Sunday, September 20, 2020

Lesson #3-2

GorlisiPromiseitoyibranm,
Genesis 15:1-6

Key Verse:

[God] brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars,
if you are able to count them.” Then [God] said to him, “So shall your
descendants be.”

Genesis 15:5
The Point:

God cares for us as communities, families, and individuals.
Making Connections:

Promises Made, Promises Broken
Bible Nuts & Bolts:

Origin Stories

Spiritual Practice:

Fellowship
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Lesson #3-2 (PK-2nd)

September 20, 2020

AGtiviIties NINCILLE,

AGEIVIEIES]

StiplIES;

StonylCeltersyRIEHY) 15 moin.
RIS 1 Dolls
Playouse. T Props to play house

Qoamiding

Count items.

SearsintheSly

Fill the sky with stars.

e Stary (&™)

T Various objects in similar categories

T Star stickers
T Blue paper

HowbEmySiarsg 10 i

Attempt to count the stars.

[Bilolle Muts & Beltis (7%-4)

T Poster board or large sheet of paper
T Various colors of star stickers or colored
markers

10 maim,; T Bibles
Identify what happened in the beginning.
Legrimning e Stemy (L)
GodPsAremiicetoAbmEmn 20maim,; T Activity Sheet #3-2.A

Find five star points.

T Paper or card stock
T Scissors
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AGtivitieslICILtE,

Lininghe Stary (="

Theldandof F@//@Wﬁh 70 maim. T None

Extend the hand of fellowship to classmates.

Singringhe Stary (="

5 Wﬂiﬁﬂo T Optional: Internet-connected device

Sing a motion song about Abram, who was later
known as Abraham.

VidleiitionaldGtivities

Shining Stars CI2"™ B mim, T White card stock
T White (wax) crayons

T Tempera paint

T Paint brushes

T Smocks or old t-shirts
T Old newspapers

Paint a sky and see the stars begin to shine.

Revily Stsurs o) iz, | Blue piver
Stars are added to the sky as family members are tar stickers
counted.

St i Snadk (P2 10 main, T Star fruit

T Sharp knife
T Cutting board
T Napkins

Count the star fruit slices.
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AGLIVItIeS AUANCILLE

Yelelitionallictyites]
BileBealke) B il T Bible Book page (found at end of lesson)

. . .. T Cardstock or plain paper
Optional ongoing activity. T Markers or crI:yonsp ’

T Optional: three-ring binders, hole punch

> ) ‘ 7 o T Latge cutout of a five-point star from
Semaelingydhe Seeryy(PhE?™) Smi: T oy
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September 20, 2020

Baclorotnaiolieachners

Making Connections

Following the first sin and its consequences, Adam
and Eve’s son Cain murdered his brother, Abel.
Humanity’s downward spiral continued until
enough was enough. God sent a flood, but first
God made a way for Noah and his family to
survive and for animal life to continue. Even after
that fresh start, people struggled with pride and
temptation. Despite the negative actions of
humankind, God reached out with yet another
promise: to make Abram a father to nations.

Story Summary:

God’s Promise to Abram

Abram believed in God and lived for God. God
told Abram that God is Abram’s shield, and
Abram’s reward would be great. Abram asked how
he would be rewarded because he had no children
or heirs. God told Abram to look at the stars in
the sky. God promised Abram that he would have
that many descendants.

Abram believed God’s promise. God cared about
Abram, about Abram’s family, and about the
community that would come from Abram’s
descendants. (Note: Later, God changed Abram’s
name to Abraham.)

The Point

God cares for us as communities, families,
and individuals. In today’s text, God’s blessings
for Abram and Sarai (Sarah) demonstrated God’s
love and care for Sarai and her desire to give birth,
for Abram and his desire to have a son, and for
Abram and Sarai’s marriage and family. The text
also shows God’s love for those who would live in
the community that would grow as a result of their
son’s birth, for all generations to follow. Each
person is important to God and plays a unique
part in God’s plans for humanity.
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Bible Nuts and Bolts:

Origin Stories

Origin stories are stories used to explain the origin or
cause of something. Genesis as a whole is an origin
story. It begins with two stories about the origin of
the universe and then addresses the origin of the
people of Israel. The call of Abram, along with the
promise to make of Abram a “great nation” is often
considered to be the origin story of the Israelites
through Abram and Sarai (Abraham and Sarah).
Within Scripture, the purpose of these stories is often
to explain how something came about, comment on
how God is interacting with the world, and provide
the Israelite people with a clear cultural and historical
identity.

