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*indicates the congregation is invited to stand. 
Please feel free to remain seated if you prefer. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  PRELUDE  The Best Is Yet To Come Cy Coleman 

JAZZ ON HIGH • Aidan Santa Cruz, piano & vocals 
Chris Charman, bass; Zack Olsen, drums 

 
  WELCOME   Joliene Wade Gatlin 
 
*PREFACE   Suzanne McLean, liturgist 
 

 One: God of creation, 
 All: Help us to be creative in our works of justice and love. 
 One: God of diversity, 
 All: Help us to create environments that celebrate and invite our differences and the 

telling of our stories. 
 One: God of a diverse universe, 
 All: Help us to know and love your world in all its differences. 
 One: God of everything, 
 All: Help us to know we are part of something greater than ourselves—a web of 

relationship that is your love. 

 
*HYMN #28  For the Beauty of the Earth DIX 
 
*PRAYER IN THE SPIRIT OF JESUS 
   

Earth-Maker, Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Source of all that is and all that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, Loving God in whom is Heaven: 
May the hallowing of your name echo through the universe. 
May your Heavenly will be done by all creatures great and small. 
And may your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need this day, feed us. For the hurt we inflict on one another, forgive us. 
Through times of temptation, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power that is Love. 

 
*GREETING OF PEACE 
 
  ANTHEM  Let Your Love Flow Larry Williams 
 
  

 



  SCRIPTURE Genesis 1:26 – 2:3 (“The Message”) Suzanne McLean 
 

God spoke: “Let us make human beings in our image, make them reflecting our nature 
So they can be responsible for the fish in the sea, the birds in the air, the cattle, 
And, yes, Earth itself, and every animal that moves on the face of the earth.” 
God created human beings; created them godlike, reflecting God’s nature, 
     created them male and female. 
God blessed them: “Prosper! Reproduce! Fill the earth! Take charge! 
Be responsible for the fish in the sea and the birds in the air, 
     for every living thing that moves on the face of the Earth.”  
Then God said, “I’ve given you every sort of seed-bearing plant on Earth 
     and every kind of fruit-bearing tree, given them to you for food. 
To all animals and all birds, everything that moves and breathes, 
I give whatever grows out of the ground for food.” 
     And there it was. 
God looked over everything made; it was good, so very good! 
It was evening, it was morning – Day Six. 
Heaven and Earth were finished, down to the last detail. 
On the seventh day God rested. 
God blessed the seventh day and made it a Holy Day 
Because on that day God rested from work and all the creating God had done. 

 

  SERMON  Creating Life Joliene Gatlin 
 

  RESPONSE #793  Argentinian traditional 
Santo, santo, santo, mi corazón te adora! 
Mi corazón te sabe decir: santo eres Dios. 

 

Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you! 
   My heart is glad to say the words: you are holy God. 
  

  PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

  OFFERTORY   
     Why I Give  Jim Weller 
     Offertory Music       I’m Beginning to See the Light Ellington/Hodges/James 
 

*COVENANT   
 

We covenant with God and with each other: 
to walk together in all God’s ways as the Holy is revealed to us; 
to give ourselves freely and without reserve to Jesus’ ministry in this church; 
to celebrate through worship God’s amazing gifts of unity and diversity; 
to take up Christ’s mission around the world, striving for justice and peace; 
to care for the earth and all her creatures, reconciling ourselves to them in love; 
for God gives immeasurable grace into all life and every life.  

 

*HYMN 556  God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens HOLY MANA 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

  POSTLUDE  Everybody Rejoice Luther Vandross 
 

Immediately following this worship service there will be a gathering next door in our fellowship hall to 
consider the church’s likely financial outlook with the delay of Peace Village Housing, and to review 
different options for supporting our mission and ministry with a balanced budget. Church leaders want 
you to see the numbers and to have opportunity for prayerful reflection as we move toward the 
congregation’s annual meeting, June 28, and the possibility of difficult budget decisions. 



 



 


