walking the ditches picking up
trash and caring for God’s beautiful creation. Then to
share some time with few of the youth and others
have some delicious pie prepared by Sam Anderson
was fantastic.

Greetings everyone.
I hope this newsletter finds you all doing well. I recently wrote in one of our latest that there was an
energy going on. I was not sure, if it was the warmer
weather, more sunlight or if I had gotten some
caffeine into my system. I have avoided caffeine now
for 10 years so not sure how it would affect me.
What I determined what it was, was an energy
around Grace. I really started feeling it on Palm Sunday. There were a bit more people in the pews. The
décor around the church was looking amazing (thank
you Terry) and you could just feel something in the
air. Unfortunately the following few weeks I ended
up quarantined to my home due to Covid hitting just
a bit closer to home than expected or desired. Upon
my return, though I could still feel that energy. The
church was now beautifully decked out for Easter,
which made everything feel fresh, new, and alive.
There was also so much more going on.
We have had an amazing response to our “no more
trash bags donation drive.” I have been overwhelmed by how much support has been shown to
this. The amount of bags and suitcases that have
been donated will make such a huge difference to
those kids in foster care to have something to carry
their belongings in besides a trash bag.
To be with the 13 folks that helped clean up our twomile stretch on highway 83 between Mankato and St

Something though has been growing here at Grace
that I am really excited about. Our involvement has
been growing more and more seems like every week
with the South Central Minnesota Food Recovery. If
you haven’t heard what that is, the quick version is
through it we are able to stop foods from making their
way to the compost and landfill and have been able to
get it to families in need. Grace is just a small part of
that process. On the 18th about a dozen of us spent a
few hours in the kitchen following worship working
with green pepper, onions, and chicken—all that had
been recovered though the Food Recovery project.
With that some rice and tomato sauce we were able to
put together 40 family sized meals that have all been
distributed to those in need in our community. Twenty
-five meals went to families staying with Theresa
House sites in Mankato and St Peter. Five Meals went
to the St Peter Food Shelf and 10 meals went to MY
Place here in Mankato. My Place told me the meals we
took there were all taken within an hour of their arrival.
The work we are able to do as a congregation when we
get together with a common goal in mind is so inspiring, and I am so proud and honored to be a part of
that. Thank you all for all you do to make a difference
in the community around Grace, and if we can do this
all during a very real pandemic going on around us just
imagine what the future has in store for the ministry of
Grace. Thank you all!!!
Ben Geer

Thank You Altar Guild for a Beautiful Narthex and Altar Display for
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday!

Thank You to the men who decorated the cross
and a BIG THANK YOU to Terry Kvitek who spent
time planning, organizing the altar guild and other volunteers, to make Grace Lutheran’s worship
setting very inviting for Palm Sunday, Holy Week
services, and Easter Sunday.
Big thanks to all who contributed to the Easter
Garden this year—we have already received
thank you notes from some of those who were
given a flower from the Easter Garden. Special
thanks to those who made the deliveries.

2021 Vacation Bible School - June 7th – 11th
We are just a little over a month away from our in-person Vacation Bible School (VBS) this summer. We will be
holding here at Grace the week of June 7th which is the week after school lets out for Mankato schools. The
theme for the week is "King of Me." We will explore some of the characters from the Old Testament and how
God is bigger than obstacles that were put in their way and how God is the King of all those things. When we feel
alone God is with us. This week will be full of fun worship, crafts and activities.
This will be fully run by Grace so we will be looking for volunteers to help during the week. If you have time available or you have an older child at home that you want to get out of the house to help please let Ben know
(DSG@gracemankato.org) and he'd love to have some help. He will take help during the days with programing,
food, childcare before and after or even planning the VBS if you are feel very adventurous.
All kids are welcomed to attend. They do not have to be a member of Grace
Children ages Kindergarten - 6th Grade are invited.
Programing will run from 8:30 - 3:00 Monday - Thursday and 8:30 - noon on Friday. Early drop off and late pick
up will be available to families that need it.
Meals will be provided Monday - Thursday
Suggested Donation of $35 to cover cost of food and craft supplies
You can sign up for VBS by going to gracemankato.org/youthandfamily

ADOPT A HIGHWAY

Saturday 13 of us gathered to clean up the 2-mile stretch of
highway 83 between Mankato and St Clair. Since 1990, Grace
Members and friends have been doing their part to keep
that stretch of highway clean. This year there was less snow
in the ditches, so no snowball fight broke out. We had a
great amount of sunshine though.
Every year we gather once in the spring and once in the fall
to clean the ditches. Thank you Sam Anderson for once again
leading this effort and the fantastic homemade Cherry and
Key Lime Pie after.

