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The Communion Anthem  Psalm 103: Bless the Lord, My Soul  James Mulholland 
  Arr. D.H. Clark 

Bless the Lord, my soul; bless God’s holy name. With all of our being, bless God’s 
holy name! There is pure forgiveness in God’s warm embrace; never showing anger; 
God is love and God is grace! Bless the Lord, my soul, our God understands life on 
earth shall pass, as a fading flower, like the transient grass. But God’s steadfast love 
shall forever endure, flowing free forever, living ever strong and sure. 

 
*The Communion Response LAAST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Christ, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter, 
One God Triune, whom we adore. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen.  

Departing to Respond to God’s Love 
 
*The Closing Hymn and Recessional No. 25 (1-4) O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
  ST. ANNE 
*The Benediction          
 
The Postlude 

The floral offering is given to the glory of God 
And in honor of all Vacation Bible School Leaders 

 by the King Family 

 
At Northminster, Everyone Is a Minister 

Our Equipping Ministers 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Jillian Hankamer  Director of Music: Rev. Dr. Deborah Chandler 
Organist/Musician in Residence: Rev. Dr. D.H. Clark Music Associate: Mr. Justin Havard 
Choral Intern: Miss Naomi Kilpatrick                                          Admin. Assistant: Ms. Renee Decker 

In Memoriam Rev. Dr. C. Welton Gaddy, Senior Pastor 1992-2016 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, # A-708653. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 
The Worship of God 

The Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 
August 10, 2025 

Welcome to our service at Northminster Church.  We believe that true worship is an active 
experience for each worshipper.  As we become aware of the presence of those seated 
near us let us enter into the realization that this hour provides us with an opportunity to 
encounter the Holy.  At this time, please silence all electronic devices.  Then, please sign 
and pass the attendance register on the inside aisle of each row so we can know of your 
presence with us.  
 

Gathering for Worship 

The Preludes  10:45 a.m. 
  
The Chiming of the Hour  11:00 a.m. 

 
The Welcome and Opportunities  Rev. Jillian Hankamer 
 
The Call to Worship  Rev. Hankamer 

One: When you told us to leave our lives behind, to set out on a path you would 
show us and to put our trust in you, 

Many:  We laughed in fear. We thought we might get lost. 
One: When you told us we were special, that you had chosen to bless and lead 

us, and bless the world through us, 
Many: We laughed in astonishment. We thought we were too ordinary. 
 
One: When you told us you would make us fruitful, that through us you would 

create blessings numerous as the stars, 
Many: We laughed in our doubt. We thought we were barren. 
One: But when the promise was fulfilled, and we held in our arms evidence of 

your love, the power of your faithfulness. 
Many: We laughed in joy, out loud! 
ALL:  And because we heard you laughing as well!     -written by Anna Shirey 



   *Please rise, if able. 

 

 
The Processional (Please rise in body or in spirit as the processional cross passes your row)     

          
*The Opening Hymn No. 55 Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart MARION       

Listening for God in Word, Prayer, and Music  

The Children’s Message   
I see the face of God in you; the love of Christ comes shining through, and I am 
blessed to be with you, beloved, holy child of God.\ 
 

The Voluntary 
 
The Old Testament Reading  Ezekiel 46:3, 2 Kings: 15:5, & Malachi 3:8-9       

One: Examples of how the Israelite people are described in the biblical texts. 
Many: Thanks be to God 

   
The Prayer of Confession 

Eternal God, you love us steadfastly, but we have trouble loving in return; you call us, 
but we have wax-filled ears; you reveal yourself, but our eyelids are heavy; you lead 
us toward our neighbor, but we build walls around ourselves; you hate evil, injustice, 
and alienation, but we get used to it. O God, we pray, help us to see ourselves both as 
we are and as we might be before you, and draw us by your Spirit’s tether into your 
forgiving, renewing, and all-encompassing grace, through the mercies of Christ, Amen. 

 
The Assurance of Forgiveness 

One:  God says to us: You are my chosen ones. I love you. I’m proud of you. 
Stand firm in your renewed commitment. Know that I have forgiven you; I 
call you by name; you are mine. I have entered into a covenant with you 
and will stand by you in all times and all places. 

Many: With this assurance, we dare to live fully into the life which God calls us 
to. Amen.  

 
*The Hymn No. 586 Come to Tend God’s Garden KING’S WESTON   
 
*The Gospel Acclamation  D.H. Clark 

We live not by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth 
of God. Glory be to you, O Christ. 

 
 

 
*The Gospel  Readings  John 15: 3-4 & Matthew 18: 21-35                                                                                                                   

Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
Choir: Words that sustain us, bread that nourishes our souls. Praise be to 

you, O Christ. 
 

The Sermon Jesus was Political, Not Partisan Rev. Hankame 
 (Part 2)      
 
The Anthem          Come, Thou Fount NETTLETON, arr. Craig Courtney 

Come Thou Fount of every blessing time my heart to sing Thy grace; streams of 
mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. Teach me some melodious 
sonnet sung by flaming tongues above. Praise the mount I’m fixed upon it, mount of 
Thy redeeming love. Here I raise mine Ebenezer; hither by Thy help I’m come; and I 
hope, by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. Jesus sought me when a 
stranger, wandering from the fold of God. He, to rescue me from danger, interposed 
His precious love. O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! Let Thy 
goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to Thee. Prone to wander, Lord I 
feel it, prone to leave the God I love. Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for 
Thy courts above. 

Dedicating Gifts to God 
The Offertory is a time of personal devotion and reflection on the day’s teaching, and an 
opportunity to present silently before God what we can give of ourselves. Monetary gifts, 
which are an important part of our worship and commitment to our church, may be made 
privately in the offering plate located in the aisle at the back of the sanctuary or via PayPal 
by scanning the QR Code found on the insert. 

Sharing Holy Communion 

The Invitation to Communion 

The Prayer of Jesus (see insert)  
The Words of Institution 

The service of holy communion is a celebration of the presence of God and Christ 
among us and a feast of bounty for all.  In this place, all are welcome to 
partake.  You will be directed, row by row, to come forward. The server will place 
the bread in your open palms. Gluten-free wafers are available. You are invited to 
take your own cup. 