Spiritual Practice: Fellowship

As individual members of the Body of Christ, bound
together in the love of God, we are each a part of the
family that began a long, long time ago. Do you
experience joy when in the fellowship of believers?
Why or why not? How can you extend the hand of
fellowship to the families of the children that you
minister to each week? Perhaps a card or an email
would be a nice touch. How can you help the families
who are only as involved as dropping their children

off each week to see the joy of fellowship at your
church?
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essomizian

Sty Qantiars (PLEG 1B milnees)

Story Centers are mini-activities designed specifically for preschool and kindergarten students.
Depending on the size of your class, you can set these up as centers for in-class rotations or
do them as a whole class one after another. In most preschool and kindergarten classes, these
centers along with a snack, the “Learning the Story” activity, and the “Living the Story”
activity will fill the education time, but feel free to choose any activity you think would be fun
and appropriate for your class.

Provide dolls and props to play house as a family. This connects to the idea of God
providing a family for Abram.

Provide various objects in similar categories. Examples are several chairs, several blocks,
several socks, etc. In some categories, include enough items to make counting them a
challenge for children this age. Children will count the various objects. (How many chairs?
How many blocks?) This connects to Abram looking up to count the stars.

SeErs

Provide blue paper and star stickers. Children will fill the sky (blue paper) with star stickers.
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Ito @heSiory (P2 10 minies)

Attempt to count the stars.

You will need:
T Poster board or large sheet of paper
T Various colors of star stickers or colored markers

Before class:
1. Stick lots of star stickers on the poster board or paper, or draw stars on the poster board
or paper using various colored markers. Keep a list of how many stars there are in each
color.

During class:
1. Challenge the children to count the stars of various colots.
2. Atend of the activity, tell them how many stars there are in each color. How do I
know? I know the numbers because I put the stars on the paper!
How many stars do you think there are in the sky? [Answers will vary.]
4. There are more stars in the sky than we can ever count. Only God knows how
many there are because God put them there. Only God can see them all, and God
can count higher than anyone.

&

© 2015-2020 Spirit and Truth Publishing—.All Rights Reserved 7




Lesson #3-2 (PK-2nd) September 20, 2020

AN sl Balis (=2 10 mimies)

Origin Steries

Identity what happened in the beginning,

You will need:
T Bible

During class:

1. Explain to the children that “in the beginning” means before anything else, or the
first time or the first thing in a series of events. Ask them to repeat the words, “in
the beginning.” Give the instruction that when you point to the children, they should say
“in the beginning” and you will finish the sentence with something that God did in the
very beginning of our time.

This is how it all began.

(Point to the children.) In the beginning, before there was anything, there was God.

(Point to the children.) In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

(Point to the children.) In the beginning, God created the light.

(Point to the children.) In the beginning, God made the sky and the seas, the earth

and the waters.

7. (Point to the children.) In the beginning, God put all of the stars in the sky.

8. (Point to the children.) In the beginning, God made the animals, and birds, and fish.

9. (Point to the children.) In the beginning, God made Adam and God made Eve.

10. The Book of Genesis is a book of (point to the children) in the beginning,

11. Open a Bible to Genesis 1, the first page of Genesis with the title on it. Hold this up
for the children to see. Ask the children to repeat the word “Genesis”.

12. Genesis is a book of beginnings. It is the first book in the Bible. Genesis tells us
about the first of everything. We like to know how things started. Stories about
how things started are called origin stories. Genesis is a book of origin stories.
Have the children repeat, “origin stories.”

AN S

13.If there is time, repeat numbers three through ten above.
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legming e Sty (e 20 minies)

@odPs Promiise o Albrem

Find five start points.

You will need:
T Activity Sheet #3-2.A
T Paper or card stock
T Scissors

Before class:

1.

Print one copy of Activity Sheet #3-2.A per child.

During class:

1.

2.

As you tell the story in Genesis 15:1-6, the children will cut out a point on the star with
each point that God made to Abram.

