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The Communion Anthem God of the Women SLANE, arr. D. H. Clark 
God of the women who answered your call, trusting your promises, giving their all, 
women like Sarah and Hannah and Ruth. Give us the courage to live in your truth. 
God of the women who walked Jesus’ way, giving their resources, learning to pray, 
Mary, Joanna, Susanna, and more. May we give freely as they did before. God of 
the women who ran from the tomb, prayed with the others in that upper room, 
then felt your Spirit on Pentecost Day. May we so gladly proclaim you today. O God 
of Phoebe and ministers all, may we be joyful in answering your call. Give us the 
strength of your Spirit so near that we may share in your ministry here. 

 – Text by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 1998 
 
*The Communion Response LAAST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Christ, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter, 
One God Triune, whom we adore. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen.  
 

Departing to Respond to God’s Love 

*The Closing Hymn and Recessional  And Still We Rise 
 See Insert DARWALL 
 
*The Benediction         Dr. Stone 
 
The Postlude Offertoire-Final Couperin 
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The Worship of God 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Ascension Sunday 

June 1, 2025 

Welcome to our service at Northminster Church.  We believe that true worship is an active 
experience for each worshipper.  As we become aware of the presence of those seated 
near us let us enter into the realization that this hour provides us with an opportunity to 
encounter the Holy.  At this time, please silence all electronic devices.  Then, please sign 
and pass the attendance register on the inside aisle of each row so we can know of your 
presence with us.  
 

Gathering for Worship 

The Preludes  10:45 a.m. 
Adagio in G Minor - Tomaso Albinoni 

Pavane de la Belle au bois dormant - Maurice Ravel 
Le Jardin Féerique - Maurice Ravel 

Jesus is All the World to Me - Will L. Thompson, arr. Bill Wolaver 
 

The Chiming of the Hour  11:00 a.m. 
 

The Welcome and Opportunities  Rev. Jillian Hankamer 
 
The Minute for Missions  Turner Wilson 
 
 
 



   *Please rise, if able. 

 

The Call to Worship Rev. Hankamer 
One: Why are we looking up to heaven? 
Many: Christ has come; Christ has risen; Christ will come again. 
One: Why are we looking ahead to the future? 
Many: The Holy Spirit is among us now. In our baptism we have already 

died and risen with Christ. 
One: Why are we afraid of death and dying? 
Many: God’s love casts out our fear. 
One: Why are we afraid to follow Jesus?  
Many: In Christ, we have the promise of new life now, eternal life to come. 

In Christ, we join our hearts to worship God, who has prepared for 
us to enter the reign of God. 

        -written by Rev. Mindi 
  
The Processional  (Please rise in body or in spirit as the processional cross passes your row)     

          
*The Opening Hymn No. 257  Alleluia! Gracious Jesus 
  HYFRYDOL   
 

Listening for God in Word, Prayer and Music 

The Children’s Message  Rev. Hankamer 
I see the face of God in you; the love of Christ comes shining through, and I am 
blessed to be with you, beloved, holy child of God. 
 

The Voluntary Tierce en Taille Louis Couperin  

The Scripture Reading Psalm 47 
One: The Psalmist speaks. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Pastoral Prayer  Rev. Hankamer 
 
*The Hymn  We Gather in a Circle Here 
 See Insert TALLIS’ CANON 

The Scripture Reading Acts 1:1-14 
One: Luke’s account of Jesus’ ascension. 
Many: Thanks be to God.                                            
  

The Sermon Where Are All the Women? Rev. Dr. Meredith Stone 
 
The Anthem A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing Gordon Young 

A hymn of glory let us sing, new throughout the world shall ring; by a new 
way none ever trod, Christ shares once more the thone of God. God has gone 
up with shouts of joy! O clap your hands, your tongues employ to sing your 
praises to the one who shared his love, God’s only son. O risen Christ, 
ascended now, to your blessed name all knees shall bow; you are, while 
endless ages run, in Triune God head ever one. Alleluia! 
                                                                                              – adapted from The Venerable Bede (673-735)  

  

Dedicating Gifts to God 
The Offertory is a time of personal devotion and reflection on the day’s teaching, 
and an opportunity to present silently before God what we can give of ourselves. 
Monetary gifts, which are an important part of our worship and commitment to our 
church, may be made privately in the offering plate located in the aisle at the back 
of the sanctuary or via PayPal by scanning the QR Code found on the insert. 

 

Sharing Holy Communion 
The Invitation to Communion 
 
The Prayer of Jesus (Using  “Father or God” and “trespasses”) 
 
The Words of Institution 

The service of holy communion is a celebration of the presence of God and Christ 
among us and a feast of bounty for all.  In this place, all are welcome to 
partake.  You will be directed, row by row, to come forward. The server will place 
the bread in your open palms. Gluten free wafers are available. You are invited to 
take your own cup. 


