
 
 

CHILDREN’S CORNER  
 

CHILDREN’S BOOKS THAT EMPOWER GIRLS (AND BOYS)  
 
Children learn so much from books. Wonderful children books take children to new worlds 

and introduce important ideas even to the youngest children. In honor of Women’s History 

Month, here are terrific books to inspire children’s futures.  

 

Not All Princesses Dress In Pink  

It's important to know that one can love baseball, roll around in the mud, 

and ride a bike, all while wearing a sparkly crown. This tribute to girl 

power encourages young people to break molds and fearlessly be 

themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Madeline  

Oh, Madeline. She’s our favorite fearless French heroine and a rebel in all 

the best ways. She has red hair, a weakness for “bad hats,” and she 

laughs in the face of tigers and hospitals. Not to mention, she made scars 

cool. Need we say more? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stand Tall, Molly Lou Melon  

This is a beautifully illustrated book about a (very) little girl who 

transforms her flaws into talents. Every little girl should be able to 

embrace their flaws, as characteristics that set us apart, and make us 

who we are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace For President  

Grace’s teacher is hanging up pictures of the Presidents when she asks 

an age-old question: “Where are all the girls?” That’s a great question 

to plant in young people’s minds. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416980180/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1416980180
http://www.amazon.com/Madeline-Ludwig-Bemelmans/dp/014056439X
http://www.amazon.com/Stand-Tall-Molly-Lou-Melon/dp/0399234160
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1423139992/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1423139992&linkCode=as2&tag=notifoflca-20


Miss Rumphius –  

There’s something to be said for the quiet and confident 

independence this book fosters. Miss Rumphius grows up doing 

exactly what she wants, with only her personal values and the 

beauty of the world in mind. There's no mention of societies 

expectations—just a woman flying solo—and it doesn't get more 

empowering than that.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Paper Bag Princess   

Any children's book with a female heroine who tricks a dragon and 

rescues her Prince and who then leaves him when he is disrespectful 

to her is a wonderful lessons of how strong a princess can be.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Princess Smartypants 

She is the opposite is of the classic beautiful frail princess stories, 

but it still ends with happily ever after.  Princess Smartypants 

does her own thing and doesn’t understand why her family is so 

obsessed with finding her a husband.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladybug Girl Dresses Up!  

This is one positive girl book. In this board book Lulu dresses up in 

a handful of different costumes including both “girl” ones and “boy” 

ones. She is equally happy in a princess dress as she is as a pirate. 

The one costume she loves above all the rest is her Ladybug Girl 

one, because as Ladybug Girl she can do anything. The message is 

she can do anything even if she may have to work as hard as a 

superhero. 

 

 

 

Princess Pigsty   

This is a fantastic story about a little princess who is different. She 

is so disgusted with being perfect and pretty that she chucks her 

crown into the pond. When she refuses her father’s orders he 

punishes her by sending her to the pigsty but she loves it and 

feels more at home there than in her royal chambers. In the end, 

there is room for all sorts of princesses in this family. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0140505393/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0140505393&linkCode=as2&tag=notifoflca-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0920236162?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0920236162
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0399243984?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0399243984
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0448453738/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0448453738&linkCode=as2&tag=notifoflca-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1905294328/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1905294328
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Princess-Smarty-Pants.jpg
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/ladybug-girl.jpg
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/princess-pigsty.jpg


 

Rosa  

The author has done a fantastic job setting the stage, explaining how 

Rosa Parks was not your typical heroine, she was just a seamstress, just 

like everyone else. The message is that one woman can stand up for 

what is right and make big changes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ghosts in the House!  

A little girl moves into house and soon finds out it is haunted. Luckily 

she is a witch and knows just what to do. The ghosts in the story 

seem mischievous but never scary and even when she washes them 

in the washing machine, they are still smiling. This little girl takes 

care of her problems herself with confidence and ability. Halloween 

is a time when so many young girls dress in costumes that make 

them feel powerful, strong and beautiful and this book is a great 

companion to that subtle message of you can do anything and be 

anyone you want. 

 

 

Chrysanthemum  

This is a lovely book about having confidence in who you are, loosing 

confidence and regaining it in the end. Chrysanthemum is a little 

mouse who loves her name until she goes to school and is picked on 

for it being out of the ordinary. Who can’t relate to this? Ultimately 

Chrysanthemum learns to love her name again and regains the 

confidence in being herself that she once had.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shelia Rae, The Brave    

Sheila is a brave little mouse and taunts her little sister Louise calling 

her names when she isn’t as brave as her. However soon the tables are 

turned and when Shelia gets lost it’s her very own scaredy cat sister 

who shows the bravery. Readers can see how brave both the girls were 

and that it’s ok to let someone help you when you need it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Freckleface Strawberry 

