
 

 
 

CHILDREN’S CORNER  
 

CHILDREN’S BOOKS THAT EMPOWER BOYS (AND GIRLS)  

 
In March, we offered books that empower girls. Now we suggest books that help boys 

accept themselves for all that can be while attracting them to slow down and hear a great 

story. Learning to love books starts with books that are of interest to children. Boys tend to 

be active and rambunctious. They need books that are full of adventure, humor, and 

different experiences – the crazier the better. Non-fiction books about animals and nature 

show them a world to explore. They also can learn from books about feelings, friendship, 

and relationships. Some of these books may be a little strange, but boys (and girls) will love 

them.  

 

  
By Doreen Cronin 

Farmer Brown's cows are unhappy because their barn is chilly at night. Luckily, they find an old 

typewriter and write Farmer Brown a note requesting an electric blanket to keep them toasty. 

Farmer Brown refuses, prompting a chain of hilarious reactions from the cows, hens and ducks. 

Young and old will love this comical tale about the farm animals that took a stand. A 2001 

Caldecott Honor book.  

 

  
By Mo Willems 

Would you let a pigeon drive? In this simple yet hilarious tale, a pigeon pleads with the reader 

to let him drive the bus. Your child will love telling the pigeon "No," after each request. A 2003 

Caldecott Honor book.  

 

  
By William Steig 

Pete has nothing to do on a dreary, rainy day until his father turns him into a pizza. In this 

hilarious story, Pete's father kneads and stretches him, covers him with toppings and tosses 

him into the oven.  

 

http://www.shoppbs.org/product/index.jsp?productId=11028011


 
By Taro Gomi and Amanda Mayer Stinchecum 

The title says it all, but this is a wonderful book. 

 

 
By William Kotzwinkle and Glenn Murray 

Walter has a problem, but his family does not give up on him.  

 

  
By Andrea Zimmerman and David Clemesha 

Mr. Gilly, the trash man, cleans up the town with his trash truck. With the chorus, "Dump it in, 

smash it down, drive around the trashy town!" and lively illustrations, this book will have the 

whole family looking forward to trash day.  

 

 
By Werner Holzwarth and Wolf Erlbruch 

This book charms readers young and old with its unconditionally candid tale that raises 

bathroom humor to new heights. Splendidly straightforward and comic, it is at first 

unbelievable and then irresistible.  

 

 
By Mem Fox 

Boris von der Borch is a mean, greedy old pirate--tough as nails, through and through, 

like all pirates. Or is he? When a young boy sneaks onto Boris's ship, he discovers that Boris 

and his mates aren't quite what he expected. 

 

 
By Sneed Collard III 

This whimsical and intriguing picture book explores the different roles of fatherhood in the 

animal kingdom 

https://www.amazon.com/Taro-Gomi/e/B000APENNA/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1492618012&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Amanda-Mayer-Stinchecum/e/B000APEWGI/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1492618012&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/William-Kotzwinkle/e/B000AQ79OY/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1492618133&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Glenn-Murray/e/B001IGHRC4/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1492618133&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Werner-Holzwarth/e/B000ARBH6O/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1492618298&sr=1-1


 
By Alison Ritchie 

Little Bear's dad is simply the best! He wakes up his cub with a tickle on the nose and a 

kiss. Then the two spend a wonderful day together exploring, splashing through rain, and 

swimming in the river. At the end of the day, they snuggle together under the stars.  
 

 
By Charlotte Zolotow 

More than anything, William wants a doll. "Don't be a creep," says his brother. "Sissy, 

sissy," chants the boy next door. Then one day someone really understands William's wish, 

and makes it easy for others to understand, too. 

 

  
By Bob McLeod 

Learning the alphabet gets a power boost with help from an alphabet's worth of superheroes, 

from Astro-Man to Zinger. Watch reading skills take off with comic book-style illustrations that 

dazzle even reluctant readers.  

 

  
By Bill Martin Jr., Michael Sampson and Michael Chesworth 

With engaging rhyme and vibrant art, Swish! takes readers into the final minute of a hotly 

contested game between two basketball teams, the Cardinals and the Blue Jays.  