A long time ago, not long after the beginning of the world, there lived a man
named Abram. His wife’s name was Sarai (Sair-EYE). People back then counted
on their sons to take care of the family’s property and belongings when the
parents got too old to do it themselves. People back then wanted their family’s
name to go on and on with children and grandchildren and great grandchildren
and great great grandchildren.

Abram knew that God loved him, and Abram loved God back. He tried to do
what God wanted.

Abram was worried. Sarai was disappointed. Both Abram and Sarai were very
old, old enough to be grandparents, but they never had a son. They might have
wondered what they did wrong. People often saw having many sons as an honor,
so they may have felt embarrassed or ashamed. They may have felt afraid that
there was no one to keep their family going or to protect the family’s name.
The Bible tells us in the book of Genesis chapter 15 (open your Bible, so the
children can see that you are using Scripture) that one day God spoke to Abram in a
vision.

God said, “Do not be afraid, Abram.” (verse 1). Cut out one point of the

star (demonstrate and help as needed). God made the point that Abram

should not be what? [Afrzid.] How do we stop from being afraid?

[Answers will vary.] Touch the point of the star that was just cut and ask the

children to repeat with you, Do not be afraid.
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9.

God said, “I am your shield.” (verse 1). What is a shield? What does it do?
[Something put in front of people to protect them.] Cut out another point of the star.
Demonstrate and help as needed. God made the point that God will protect Abram.
Knowing that could help him not be afraid. Touch the point of the star that was just
cut and ask the children to repeat with you, God is your shield.

God said, “Your reward shall be great.” (verse 1). What is a reward? /A prize,
something good that a person gets, an honor, something good that can happen, in this case maybe a big

family.] Cut out another point of the star. Demonstrate and help as needed. God

made the point that Abram would have a great reward. Touch the point of the star
that was just cut and ask the children to repeat with you, Great is your reward.
Abram did not understand. How could he have a great reward when he had not
had a son? Who would be his heir, the person to take care of the family
belongings and land?

10.God said to Abram that Abram will have his own heir (verse 4). Cut out another

11.

point of the star. Demonstrate and help as needed. God made the point that Abram
was going to have a son even though Abram thought he and Sarai were too old to
have children. Can you think of a time when you did not think something would
happen and then were surprised that it did? [Answers will vary.] Touch the point of
the star that was just cut and ask the children to repeat with you, You will have a son.
God took Abram outside to look up at the sky. God told Abram to count the stars
if he could. That was how many children, and grandchildren, and great
grandchildren that God promised Abram would have. Cut out another point of
the star. Demonstrate and help as needed. God made the point that God was
promising Abram that his family would grow and grow and keep on growing.
Touch the point of the star that was just cut and ask the children to repeat with you,
You are promised as many family members as stars in the sky.

12.Hold up your star with one hand and use the other to touch a different corner as you list

each of the points. Do not be afraid. God is your shield. Great is your reward. You
will have a son. You are promised as many family members as stars in the sky.

13. Ask the children to repeat the star points with you. Hold up your star with one hand and

use the other to touch a different corner as you list each of the points. Do not be
afraid. God is your shield. Great is your reward. You will have a son. You are
promised as many family members as stars in the sky.

14. Challenge the children to take turns touching the points on the stars and listing the

points. Help them as needed.

15.Which of the points that God made for Abram in today’s story is your

favorite one? Why? [Answers will vary.]

16. Collect the stars. The stars will be used again in the Sending the Story

activity.
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iimethelStoL R e Olnitites)

More and more hands join in fellowship.

You will need:
T Nothing

During class:

1. Ask each child to find a friend and hold hands. If there is an odd number of students,
reach out and join hands with one of the children. Never make a student hold hands who
does not want to or is visibly sick. Suggest touching elbows or standing next to each
other.

2. Ask each of those pairs of friends to find another pair of friends and join hands with
them.

3. Keep doing this until the entire class is connected by joined hands.

4. We are all a part of the fellowship of God’s family. Each one of us matters to
God, and each matters to every one of us.

5. Go one-by-one through the line or circle and ask the children to say their names. After
each child’s name, the rest of the children should say, “We are glad you are here.”
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Singiing de Stomy(REF e Sminies)

EatherAbkalanm;

Sing a motion song about Abram, who was later known as Abraham.

You will need:
T Optional: Internet-connected device

If you are not familiar with the song, you can search for a video of it on the Internet to hear
the words and see the motions. You can replace “sons” with “kids,” if desired.

