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THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 

 

The Lighting of the Paschal Candle 

 

The Celebrant bearing the Paschal Candle, leads the procession to the chancel, pausing three times 

and singing or saying 

. 

The Light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets 

shout Salvation for the victory of our mighty King. Rejoice and sing 

now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness 

has been vanquished by our eternal King. Rejoice and be glad now, 

Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with 

the praises of your people. 

 

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to 

God the Almighty for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great 

light; through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Bells are ringing as the Acolytes light the candles 

 

THE FIRST WORSHIP OF EASTER 

 

Celebrant     Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People    The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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Processional Hymn - Blue Hymnal # 207 

“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today.” 

1. Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

3. But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 

now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia! 

where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 

4. Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 

praise him, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen! 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The Celebrant then continues 

 

There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
 

Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People One God and Father of all. 
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Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 

to the death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us 

form the power of our enemy:  Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we 

may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
 

People  Amen. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

The First Reading:  Acts 10:34-43 
 

Peter began to speak to the gentiles:  “I truly understand that God 

shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does 

what is right is acceptable to him.  You know the message he sent to 

the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.  

That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 

baptism that John announced:  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 

with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good 

and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  

We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.  

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on 

the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us 

who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 

after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people 

and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living 
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and the dead.  All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”                    

The Word of the Lord. 
 

People Thanks be to God 
 

The Psalm:  118:1-2, 14-24 (The Leader and People pray 

responsively) 
 

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever. 
 

2 Let Israel now proclaim, "His mercy endures for ever." 

 

14 The Lord is my strength and my song,  

      and he has become my salvation. 
 

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory  

      in the tents of the righteous: 
 

16 “The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!  

       the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 

       the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!” 

 

17 I shall not die, but live,  

     and declare the works of the Lord. 
 

22 The same stone which the builders rejected  

      has become the chief cornerstone. 
 

23 This is the Lord’s doing,  

     and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

24 On this day the Lord has acted;  

     we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
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The Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 

proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 

through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the 

message that I proclaimed to you--unless you have come to believe in 

vain. For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had 

received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 

and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in 

accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to 

the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and 

sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have 

died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as 

to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the 

apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church 

of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward 

me has not been in vain. Since you have been raised with Christ, seek 

the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 

God.  Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 

earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  

When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed 

with him in glory.   

 

The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gradual Hymn:  Blue Hymnal # 8 “Morning Has Broken” 
 

1. Morning has broken like the first morning, 

Blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 

Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word. 
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2. Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, 

Like the first dew fall on the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 

Sprung in completeness where his feet pass. 

 

3. Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning 

Born of the one light Eden saw play! 

Praise with elation, praise very morning, 

God’s recreations, of the new day. 

 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

(John 20:1-18). 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 

from the tomb.  So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 

disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 

the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 

him.”  Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the 

tomb.  The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 

Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent down to look in and saw the 

linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  Then Simon Peter 

came, following him, and went into the tomb.  He saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 

lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.  Then 

the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw 

and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 

must rise from the dead.  Then the disciples returned to their homes.  

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb.  As she wept, she bent over 

to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where 

the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the 
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feet.  They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”  She said to 

them, “They have taken away my Lord and I do not know where they 

have laid him.”  When she had said this she turned around and saw 

Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said 

to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?  Whom are you looking for?”  

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 

carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 

away.”  Jesus said to her, “Mary!”  She turned and said to him in 

Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).  Jesus said to her, “Do 

not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father.  But 

go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 

your Father, to my God and your God.’”  Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them 

that he had said these things to her. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon          
 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your 

commitment to Jesus Christ?  

 

People  I do. 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 
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Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 

again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. 

 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 

in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

 

People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall 

into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

 

People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of 

God in Christ? 

 

People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your 

neighbor as yourself? 



 9 

 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and 

respect the dignity of every human being? 

 

People I will, with God’s help. 

 

The Prayers of the People  

 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve 

you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the 

world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
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May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

(Prayers from our Book of Petitions are added by the reader. 