  
By Bill Martin Jr., Michael Sampson and Michael Chesworth 

Granny Whiteoak, who was a star quarterback in her youth, hears on TV that her team is in 

trouble. She leaps from her bed and into the television, coming out at the stadium, where she 

defeats the opposition with a startling touchdown. The supreme silliness is elevated by the 

rhyming verse and hilarious illustrations.  
 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author-exact=Bill%20Martin%20Jr.&rank=-relevance%2C%2Bavailability%2C-daterank/104-1014272-8065532
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author-exact=Michael%20Sampson&rank=-relevance%2C%2Bavailability%2C-daterank/104-1014272-8065532
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/index=books&field-author-exact=Michael%20Chesworth&rank=-relevance%2C%2Bavailability%2C-daterank/104-1014272-8065532


  
By Bob Barner 
This bright and captivating rhyming book will inspire your child to hunt for bugs in the backyard 

and beyond. An enclosed bug fact chart may also interest a budding entomologist.  

 

 
 By Ruth Krauss 

Despite everyone's predictions that his carrot will not grow, a little boy tends to his seed with 

great care and attention. In the end, he is rewarded with an enormous harvest.  

 

  
By Susan Meddaugh 

Martha, a mutt, begins to speak after her young owner slips her a bowl of alphabet soup. She 

speaks, and speaks, and speaks, until Helen tells her, "Sometimes I wish you had never learned 

to talk."  

 

 

  
By Steve Jenkins and Robin Page 
This clever and engaging nonfiction book is filled with amazing facts about an assortment of 

animals. Using beautiful collages, parts of animals' bodies are presented with intriguing 

questions such as, "What do you do with a nose like this?" and "What do you do with eyes like 

this?" These are followed By information about how each animal makes use of that particular 

body part.  

 

  
By John Scieska, David Shannon, Loren Long and David Gordon 

This preschool/kindergarten series comes in more shapes, sizes, and formats than you can 

shake a bumper at! It's a world where all the characters are trucks, all the stories are action 

driven, and boys can imagine themselves in all their crazy, loud, funny, creative, excited, full-

throttle glory! Best of all, no one's afraid to get dirty or be LOUD!  

 

http://www.shoppbs.org/product/index.jsp?productId=3436375


  
By Maurice Sendak 

Pierre says he doesn't care about anyone or anything, but an experience with a hungry lion 

helps him change his mind. Sendak's humorous, rhyming text and whimsical illustrations 

capture Pierre's transformation perfectly.  

 

  
By Tony Bradman 

When Daddy returns home from work, everyone is sound asleep except for the baBy. He takes 

the baBy in his arms and sings a lullaBy until they both fall asleep. Stunning, realistic pictures 

bring this tender story to life.  

 

 
By Sam McBratney 

Little Nutbrown Hare loves his father as far as he can reach with his arms and as high as he can 

hop. His father shows him just how much he loves him too, with an even bigger reach and 

higher hop. This endearing story is perfect for settling in at bedtime. (Ages 2–5) 

 

 
By Nancy Carlson 

This book offers advice on how to make friends, with a humorous twist. By describing all the 

ways children can lose friends, such as whining, not sharing, bullying and frowning, it 

emphasizes a valuable message about friendship.  

 

 
By David Shannon 

Your little one will connect with David as he gets into mischief throughout the house. As he 

plays with his food, jumps on the bed and tracks mud indoors, he receives the same response 

from his family—"No, David!" In the end, however, he receives the most important message of 

all—"Yes, David. I love you!"  

 



 
By Lucy Rowland  

Pirates are always popular subjects for picture books and By ingeniously combining a pirate 

story with a pair of yucky smelly feet, Mark Chambers and Lucy Rowland have upped the 

satisfaction levels even higher.  

 

 
By Richard Collingridge  

This book comes with a warning: it will make you ROAR! And it will – with excitement, relief 

and happiness. Nightime and Richard is scared, clutching his toy Lionheart. 

 

 
By Michael Foreman  

Michael Foreman was inspired to create his new picture book on a visit to the Dubai Book 

Fair, and Jamal the little camel's journey ends in the shining towers and bright colorful 

market places of the city.  

 

 
By Andy Stanton  

December 2016 Book of the Month Andy Stanton, that maestro of absurdity, teams up with 

Neal Layton, an illustrator who also has a direct line to preposterousness, to create a picture 

book that takes a simple idea and follows it. 

  

 
By Jane Clarke  

Jane Clarke and Emma Dodd have enormous fun reinventing the story of the old woman 

who swallowed a flea, transposing the setting to the Amazon jungle and replacing the old 

woman with an anaconda!  