She struggles with her freckles but comes to accept them. Part of being 

strong and confident is being comfortable with who you are inside and 

out. I also appreciate that her freckles do not go away as she got older, 

so often we simply tell kids that it will get better when they are older 

when the truth is we deal with it better. 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0312376022/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0312376022&linkCode=as2&tag=notifoflca-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1596434279?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1596434279
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0688147321?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0688147321
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1591123267?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1591123267
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1599901072/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1599901072&linkCode=as2&tag=notifoflca-20
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/rosa.jpg
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/ghosts-in-the-house.jpg
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/chrysanthemum.jpg
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/brave.jpg
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/freckle.jpg


 

 

Stephanie’s Ponytail   

The story is about Stephanie whose friends, and even teachers, start 

copying how she wears her ponytail. She moves if to the side, to the 

top of her head even right in front of her face and they keep copying 

her. So she outsmarts them all with shocking results. The message 

though is about being your own person, a powerful one for little girls. 

 

 

 

 

Willow  

This is a wonderful book about artistic spirit. Willow doesn’t follow 

the rules in art class, instead she paints what she sees when she 

closes her eyes. Her teacher’s rules are unfair, restrictive and she 

is just plain mean! It’s hard as a teacher to read stories with mean, 

doesn’t stop painting blue apples and is confident in her 

individuality and isn’t as bothered by her mean teacher as I am. 

This story is really worth a look! 

 

 

 

 

 

Suki’s Kimono  

Suki loves her Kimono, she doesn’t care that her sisters think it’s not 

cool to wear it to school, her grandma gave it to her and she likes it. I 

love that she is depicted as confident but not 100% sure of herself, it 

allows readers to really connect, recognizing those times when we are 

putting up a brave face even if inside we aren’t so sure. Being yourself 

is hard and the author connects to that while still creating a strong 

lovely heroine. 

 

 

 

 

 

I Want to be a Cowgirl  

This is a story about a little city girl who doesn’t want to grow up to have 

tea parties, cook, clean or sew. She doesn’t want to be a girly girl at all, 

she wants to be a cowgirl. She is about adamant about knowing what she 

wants and the does what she can to be a cowgirl - using bananas as six 

shooters, and turning her dad’s rug into chaps! I like the message about 

following your own dreams not what society tells us we should be, and 

the rhyming text is perfectly suited for this sassy tale. 

 

 

Hilda Must Be Dancing  

This is a lovely story about a big hippo that loves to dance, although 

her neighbors aren’t as keen. Hilda is big and when she dances she 

shakes and rattles everything, it’s noisy and disruptive and is making 

her friends very angry. They suggest that she try new hobbies, but 

knitting and singing won’t do it’s simply not in her heart, Hilda needs 

to move and groove!  I loves that a solution is found that makes 

everyone happy, that Hilda doesn’t have to give up her passion. 

Strong and beautiful Hilda is a great role model for all little girls. 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B001TLKJKU?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B001TLKJKU
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1585363421/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1585363421
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1553377524/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1553377524
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0805069976?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0805069976
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1416950834?ie=UTF8&tag=notifoflca-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1416950834
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/stephanies-ponytail.jpg
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/willow1.jpg
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/suki.jpg
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/I-Want-To-Be-A-Cowgirl.jpg
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/Hilda-Must-Be-Dancing.jpg


Tar Beach 

When Cassie Louise Lightfoot "flies," all below is hers for the taking. 

Soaring above bridges, buildings, and city streets, Cassie dreams of a 

better life for her family. This young heroine makes the hottest of 

urban nights magical. She believes in the power of imagination and 

the promise of something better. And most of all, she inspires her 

readers to think beyond their own earthbound lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Like Myself! 

A book with a clear message of "to thy own self be true" that avoids 

the preachy-teachy trap. The little girl narrator is adorable and 

relentlessly self-loving in the best of possible ways. The snappy 

rhymes are fun to read. This is the kind of book to read over and 

over again, especially when a child’s self-confidence is shaky. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Chair for My Mother 

A child, her waitress mother, and her grandmother save dimes to 

buy a comfortable armchair after all of their furniture is lost 

in a fire. This is a beautiful story about persisting during hard times.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources:  

1. http://bust.com/books/13817-12-empowering-children-s-books-to-add-to-little-girls-

bookshelves.html 

2. http://www.amightygirl.com/books 
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http://www.amightygirl.com/i-like-myself
http://bust.com/books/13817-12-empowering-children-s-books-to-add-to-little-girls-bookshelves.html
http://bust.com/books/13817-12-empowering-children-s-books-to-add-to-little-girls-bookshelves.html
http://www.amightygirl.com/books
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2012/09/picture-books-about-strong-girls.html
http://www.amightygirl.com/i-like-myself