Grace Lutheran Church Women are sponsoring a Pillow Cleaning
Carlson’s
Pillow Cleaning
Service

will be at Grace Lutheran Church:

Mon. May 10
Drop-off from 6-8 p.m.
Tues. May 11
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

*Cleaned * Deodorized* Sanitized * Fluffed

Custom Made New Pillows & Down . Comforters for sale.
New Ticking of your choice added. On the spot cleaning — returned same day.
Crushed foam pillows can be cleaned.
Polyester pillows can be recovered.

This week we finished our
No More Trash Bags
Suitcase and Duffle Bag Drive.
It is incredible what we have collected. This picture does not even
show everything as some are behind the table and some suitcases
are in other suitcases. To think of
the difference these will make in
children's lives moving in and out
of foster care is amazing.
Thank you all so much for the
donations of suitcases and bags
to go to kids transitioning in and
out of foster care. We collected
an incredible amount of bags and suitcases. We will get a final count as soon as we can. The donation drive was done
in partnership with The Reach. Be on the lookout for future donation drives here at Grace. If you have an idea of one
we could do, please reach out to Ben about helping getting it organized. -Ben Geer

Grace Lutheran
hosts a blood drive
on
Friday, May 28,
12:30-5:30 pm The

American Red Cross has a constant and
ongoing need for blood and platelet donations. With the ongoing pandemic, the
Red Cross needs the help of blood and
platelet donors and blood drive hosts to
meet the needs of patient care.

March
ECHO food shelf
Donation Results

173 pounds
Great job
Grace Family!!!

Please schedule your next donation appointment now to help prevent another blood shortage.
COVID INFO: The American Red Cross is testing all blood, platelet and plasma donations for COVID-19 antibodies. As part of that effort, plasma from whole blood donations that test positive for COVID-19 antibodies
may now help current Coronavirus patients in need of convalescent plasma transfusions. The Red Cross is
following FDA blood donation eligibility guidance for those who receive a COVID-19 vaccination, and deferral
times may vary depending on the type of vaccine an individual receives. If you’ve received a COVID-19 vaccine, you’ll need to provide the manufacturer name when you come to donate. Upon vaccination, you should receive a card
or printout indicating what COVID-19 vaccine was received, and we encourage you to bring that card with you to your next donation. In most cases, there is no deferral time for individuals who received a COVID-19 vaccine as long as they are symptom
free and feeling well at the time of donation. There is no deferral time for eligible blood donors who are vaccinated with an inactivated or RNA based COVID-19 vaccine manufactured by AstraZeneca, Janssen/J&J, Moderna, Novavax, or Pfizer. Eligible blood
donors who received a live attenuated COVID-19 vaccine or do not know what type of COVID-19 vaccine they received must wait
two weeks before giving blood. Needed: Your mask AND your covid vaccine info if you have had the vaccine.
Donating blood products is essential to community health and the need for blood products is constant.

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org
and enter: GRACEKATO to schedule an appointment.
NOTE: Those who donate in May will automatically be entered for a chance to win a travel trailer camper that sleeps five,
powered by Suburban Propane. Additional info and details at https://www.redcrossblood.org/local-homepage/events

Holy Communion Class was held Wednesday, March 31
Last month our 5th and 6th grade youth and their parents participated in Holy Communion Class. During the class
they joined in bible study, made their very own communion bread, taste tested the elements, learned about the sacrament from Pastor John and got to take their first communion together.

