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FINGERPRINT WAIVER PROCESS 

 
Upon implementation, fingerprint-imaging results will no longer be able to be “waived” to a new 
program until the individual completes the comprehensive background clearance requirement process. 
(A new SCR and SEL must also be completed.) Once an existing individual has successfully completed the 
comprehensive background clearance requirements, fingerprint-imaging results will be able to be 
associated with another program unless the person ceases to work in any childcare program for 180 
consecutive days. Anyone who is expunged for a period greater than 180 days must complete the 
comprehensive background clearance requirements again, prior to beginning work in a childcare 
program. OCFS recognizes the challenges in implementing these changes, and is dedicated to assisting 
childcare programs throughout this transition. We want to reinforce that existing employees currently 
cleared to work in childcare programs may continue to do so until their birthday requires them to be 
rescreened, as reflected in this letter. In addition, there will be no additional fees passed on to child care 
programs to complete the comprehensive background check process except for the $25 fee, which is 
currently required to process SCR clearances for new applicants/staff only. Also moving forward any 
person or program required to submit to clearances pursuant to this section shall be deemed ineligible, 
as such term is defined in paragraph (2) of this subdivision, if such person: 

 refuses to consent to such clearances; 

 knowingly makes a materially false statement in connection with such clearances; 

 is registered, or is required to be registered, on a state sex offender registry or repository or the 
national sex offender registry; 

 has been convicted of a felony consisting of: 

 murder, as described in section 1111 of Title 18, United States Code; 

 child abuse or neglect; 

 a crime against children, including child pornography; 

 spousal abuse; 

 a crime involving rape or sexual assault; 

 kidnapping; 

 arson;  

 physical assault or battery; or 
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