Afterword you are welcome to add your own petitions, silently or 

aloud; at the end of our prayers the reader will say, “For all our 

prayers…) 

We pray to the Lord. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect 
 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in 

the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us 

and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O 

lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

The ministers and the people may greet one another in the name of the 

Lord. 

The Offertory 
Offertory Music                                                 

 

Please stand at the presentation of the offering (Blue Hymnal # 380, v. 

3) 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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The Holy Communion 

 

All are welcome to receive Communion.  

 

The people remain standing as they are able. 

 

 Celebrant  
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But 

chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was 

sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death 

he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 

everlasting life.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 

Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 

ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Celebrant and People 
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Blue Hymnal S - 130 Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full, 

full of your glory. 
 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 

have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your 

people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 

Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him 

to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of 

the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 

to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 

gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 

the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
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forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 

The Celebrant continues 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 

all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We 

pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 

they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the 

new Covenant. 

 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through 

him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 

things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with St .Aidan and all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 

author of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 

honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior as our Savior Christ 

Christ has taught us, has taught us, we are bold to say,  

 

People and Celebrant 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come,  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is 

kept. 

 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

The Invitation 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 

We offer this prayer for those who cannot attend this service but are 

watching and desire to receive Holy Communion spiritually. 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving 

as I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long 

for you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of 

your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 

strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be 
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separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and 

in the life to come. Amen. 

 

The Communion of the People of God 

 

All are welcome to the Table of the Lord. The ushers will guide you to 

receive communion. Cup your hands and extend them to receive the 

bread. If you do not wish to receive communion, you may come forward 

for a blessing. Indicate your desire to receive a blessing by crossing 

your arms across your chest. 

 

Celebrant The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen. 

 

Instrumental music during communion.                Dr. Mark Pretzel 

 

Post Communion Hymn:  Blue Hymnal # 304 vs 1-3 

“I Come With Joy To Meet My Lord” 

1. I come with joy to meet my Lord, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 

in awe and wonder to recall, 

his life laid down for me. 

2. I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love 

in Christ's communion bread. 

3. As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends. 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 

fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
 

Celebrant: May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his 

children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you 

the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into 

newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for 

ever. Amen.  

 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and 

lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. 

Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn: Blue Hymnal # 208 vs 1-3 

“The Strife Is O’er, The Battle Won” 
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1. The strife is o'er, the battle done, 

the victory of life is won; 

the song of triumph has begun. 

Alleluia! 

2. The powers of death have done their worst, 

but Christ their legions hath dispersed: 

let shout of holy joy outburst. 

Alleluia! 

3. The three sad days are quickly sped, 

he rises glorious from the dead: 

all glory to our risen Head! 

Alleluia! 

The Dismissal 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Postlude:                                                            Dr. Mark Pretzel 
 

Special thanks to all of our gifted musicians who are blessing us 

today with their presence and talents. Hannah and Kristen Thurlby 

oboes and Carolyn Thurlby, bass. Angela Cummings Bentley, viola 

and Hannah Merenbloom, viola 
 

Rt. Rev Cathleen Bascom, Bishop 

The Rev. Tom Baker, Rector 
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Alleluia! Christ is Risen!! 

The Lord is Risen Indeed!! Alleluia! 

Welcome to St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church 

Thank you for worshiping at St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church 

today.  We are welcoming community dedicated to loving 

God through worship, study, spiritual growth, and serving 

our neighbors.  

Weekly we deliver backpacks to a local school, feed over 125 

people every month, hold an annual underwear drive for 

underserved school children, provide Christmas presents to 

those whose parent are incarcerated, and we operate a food 

pantry. 

Be sure to check out our website, staidansolathe.org, and 

Facebook page, and feel free to reach out to our Pastor, Fr. 

Tom by phone, (913-764-3050) or email. 

You are welcome to stay awhile after worship for treats and 

hospitality time outside so we can have a chance to say hello 

and thank you!! God bless you this special day of the Lord’s 

resurrection, and every day! 

  


