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26 July 2026 – 10:30 AM 
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
*indicates the congregation is invited to stand. 
Please feel free to remain seated if you prefer. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
  

   
  PRELUDE   Luke Shepherd, piano & vocals 
   
  WELCOME   The Rev. David Pattee, pastor 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Melodee Kistner, liturgist 
  

 One: Come to behold a vision and dare a dream, alive in God’s Spirit. 
 All: We look out to the horizon of hope in God’s love. 
 One: Even in the midst of trial and exile, 
 All: Finding our way in covenant with the Living God. 
 
*HYMN 270  [hymn sheet] Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song BRIDEGROOM 
 
*INVOCATION 
 
*GREETING OF PEACE 
 
  SCRIPTURE 1 Kings 3:5-9 Melodee Kistner 
 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I 
should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and 
in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love 
and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have 
made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not 
know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you 
have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your 
servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 
good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?” 

 
  A QUESTION OF FAITH 
 

If you were able to endow a modern political leader with one supremely excellent gift 
(talent, skill, insight...) what would it be? 

  
  MEDITATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
GOSPEL   from Matthew 13:31-35, 44-49a Melodee Kistner 
  

[Jesus] put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 
that someone took and sowed in a field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.’ 

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’ 

Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; without a parable he told them 
nothing. This was to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet: 
 ‘I will open my mouth to speak in parables; 
    I will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the world.’ 

‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and 
reburied; then great joy the finder goes and sells everything and buys that field. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding 
one pearl of great value, went and sold everything and bought it. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish 
of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets 
but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age.  

 
  SERMON  To Will One Thing Pastor Dave 
 
  RESPONSE SPIRIT 
 

Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness, calling and free, 
Spirit, spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 

 
  PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH …concluding with A Prayer in the Spirit of Jesus 
 

Earth-Maker, Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, Loving God in whom is Heaven: 
May the hallowing of your name echo through the universe. 
May your Heavenly will be done by all creatures great and small. 
And may your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need this day, feed us. For the hurt we inflict on one another, forgive us. 
Through times of temptation, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is Love. 

 
  OFFERTORY   
  

 Invitation    www.PeaceUnited.org/Giving       
   Offertory Music   
 
  *COVENANT   

 

We covenant with God and with each other: 
to walk together in all God’s ways as the Holy is revealed to us; 
to give ourselves freely and without reserve to Jesus’ ministry in this church; 
to celebrate through worship God’s amazing gifts of unity and diversity; 
to take up Christ’s mission around the world, striving for justice and peace; 
to care for the earth and all her creatures, reconciling ourselves to them in love; 
for God gives immeasurable grace into all life and every life.  

 
*HYMN 181 [hymn sheet]  You Are Salt for the Earth, O People BRING FORTH 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
  POSTLUDE 

 

http://www.peaceunited.org/Giving


 



 


