
The Origins and Development of Monasticism in the Western Church and 
the Anglican Communion  
2 Sundays, July 14 & 21 at 9:00 am in the Bloom Room  
 
Join us for a comprehensive discussion of the history and historical roots of how 
Christian monasticism developed, from the early "desert dwellers" in the region 
of Egypt and Syria, to the establishment and growth of the various monasteries 
and monastic Orders in Europe.  The discussion will continue through the 
dissolution of religious Orders by King Henry VIII and the restoration of religious 
Orders within the Church of England during the 19th and early 20th centuries.  
Included will be a discussion focusing on the reemergence of Franciscan Orders 
within the Anglican Communion.    
 
Brother Chuck Hannan is a life-professed first order friar (brother) in the Order of 
St. Francis (OSF), which is a religious Order of men within the Anglican 
Communion under the See of Canterbury. The OSF is described as a dispersed 
community, meaning the friars serve in their home churches and within their 
home communities, living in their own homes.  Unlike Roman Catholic Franciscan 
friars and the larger Anglican Society of St. Francis friars, who remain single and 
live in community, OSF friars have the option of being married or partnered.  Br. 
Chuck serves within the OSF as the Director of Formation for the Order.  He serves 
at Grace St. Paul's as a healer during our Healing Services, as a member of the 
Pastoral Care Visitors team, and as a volunteer in the Social Services ministry.  Br. 
Chuck also volunteers at Tucson Poverello House, a Franciscan-run respite center 
for homeless men, and is on their Board of Directors.  He and his wife, Nan, also 
volunteer one day each month at the St. Andrew's Children's Clinic in Nogales, 
Arizona.  Nan and Br. Chuck have been married for 54 years and have two grown 
children and three grandchildren.  
 


