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Dear Friends, 
 
December is a month for getting ready. We are nearing the end of 
a calendar year, we are beginning a new liturgical year at church, 
and there are all sorts of ways in which we are getting ourselves 
ready for something new to begin in our lives. There is some-
thing wonderful about the act of decorating a Christmas tree, and 
it is a ritual that I look forward to every year.  Our Christmas tree 
at home would never win a design competition, but it is beautiful 
to us and filled with meaning.  The ornaments on our Christmas 
tree are a combination of old and new. There are crafty orna-
ments that Deana’s mother made many years ago, and a few dec-
orations that my mother made years ago.  There are ornaments on 
our tree that our children made by hand when they were young-
er.  There are ornaments that were gifts received from dear 
friends, remembering special times in our past.  And in every 
Christmas season we receive a new ornament for our tree.  Each 
year we add new to the old. 

Even if you don’t have a tree in your home this year, I hope you 
are doing something to help you get ready for a new year, a beginning, a new phase of life.  In our worship life at 
church we are getting ready for something big to happen. The season of Advent is all about getting ready. We are pre-
paring our hearts for the coming of Christ as we anticipate the feast of his birth.  The feast of Christmas is a familiar 
one to us, and we love singing the old familiar Christmas carols.  But like my Christmas tree at home, our lives are a 
mixture of old and new.  We approach the season with comfort and familiarity.  But the season also fills us with hope 
and excitement and wonder about our future and the new things that God may be bringing about in our lives and in the 
world.  As we get ready for Christmas, let’s also get excited about our future and trust God to be with us in all the 
changes of our lives. May God bless you in this season of getting ready. 

Father Tim 

 

(This photo was taken a year ago in our parish hall, Elizabeth Chester and Reggie decorating the parish hall tree.)  
 
 

Building a Spirit-empowered community that serves and celebrates Christ. 



“Let my prayer come before thee: incline thine ear unto 
my cry;” Psalm 88:2 
 

We pray God’s protection for those serving in battle. 
 

In Our Prayers: 
 
 
Parishioners 
Margaret Barber 
Kathleen Bishop 
Nancy and Don Bloebaum 
Peggy Collins 
Ginger Driver 
Lloyd Hudson 
Penny Linden 
Bob Miller 
Lucius Morton 
Tracy Mourer 
Barbara Rivers 
Ann Sturkie 
George Trussell, Sr. 
George Trussell, Jr. 
George Wade 
Trudy Wade 
Judy Wilkinson 
Alma Winn 

 
If you know of a 
Parishioner who is in the hospital, has had a child, or is 
facing some crisis, please let the Parish Office know so 
our Parish family can respond. 

Friends 
Jim Buntin 
Gardiner Church 
Cammy Marchetti 
Michael Owen 
Paul Rickard 
 
 

 
 
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?
ui=2&ik=a63b0885c4&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-
f:1650830847286960603&th=16e8ede8bccbe1db&view=
att&disp=safe 

 

Kyle Stillings  
 

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in 
his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and 
found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For 
three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, 
and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wast-
ing the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more 
year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears 
fruit next year, well and good; but if not, then you can cut 
it down.’” - Luke 13:6-9 
 

The holidays are a busy time of year. At work there are 
end of year reports, office holiday parties, and secret San-
ta gift exchanges where of course you just happen to have 
drawn your boss for the third year in a row. At school 
there are papers due, exams to cram for, and interpreting 
what on earth did your secret crush mean when they got 
you that novelty sweater as a gift. At home there is the 
stress of relatives coming to visit, or packing up to go vis-
it relatives, or the loneliness of spending Christmas with-
out family gathered together. The mall was already put-
ting up Christmas decorations before Halloween... what 
do you mean amazon doesn’t offer prime shipping for that 
toy... the line at Starbucks is somehow even longer... let’s 
not get started about waiting at the post office... if the ra-
dio plays the dogs barking “jingle bells” one more time... 
Slow down. Take a deep breath. In and out. In and out. 
Relax. 
It is important to pause and wonder at the marvelous gift 
God sent to the world in the Incarnation. The Word be-
came flesh and dwelt among us. God came to save us 
from sin and from ourselves so that we might become the 
people God longs for us to be - restored, renewed, and in 
right relationship with God and each other. 
 

It is also important to remember that we have been given 
grace so that we might extend grace to others. We carry 
the light of Christ not just for our own vision, but to light 
the way so that others may follow the path of Jesus. Do 
not let the noise of the world deafen you to God’s call to 
be transformed into kingdom-building agents of transfor-
mation. We need to slow down and breathe in the Spirit, 
not so that we can go to sleep, but so that we can do the 
work of sharing the Good News of God in Christ. Do not 
mistake the peace of God for a lack of urgency to work 
for mercy and justice in the world now. 
 

Receive the light of Christ, and let it set your heart on 
fire. May it burn away all sinful desires, all worries that 
weigh you down, and any fears that keep you from realiz-
ing that you are made in the image of God. Carry it with 
you wherever you go so that you may walk in the light, 
and be always an ambassador for God. Pray for each other 
that we might stay awake to see the coming of the Lord. 
In Peace, 
Kyle+ 
 



Joseph Golden  
 
MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC………..!! 
Welcome new Trinity Choir member  ELEANOR PAT-

TON, mezzo-soprano, who has joined the Alto section of 

the choir.  She is a professional level singer who will be 

volunteering to sing with our group.  She has been a profes-

sional member of several noteworthy choirs in the U.S. and 

in Europe. Her husband is stationed at Martin Army Hospi-

tal at Ft. Benning.  WELCOME, Eleanor! 

