
 
First Friday Play Reading: “The Ferryman” by Jez Butterworth 
Friday, November 1at 6:30 pm in the Bloom Room 
 
Ah, November, with thoughts of family dinners at the holidays! The Grace St 
Paul’s Spirit Players would like to have you join them on Nov. 1 for the First Friday 
Play Reading of “The Ferryman” by Jez Butterworth. Taking place in rural 
Northern Ireland in 1981, this play is not just an Irish family harvest celebration, a 
hearthside family portrait, but also a political tragedy with ghost stories that have 
a body count. 
 
It is set during the height of the politically fraught period known as the Troubles: 
violence and vengeance - and hunger strikers- the ones that Margaret Thatcher 
let die. It is a theatrical piece that is part Irish minstrel show with clogs and 
banshees and a multigenerational family saga, barroom ballads, and homey fairy 
tales. There are real babies and dead geese, bodies in bogs and unconsummated 
love affairs. Characters range from a childlike handyman, to a broody adolescent 
son, a craven priest, and the courtly, sinister Irish republican kingpin with his 
henchmen, and last, but not least, a misanthropic, staunchly Irish republican aunt 
and Virgil-quoting uncle, both of whom are called Pat. And those are only the 
supporting characters! 
 
“The Ferryman” won four Tony Awards in 2018 and three Olivier Awards, the 
British equivalent of the Tonys. 

Everyone is welcome to this reading. You may participate as a reader – there are 
lots of parts in this script – or as members of the audience. Scripts are provided. 
This play is suitable for young adults and older. Sharon McKenzie and Nanalee 
Raphael are the facilitators, both long-time theatre aficionados.  

There is no admission charge, however a donation of canned food such as 
hearty soup, ravioli, chili or tuna for the Joseph’s Food Pantry at Grace St. Paul’s 
would be greatly appreciated.  

 
 
 
 



 
  
 
 
 


