An Open & Affirming, A2A-Accessible to All
Congregation of the United Church of Christ
12 July 2026 — 10:30 AM
p I i: I i: SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
*indicates the congregation is invited to stand.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST Please feel free to remain seated if you prefer.
PRELUDE All of Me Gerald Marks
Aidan Santa Cruz ¢ piano & vocals
WELCOME Joliene Wade Gatlin, worship leader
*CALL TO WORSHIP James Neef, liturgist
One: God of belonging,
All:  May we know our place in community and open our arms to welcome others.
One: Creator of families,
All:  May we find and create circles of love that reflect your own.
One: Spirit that flows through history,
All: Show us who we have been, who we are, and who we can become.
One: Vibrant Love,
All:  Help us to repair and build, heal and grow, continuing on our journey with you.
*HYMN 181 You Are Salt for the Earth, O People BRING FORTH

*A PRAYER IN THE SPIRIT OF JESUS

Earth-Maker, Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Source of all that is and all that shall be,

Father and Mother of us all, Loving God in whom is Heaven:

May the hallowing of your name echo through the universe.

May your Heavenly will be done by all creatures great and small.

And may your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need this day, feed us. For the hurt we inflict on one another, forgive us.
Through times of temptation, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is Love.

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS

*GREETING OF PEACE

ANTHEM My Brother Mel Waters/Ted Jacoby

SCRIPTURE Genesis 25:19-34 Jim Neef

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of
Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the
Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for his
wife because she was barren, and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah
conceived. The children struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is to be this way,
why do | live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her,

“Two nations are in your womb,
and two peoples born of you shall be divided;



the one shall be stronger than the other;
the elder shall serve the younger.”

When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first came out
red, all his body like a hairy mantle, so they named him Esau. Afterward his brother came
out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel, so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old
when she bore them.

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a
quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau because he was fond of game, but Rebekah
loved Jacob.

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was
famished. Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for | am famished!”
(Therefore he was called Edom.) Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” Esau said, “l am
about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore
to him and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he
ate and drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

SERMON What Is Our Inheritance? Joliene Gatlin

RESPONSE SPIRIT

Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free,
Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

OFFERTORY = 75w

Invitation www.PeaceUnited.org/Giving o %

Offertory Music So What Al Miles Davis
*COVENANT

We covenant with God and with each other:

to walk together in all God’s ways as the Holy is revealed to us;

to give ourselves freely and without reserve to Jesus’ ministry in this church;
to celebrate through worship God’s amazing gifts of unity and diversity;

to take up Christ’s mission around the world, striving for justice and peace;

to care for the earth and all her creatures, reconciling ourselves to them in love;
for God gives immeasurable grace into all life and every life.

*HYMN 451 Be Now My Vision SLANE
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Look Through My Eyes Phil Collins
This morning’s preacher and worship leader is Joliene Wade Gatlin, a long-time member of
Peace United Church of Christ and a graduate of the Pacific School of Religion. She takes a

leading role in several of our ministries, especially with Children, Youth and Families (CYF)
and Prophets of Hope. Joliene and her husband, Caleb, make their home in Boulder Creek.


http://www.peaceunited.org/Giving

You Are Salt for the Earth, O People

EPIPHANY SEASON

181

Paraphr. by Marty Haugen, 1986; alt. Matt. 5:13-15
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2 Youare a light
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Share the fla-vor of life, O peo - ple: life in the Cit-y of God!
Shine so ho - ly and bright, O peo - ple: shine for the Cit-y of God!
Seeds of mer-cy and seeds of jus - tice, grow in the Cit-y of God!
Love our jour-ney and love our home-land: love is the Cit-y of God!
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Bring  forth the reign of mer-cy, bring forth the reign of peace;
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During a residency at Holden Village, a retreat center in the state Tune: BRING FORTH Irr. with refrain

of Washington, Marty Haugen wrote this hymn to be used as a

“processing song” for outdoor worship.

The lectionary readings

focusing on Jesus’ teaching about the “reign of God” provided

the basis for the text.

Copyright © 1986 by G.LA. Publications, Inc,

Marty Haugen, 1986



CONSECRATION
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Be Now My Vision

Ancient Irish text, c. 8th century; transl. Mary E. Byrne, 1905
Versified by Eleanor H. Hull, 1912; adapt.
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1 Be now my vi - sion, O God of my  heart;
2 Be now my wis - dom, and be my true word;
3 Rich-es 1 need not, nor life’s emp - ty praise,
4 Sov-ereign of heav - en, my vic - to - 1y won,
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noth-ing sur - pass - €8 the love you im - part—
ev - er with - in me, my soul is as - sured;
you, my in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways;
may 1 reach heaven’s joys, 0 bright heav-en’s ~ Sun!
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You my best  thought, by day or by night,
Moth -er and Fa - ther, you are both to me,
You and you on - ly are first in my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev -er be - fall,
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, your pres - ence my light.
,now and for - ev - er your child I wil be.
great God, my trea - sure, may we nev - er part.
still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
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Dating from the eighth century or earlier, this Irish hymn was Tune: SLANE 10.10.9.10.

translated into prose by Mary Byrne. It was then versified by Eleanor
Hull, author of several books on Irish literature and history. David
Evans arranged the Irish melody for this text in 1927.

Harmonization Copyright © 1927, Oxford University Press. From the REVISED CHURCH

HYMNARY, 1927.

Traditional Irish melody
Harm. David Evans, 1927