GREAT HYMNS OF THE FAITH, Vol. I 
Trinity members were treated to a preview of the new choir 
CD during the parish Thanksgiving luncheon on November 
17.  The new recording features the Trinity Choir, Dr. Ae-
sook Moon and the Trinity Brass and Percussion Ensemble, 
presenting favorite hymns from several traditions.  If your 
favorite hymn is not featured, please know that there will 
be at least 5 volumes in this series and that your favorite is 
most probably going to appear on one of the successive 
productions in the next few years. 
WE NEED TO SELL 300 CDs!  Please help us reach our 
goal by considering giving CDs as Unique, One-of-a-Kind 
holiday gifts for family, friends and clients.   
THANK YOU to everyone who has already made reserva-

tions in advance.  We will be taking reservations up until 

the anticipated arrival of the CDs in early December. 

Soli Deo Gloria,  Joseph Golden, Organist/Choirmaster 

 

Lauren Blanchard  -  The Gift of Being Present 
 

The Holidays are in full swing and Christmas is near!! Decem-
ber is a busy month for most of us. It is a time of joy, fellow-
ship, food, and lots of love. While we’re busy planning parties 
and buying gifts for friends and family, it is also a time to re-
flect on the meaning of this season and what it means in our 
lives. It’s so easy in today’s world to get caught up in finding 
“the perfect” gift. Sometimes, a gift can be much simpler than 
any tangible item… 
 As you know, every year, Trinity Youth spend an afternoon 

with the residents of Trinity House, a women and children’s 

shelter here in Columbus. We share lunch together and enjoy 

each other’s company while decorating for Christmas. (A 

HUGE “Thank You” to all who donated!!) It is a great way to 

focus on others and put our busy lives aside for a few hours. It 

is humbling to hear their stories and to take a glimpse into their 

everyday lives. Giving the gift of time and being present is as 

good a gift as any. This will always bring joy. I hope you can 

find time in your day to be present with others. You’ll be glad 

you did! 

************************************************* 

Youth Ski Trip 

Be sure to sign up for our Youth Ski Trip!! We’ll be in Mars 

Hill, North Carolina January 17-20, 2020. Cost is $200 per 

person, $105 for non-skiers. This includes meals, transporta-

tion, lodging and ski rentals. FINAL DEADLINE is Decem-

ber 11th at noon. Contact me with any questions! We hope 

you’ll join us! If you’d like to make a donation to help cover  

the costs of our trip, please contact Lauren Blanchard. 

I 



Deana Graham  (also known as Mama D) - 

 

CONNECTIONS . . .  I love that word! For me, it's one of the words that describes a feeling that 
makes life worthwhile, meaningful, and beautiful! 

(Read on - there is a test at the end of this article.) 

We come to church to celebrate and strengthen our relationships with Jesus Christ, God, and our 
church family. We connect with God by kneeling quietly in prayer before church, when we go to 
the altar for Holy Communion, and through learning with those around us. We would not go to the 
trouble of dressing up on a Sunday if we weren't in a continual search for connections to the Holy.  

Kids are the same!  

The difference with children is that they MUST have connections with others to help them form, strengthen, and cement their relation-
ships with our Savior. They NEED the physical connections with those around them to aid them in their eventual connection to a belief 
in what we cannot see. CONNECTIONS are vital to them during the years where they are wondering, wandering, and testing the wa-
ters. And children must KNOW, as they walk among the legs of the adults in church, that they are treasured.  

Remember how good it feels for someone to know you by name? Children who experience this kind of connection stay at church, they 
do not like to miss a Sunday, they look forward to joining the youth, and they grow up to be involved members of their church.  

We are building those important connections, and that makes me deliriously happy! 

I’m positive that Mama Nell (Nell Hudson) has never passed our morning circle with-
out looking into the face of each child, as if she is passing on the love of Christ from 
her heart to theirs. Thank you, Nell, and all of the rest of you who stop to talk when 
you could keep your eyes forward and pass us by. It means more than you know. YOU 
are a vital bridge between confusion and the faith that will sustain these precious little 
ones throughout their lives. 

WE ALL are VITAL links in the connections that our children need to grow up in the 
church and into a life with God at the center. Parents can read to them while they snug-
gle in bed, wrestle with the hard questions, explain things about the Bible in ways that 
make sense for them, and get these precious ones dressed and bring them to church. 
But WE are the other part of the connection, and our job cannot be taken lightly.  

I am thankful, and I look forward to a day when every one of you knows the name of 
every Trinity Kid and they know yours. Imagine the healthy picture of God that forms when kids are known like that. Imagine that kind 
of connection. Just imagine . . .  

Let's make sure that Trinity Kids KNOW they are treasured in a way so great it surpasses our understanding. Let's show them, weekly, 
the love of God, the actions of Jesus, and the faith that will keep them going long after they are the adults at church. WE CAN DO IT! -  

Mama D 

(Here is the test.) If you made it this far, thank you. Next time you see me, would you whisper the word, "connections" in my ear, text it 
to me, or email it to me? I'm serious. I'd like to know who is on the team! 

 