Jessica Domas

Congratulations on your First Communion!
Ella Drake
Landyn Erickson
Chloe Geer

Lauren Hendrickson

Ben Geer and Rev. John Odegard are in the April 20 Mankato Free Press
Here are some snippets from the article….
Groups get creative to reduce food waste, feed those in need
By Tim Krohn tkrohn@mankatofreepress.com Apr 20, 2021
Ben Geer, Director of Spiritual Growth at Grace Lutheran Church (left) and
the Rev. John Odegard load green peppers for the South Central Minnesota
Food Recovery Project, located at Wooden Spoon in Old Town Mankato.
They drove 26 cases of bananas and 20 cases of green peppers to NorthPoint Health and Wellness’s Community Food Shelf in Minneapolis.
...MPCA Commissioner Laura Bishop said wasted food is responsible for at
least 2.6% of all U.S. greenhouse gas emissions — equivalent to more than
37 million cars or 1 in 7 cars on the road. “Preventing and reducing wasted
food represents a significant opportunity to mitigate climate change.”
Late last year Frost got a $75,000 grant from the MPCA’s new Prevention of
Wasted Food and Food Rescue program. “The key piece of this grant was to
build space at Wooden Spoon so we were able to accept large truckloads of
food.”
She said they have been able to rescue 12½ tons of food in the past three
months that would have otherwise ended up in the landfill.
“Our group is really taking off,” Frost said. “We’re going to be forming a nonprofit group to move the work forward. We now
have partners at several food distribution centers and businesses. I’m really excited about some of the ideas being floated
to expand opportunities to recover food.”

Automatic External
Defribrillator (AED)
is now located near the heat register
as you walk into the narthex we need
to ask the question: Is anybody here
trained in CPR & AED? Please Let Joan
in the church office know. (345-4248)

Caregiver Support
Groups
Caregiving can be challenging and
isolating. Gain insights and encouragement from other caregivers by
joining a Caregiver Support Group
facilitated by VINE Faith in Action
staff. Call Joyce at (507) 386-5583.

From the Fair trade Cart…
(located downstairs just outside of the narthex)

Coffee - Tea - Chocolate - Olive Oil - Spices
Fair Trade Chairperson: Audrey von Holt

All fair trade/organic coffee: $7 a bag
Individual Coffee packets
(makes 10-12 cups) : 60¢ each
All tea: $3
Large Chocolate Bars : $2.50 each

G L C W Board Meeting
The board meets the first Monday each month
at 10 am. Next meeting date: May 3

G L C W Unit Meetings:
All Grace Church women are invited to join a unit.
It is a time for: Bible study, a short business meeting,
and warm fellowship.
Unit meetings are on a “Covid–19 Hold”

Communion Available
You can now bring communion home with you.
Pre-consecrated elements are available at the church. You can stop in to
pick it up and bring home to have during service on Sunday morning.
If you can't make it in let us know and we can bring it to you and drop off
during the week. If you'd like, you can make your own communion bread
at home. Check out the link below for a great recipe.
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2017/09/reader-recipe-communion-bread/

Staying Connected


Facebook. See www.facebook.com/gracemankatoelca at 9:55 a.m. Sundays for the worship service.



YouTube. Watch the worship service. Find a link on our website homepage.



Television. On KTV, Public Access Television for the Mankato Area.
Consolidated 7 or 507 (HD)/Spectrum 181 on Tues 1 p.m. & Wed. 7:15 p.m.



Radio. Listen to the worship service at 10 am on KTOE-AM 1420 or ktoe.com.



By Phone. Sometimes the most simple thing we can do is just pick up the phone and call people to say
hello and find out how they are doing. (The Grace Office phone number is 507-345-4248.)



In the Sanctuary. The sanctuary space is open for worship. All Covid rules will still apply if you are joining
us in-person. Masks will need to be worn and physical distancing will need to be observed.

Our Address is:
Grace Lutheran Church
110 N 4th St.
Mankato, MN 56001

Office Email addresses:
Rev. John Odegard...pastor@gracemankato.org
Ben Geer…………………....dsg@gracemankato.org
Rich Krause………….….parish@gracemankato.org
Joan Hertel………..…….office@gracemankato.org

Gena Johnson: First Woman Nominated for Academy of
Country Music Engineer Award

Mark Humphrey-AP

Mark Humphrey-AP

Star Tribune article by Chris Riemenschneider excerpt
It started with her grand-father Oscar Anderson's reel-to-reel machine, which he used for recording church hymns at
home in Mankato.
On Sunday, Gena Johnson's childhood fascination with recording equipment is taking her all the way to the Academy
of Country Music Awards in Nashville — and maybe into the history books, too.
Johnson, 31, is the first woman ever nominated as best audio engineer in the ACM Awards. The nomination caps off
what has already clearly been several winning years working in the studio with such big-name acts as Chris Stapleton,
Kacey Musgraves, Brandi Carlile, Jason Isbell, Ashley Monroe and the late John Prine.
"This nomination is definitely bigger than I am," Johnson, 31, said by phone from Nashville on Friday between mixing
sessions for upcoming records by Isbell and Prine.
"I recognize I don't stand alone, and it has a lot to do with the amazing people I've been lucky enough to be working
next to."

