
GSP Readers Group: Leadership in Turbulent Times by Doris Kearns Goodwin  
Friday, June 14 at 9:30 am in the Bloom Room  
 
Are leaders born or made? Where does ambition come from? How does adversity 
affect the growth of leadership? Does the leader make the times or do the times 
make the leader? In Leadership, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Doris Kearns 
Goodwin draws upon the four presidents she has studied most closely—Abraham 
Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Lyndon B. Johnson—to 
show how they recognized leadership qualities within themselves and were 
recognized as leaders by others. Leadership tells the story of how they all collided 
with dramatic reversals that disrupted their lives and threatened to shatter 
forever their ambitions. Nonetheless, they all emerged with the capacity to 
confront the contours and dilemmas of their times. This seminal work provides an 
accessible and essential road map for aspiring and established leaders in every 
field. In today’s polarized world, these stories of authentic leadership in times of 
apprehension and fracture take on a singular urgency. “We can only hope that a 
few of Goodwin’s many readers will find in her subjects’ examples a margin of 
inspiration and a resolve to steer the country to a better place.”—The New York 
Times Book Review  
 
For more information, please contact Victoria Stefani at 520-743-3978.  
 