Sing the motion song, “Father Abraham.” After you go through the song and all of the
motions once, sing again going faster. Continue, going faster each time.
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AdditionalActivities;

Shiining Stars (h=2"2 15 minutes)

Paint a sky and see the stars begin to shine.

You will need:

White card stock
White (wax) crayons
Tempera paint

Paint brushes

Smocks or old t-shirts
Old newspapers

—+ 4+ 4+ =+ =+ +

Before class:
1. Using white crayons, draw stars on the white card stock.
2. Mix tempera paint with water at a ratio of 3:1.
3. Put newspapers on the tables and possibly on some of the carpet around the tables.

During class:

1. Help the children cover their clothes with smocks or old t-shirts.

2. Give each child a piece of card stock with white stars on it (but do not say anything
about the stars yet).

Instruct the children to paint the paper with the blue paint to make a sky.

4. As the children paint over the stars, the white stars will shine through the blue paint.
The children will likely be surprised that this happened.

5. How do you think Abram felt when he saw the stars shining in the sky and God
promised that his family would grow to a number of people like the number of
the stars in the sky? [Surprised, happy, thankful.]

6. God kept his promise to Abram. Hang your painting at home to remind you that
God keeps the promises that God makes.

&
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Ramailly Stears (P-3"% 16 mainutes)

Stars are added to the sky as family members are counted.

You will need:
T Blue paper
T Star stickers

During class:

1.

2.

4.

The children will take turns saying the names of various family members. Each time a
child says a different family member’s name, that child will put a sticker on the paper sky.
Begin by asking the children to say the name of one person who lives in their house. Go
around and around until all names in the households have been spoken and the stars are
added to their skies.
Continue this activity, going around one child at a time and adding stars for the
tollowing, Please do not pressure children who do not know the names of some of their
relatives.
o Ask about grandparents. Do the children have living grandparents? What do you
call them?
o Next ask for the names of cousins.
o As the children are able, ask for the names of aunts and uncles, again one at a
tume.
After the skies are full of stars, say that God kept God’s promise to Abram. Abram’s
family grew and grew year after year. Eventually, Abram’s family included the
birth of Jesus. We are in that big, big family that started a long, long time ago,
too. We are part of the family with as many people as the number of stars, and
God cares about each person in the family.
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StarmtSmadk (=7 10 minmmtes)

Count the star fruit slices.

You will need:
T Star fruit
T Sharp knife
T Cutting board
T Napkins

Before class:
1. Before serving any food, always check with participants or caregivers for students who
have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.
2. You will need one star fruit for every four or five students.
3. Wash the star fruit.

During class:

1. Cut the star fruit in Y2 inch slices, where the children can watch the slices land on the
cutting board in the shape of stars. Ask the children to count as each star lands on the
board. We can count all of these slices, and there will be one for each of you.
There were too many stars for Abram to count, one star for each of his family
members or descendants.

2. Give each child a star for a snack.

3. While we enjoy this new fruit, we can think about how God’s promise to Abram
meant the beginning of new life and new generations.

Note: Star fruit is usually readily available this time of year. It may be a new treat for some

of the children. Do not make anyone eat it if they do not want to. If it is not available, you
can cut an apple horizontally. The seeds make a star shape.
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Bible Boak(Z=2" 5 mintes)

Optional ongoing activity.

You will need:
T Bible Book page (found at end of lesson)
T Catrdstock ot plain paper
T Markers or crayons
T Optional: three-ring binders, hole punch

Before class:

1.

Make copies of this week’s Bible Book page on cardstock or copy paper for each
student.

During class:

1.
2.

3.

Pass out Bible Book pages.

Read the bottom of the Bible Book page aloud, reminding students of what they
learned in the lesson.

Have them put their names on their pages, and draw a picture of something they
particularly liked or remember from story in the middle of the page.

Optional: Collect and three-hole punch the pages, and put them in individual binders
for each student to be kept at church until the end of the year. If you wish, you can
investigate other options for binding the Bible books through a local print shop at the
end of the year instead of using a three-ring binder.

© 2015-2020 Spirit and Truth Publishing—.All Rights Reserved
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Sandling i Stany (4" Sminies)

1. What did God promise Abram? [A son, a family with as many members as there are stars.]
2. How did God keep that promise? LAbran:’s family kept growing and growing. |

Before ending class, make a point to come together to pray. Use the following or say your own
prayer.

