Preserving Nature for Future Generations

The importance of stewardship, funding, and endowments for land trusts cannot be
overstated. These components are essential to upholding the integrity and effectiveness
of land conservation efforts. They foster community engagement and ownership in
conservation initiatives. By involving stakeholders at various levels, land trusts cultivate
a shared commitment to preserving biodiversity, protecting critical habitats, and
promoting environmental stewardship.

Stewardship

At the heart of every land trust is the principle of stewardship. Stewardship
encompasses the responsible management and protection of land and its resources.
This involves not only acquiring and preserving land but also actively caring for it over
the long term. Stewardship practices may include habitat restoration, invasive species
management, trail maintenance, and public outreach and education initiatives.

Stewardship extends beyond mere land management—it embodies a deep sense of
responsibility and custodianship towards the natural world. Land trusts often collaborate
with volunteers, local communities, and government agencies to foster a culture of
environmental stewardship, instilling a collective commitment to conservation and
sustainability.

Funding

Securing adequate funding is essential for the operations of a land trust. Funding may
come from a variety of sources, including grants, donations, membership dues, and
fundraising efforts. These financial resources enable land trusts to acquire land, cover
administrative expenses, implement stewardship projects, and expand their outreach
efforts. Land trusts often employ diverse fundraising approaches, such as major donor
campaigns and planned giving programs, to cultivate a stable financial foundation.

Endowment

Endowments play a vital role in strengthening the financial resilience of land trusts. An
endowment is a dedicated fund that is invested to generate income, with the principal
amount typically remaining intact. The earnings from an endowment provide a steady
and reliable source of revenue, helping land trusts sustain their operations and
conservation initiatives over time.

Donors may contribute to our endowment through outright gifts or bequests in their wills.

By growing the endowment through prudent investment strategies, GMLC can generate
a perpetual stream of income to support our mission indefinitely.
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