
 
 

Lead: Is It In Your  
Child Care Program? 

  
Lead comes with a lifetime guarantee; it will do damage for generations. Do you want to be 

responsible for the potential irreversible damage to the children in you care? 

 

Recently the Department of Health (DOH) found unacceptable levels of lead in a 

Westchester child care program, both inside and outside. 

 
How was it discovered? 

A child in the program had been tested for lead and the results revealed an elevated lead 

level. 

After the DOH ruled out the child's home as the source, they inspected the child care 

program. The program had unacceptable lead levels in several areas within the program 

that were accessible to the children in care.  

 

What are the health effects of lead? 

Even low levels of lead can result in: 

* Behavioral issues 

* Learning disabilities 

* Lower IQ and Hyperactivity 

* Slowed Growth 

* Hearing problems 

* Anemia 

* In rare cases, ingestion of lead can cause seizures, coma and even death. 

 

How do children get lead poisoning? 

The most common way for children to get lead in the body is from swallowing or breathing 

in lead dust. Children are especially at risk to lead exposure because they crawl and sit on 

floors, and put their hands and toys in their mouths. 



 
 
Do you know where lead may be hiding? 

* Homes built before 1978 that have: 

   - paint that is peeling, chipping, or cracks (inside & outside) 

   - worn windows, doors, edges of stairs and rails 

   - dust 

   - soil 

* Imported pottery, toys, jewelry, and keys 

* Water in lead pipes and dishware 

* Paint/hobby materials 

 
How can children be protected from lead? 

There are specific regulations to promote lead testing and education. 

 

1. All child care providers licensed and registered by OCFS must try to obtain proof before 

or within three months of enrolling a child who is between the ages of one and six years 

that the child has been tested for lead. 

 If parents cannot provide proof of lead testing, regulations require you to refer the 

parent to a medical provider or the local health department for a blood lead test, and 

give the parent information on lead poisoning and prevention. You must document 
any referrals and information provided, and keep in child's file. 

2. NY'S regulations require medical providers to test children for lead at age 1 and 2 years 

of age and whenever there is a risk for lead poisoning. Child care providers should tell 

parents about these requirements and the importance of lead testing. 

 

What actions you should take right now? 

1. Read "What Child Care Providers Need to Know About Lead", click here 

 

2. Provide lead information to parents - "Lead Poisoning is a Danger for Every Baby and   

Child: Here's What You Know", in english, click here & en Español, click here 

 

3. Read and share “Lead Poisoning Home Checklist”, click here 

 

4. Review all children's medical statements aged 1 - 6 years old to confirm that they have 

had lead testing. For any child that has not had lead testing, refer the parent to a medical 

provider or the local health department for a blood lead test, and give the parent 
information on lead poisoning and prevention. 
 
5. Talk to your local health department about testing paint and dust for lead in your 

program if it was built before 1978. In Westchester County, you can call the Environmental 

Health Department at 813-5059 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=5m7dpc6ab.0.0.cdsgy7cab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F2684389b001%2Fa50ab12a-6edd-4ed8-b75a-1c196f2e2cd8.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=5m7dpc6ab.0.0.cdsgy7cab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F2684389b001%2F1fb7c2a5-9740-4a06-9398-9061d4d6b7fe.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=5m7dpc6ab.0.0.cdsgy7cab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F2684389b001%2F1fb7c2a5-9740-4a06-9398-9061d4d6b7fe.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=5m7dpc6ab.0.0.cdsgy7cab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F2684389b001%2F1fb7c2a5-9740-4a06-9398-9061d4d6b7fe.pdf


Additional Resources for Parents 

 5 Things You Can Do: Fact sheet with information on how to help lower elevated 

blood lead levels; in English[PDF - 128 KB] and en Español[PDF - 186 KB] 

 Are You Pregnant ?: Fact sheet with lead poisoning prevention information for 

pregnant women; in English[PDF - 128 KB] and en Español[PDF - 86 KB] 

 Know the Facts: Fact sheet with general lead poisoning prevention information; in 

English[PDF - 276 KB] and en Español[PDF - 220 KB] 

 What Your Child Your Child’s Blood Test Means, click here 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tools/5things.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tools/5thingsspanish.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tools/are_you_pregnant.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tools/are_you_pregnant_spanish.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tools/know_the_facts.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/tools/know_the_factsspanish.pdf