Star prayers: using the large cut outs of five-point stars from Learning the Story, pray
something different while touching each point of the star (see prayer below). Distribute stars
so that each child has one. Hold up your star, so the children can follow along from point to
point on their stars as you pray.

Thank you God for keeping the promises you make to us.
Thank you God for putting the stars in the sky.

Please help us keep our promises to you, God.

God, please forgive us when we do not do as we promise you.
Thank you God for caring about each person in our fellowship.
Amen.

AR S e
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Godsiromiiseitoyabran,

Find five star points.
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GodzsiPromiiseitoydbran,

Genesis 15:1-6

ThelZornt;

God cares for us as communities, families, and individuals.
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@ mhelSitohtiCHomE

Living the Word: Teaching Kids God’s Story Lesson #3-2
Narrative Lectionary, Year 3 (2020-2021) Genesis 15:1-6

rasgleeld

At the beginning of creation God makes a promise to the first humans, but they quickly break the promise they
make to God (Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17, 3:1-8).

s itealk

God promises Abram (Abraham), that he and his wife Sarai (Sarah) will have many descendants, even though
they are old and have no children (Genesis 15:1-06).

SLOLYSUINIINLY, ;
God’s Promise to Abram m@ m

Abram believed in God and lived for God. God told i God cares for us as communities, families, and
Abram that God is Abram’s shield, and Abram’s i individuals.

reward will be great. Abram asked how he would be
rewarded because he had no children or heirs. God
told Abram to look at the stars in the sky. God M@M@%
promised Abram that he would have that many
descendants. Abram believed God’s promise. God
cared about Abram, about Abram’s family, and about
the community that would come from Abram’s
descendants.

Origin Stories

Origin stories are stories used to explain how
something began. Genesis is a book of origin stories.
It begins with two stories about the origin of the
universe and then addresses the origin of the people
= . of Israel. The call of Abram, along with the promise
to make of Abram a “great gnation” is often
considered to be the origin story of the Israelites
through Abram and Sarai (Abraham and Sarah).
Within Scripture, the purpose of these stories is
often to explain how something came about,
comment on how God is interacting with the world,
and provide the Israelite people with an identity.

How can your immediate family extend the hand of
fellowship to others in the family of God? Contact
another family at church, perhaps one that you have
not spent much time with, and invite them to a night
of games and dessert (or other fun activity). Enjoy a
time of fellowship.

INexglleeld

Despite many difficulties, God keeps Abram’s great grandson Joseph safe and keeps the promise God made to
Abram, too. (Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-22, 26-34; 50:15-20).
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1i5Y U@'@ HOME

Genesis 15:1-6

Family Discusyi-

Use the questions below or other questions you think of to discuss today’s Scripture reading (listed
above) with your family.

T What do you learn about God in this story?
T What do you learn about people in this story?
T What can we thank God for after hearing this story?

Family Devotio-

As you hear and study these stories each week, consider what God has to say to you and your family.
What is God’s message to us? How should we respond?

Sunday—Read Genesis 15:1-6

God promised Abram to be a father of nations. Look through a family photo album and remember good times with
family members.

Monday—Read Genesis 17:1-18

God changed Abram’s name to Abraham. Adults, share with the children what their names mean and why they were given
their names.

Tuesday—Read Genesis 18:1-15
God promised a son to Abraham and Sarah. This seemed unbelievable. Share stories about the most unbelievable thing that
ever happened to you.

Wednesday—Read Genesis 21:1-7

Isaac was born to Abraham and Sarah. The name Isaac means “laughter.” Tell a joke or do something to make everyone
laugh.

Thursday—Read Genesis 22:1-14

God asked Abraham to sacrifice his son. Have the children jump off a step, bed, or chair and into the arms of an adult who
promises to catch them.

Friday—Read Genesis 27:1-17, 30-38

Isaac blessed his son Jacob with Esau’s blessing after Esau exchanged his birthright for a bowl of stew. Have each person
draw a cross with their finger on another person’s forehead or hand and say, “God loves you!”

Saturday—Read Genesis 35:9-15
God appeared to Jacob and blessed him. Lay hands on each family member, one at a time, and pray for God to bless them.

© 2015-2019 Spirit and Truth Publishing—All Rights Reserved