The Free Press Article by Diana Rojo-Garcia exerpt
Music’s always been in Johnson’s blood. Her grandfather, Dr. Oscar Anderson, was also a singer.... He was always interested in what I was doing, had a passion for music in general and had a beautiful voice. ”When she
was younger, the family would go to his house after church. “He’d make us Mickey Mouse pancakes and he
would have a tape recorder and record conversations we had,” Johnson said. Conversations that Johnson was
later able to transfer to a digital format. “I was around recording, but I didn’t know at the time that I could do it
for a living. ”... She grew ups singing at her home church — Grace Lutheran Church — and at the age of12,
Johnson began attending classical voice lessons at Minnesota State University with professor Diana Moxness.“I
was always drawn to music and singing,” Johnson said. “It was something I was super passionate about and still
am. ”The 2008 Mankato East grad attended MSU. In 2008, the university developed joint program with Hennepin Technical College in Eden Prairie and Johnson enrolled in it. Split between two campuses, she took music
business courses at MSU and worked on her recording techniques in Eden Prairie. Johnson graduated in 2012
from MSU and was the first to graduate from the Department of Music's audio specialist degree program.

Grace is proud of the accomplishments Gena has made in her career. Congratulations Gena!

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS
TO OUR
MAY
BIRTHDAY PEOPLE!
Gladys Carter

05/02

Aaron Spellacy

05/12

Bryan Nelson

05/20

Ariadne Snyder

05/02

Diane Wempen

05/13

Laura Pegram

05/21

Ethan Yunkers

05/02

Kenneth Brisson

05/14

Jeffrey Domas

05/22

Robert Klanderud

05/05

Ronald Jones

05/14

Ronda Kopp

05/22

Brandon McLean

05/06

Robin Henke

05/15

Emma Hoehn

05/24

Christian Rosen

05/06

Nancy McCord

05/15

Lois Rosin

05/24

Preston Rosen

05/06

Jackson Wehner

05/15

Arline Gillson

05/26

Isabell Clausen

05/07

Myrtle Campa

05/16

Susan Spellacy

05/26

Fay Krause

05/07

Louis Kuehl

05/16

Kimberly Halldin

05/27

Alex LeDuc

05/08

Robert Pladsen

05/16

Maurine Johnson

05/27

John Odegard

05/09

Sreelatha Spieker

05/16

Brian Gieseke

05/28

Henry Timmerman

05/09

Hannah Anderson

05/17

Nekoliah Rollins

05/28

Jo Johnson

05/10

Matthew Johnson

05/17

Audrey Tolzmann

05/28

Mary Schuster

05/11

Lisa Tolzmann

05/18

Travis Hensersky

05/30

Ryan Wempen

05/11

Diane Gerlach

05/19

Lisa K. Johnson

05/30

Alex Engelsrud

05/12

Emily Spieker

05/19

Audrey Von Holt

05/30

Forever Remembered
Forever Missed

Forever Remembered
Forever Missed

Our Sincere Sympathies to the Panzram Family

Our Sincere Sympathies to the Veldman Family

Patricia
Ruth
Panzram
Born

July 7, 1930

Died

April 16, 2021

Christine
LeAnn
Veldman
Born

November 8, 1964

Died

April 19, 2021
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Through God’s Abundant Love, We Live and Work to Serve Others
We are a community of faith…
 Gathering in God's Love
 Celebrating God's Presence through Life Events
 Caring for God's People
 Deeply Rooted
 Valuing Life-long Learning
gracemankato.org

Grace Lutheran Church ELCA

Articles for Next Newsletter are Due
Tuesday, May 25

pinterest.com/gracemankato