 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/4660/Lucy-Rowland.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/4270/Richard-Collingridge.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/1043/Michael-Foreman.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/1369/Andy-Stanton.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/909/Jane-Clarke.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/14031/Pirate-Pete-and-His-Smelly-Feet-by-Lucy-Rowland.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/13862/Lionheart-by-Richard-Collingridge.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/13823/Jamal-s-Journey-by-Michael-Foreman.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/13568/Danny-McGee-Drinks-the-Sea-by-Andy-Stanton.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/13273/I-Saw-Anaconda-by-Jane-Clarke.html


 
By Ross Montgomery  

There's an air of fairy tale in this beautiful and touching picture book, but its foundations are 

firmly in family relationships. A young boy lives with his grandma, who was an architect.  

 

  
By Sherri Duskey Rinker  and Tom Lichtenheld 

As the sun sets behind the big construction site, all the hardworking trucks get ready to say 

goodnight. One by one, they finish their work and lie down to rest—so they'll be ready for 

another day of rough and tough construction play 

 

 
By Tom McLaughlin  

Inventive Orson builds his own planet with a cupful of rocks, a dash of water, a sprinkling of 

metal and a lot of nothingness. He loves his planet and is proud of it.  

 

 
By Felix Massie  

Terry Perkins is a normal, happy little boy, until he starts to speak, and his words come out 

upside down. A doctor has the answer – stand Terry on his head. People can understand 

him now, but it what happens to Terry?  

 

 
By Jill Lewis  

Four cavemen find a pencil and have absolutely no idea what they should do with it.  

 

 
By Drew Daywalt  

Poor Duncan just wants to color. But when he opens his box of crayons, he finds only 

letters, all saying the same thing: His crayons have had enough! They quit! 

 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/3491/Ross-Montgomery.html
https://www.amazon.com/Sherri-Duskey-Rinker/e/B004HU5BJO/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Tom-Lichtenheld/e/B001ILME0E/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/3002/Tom-McLaughlin.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/4281/Felix-Massie.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/1823/Jill-Lewis.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/3490/Drew-Daywalt.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/13206/The-Building-Boy-by-Ross-Montgomery.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/12942/Up-Up-and-Away-by-Tom-McLaughlin.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/12392/Terry-Perkins-and-His-Upside-Down-Frown-by-Felix-Massie.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9851/Ug-A-Lug-Four-Cavemen-and-a-Prehistoric-Pencil-by-Jill-Lewis.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10795/The-Day-the-Crayons-Quit-by-Drew-Daywalt.html


 

 

Sean Taylor  

A brilliant bedtime romp! When Mum and Dad hand over the babysitting to a bunch of 

robots they have no idea just how much chaos will follow.  

 

 
By Anthony Browne  

Fed up with being bullied Willy the gorilla decides to take action and if that means getting 

fitter and tougher then that's what he does. Suddenly the bullies are running away and even 

better Willy saves a girl. 

 

 
By Sheena Dempsey  

Perfect for pet-lovers (and especially guinea pig lovers) everywhere, this funny story of 

finding a home and a person to care for him is told from the guinea pig's humorous 

perspective.   

 

 
By Sue Mongredien  

How can Harry tame the monster who comes to scare him in the night? Luckily first Mum 

and then dad come up with a clever plan. Suddenly, the monster doesn't seem so scary 

after all.  

  

 

 
By Sally Sutton  

“Bang! Clang! Crack! Thud! Creak!! Wham! ” The noises of the building site provide a 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/1583/Sean-Taylor.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/862/Anthony-Browne.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/3362/Sheena-Dempsey.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/1450/Sue-Mongredien.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/3646/Sally-Sutton.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10359/Willy-the-Wimp-by-Anthony-Browne.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10258/Bruno-and-Titch-by-Sheena-Dempsey.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/10127/Harry-and-the-Monster-by-Sue-Mongredien.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9647/Demolition-by-Sally-Sutton.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/11117/Robot-Rumpus-by-Sean-Taylor.html


background to this vigorous story of destruction. Perfect for all those who love big machines 

such as tractors, diggers and cranes as the work they. 

  

 
By Alex T. Smith  

A fun-filled new picture book about the power of good with quirky illustrations from award-

winning Alex T. Smith. Boys in particular will love the story of Hector, a tiny little boy with a 

big heart. 

   

 

By Alison Ritchie  

An exciting new title in the popular series about Jack, a boy with a gift for repairing big 

machines. Jack's just fixed up a monster truck and his keen to give it a test drive.  

 

 

Resources: 

http://www.pbs.org/parents/best-books-for-boys/picture-books-for-boys.html 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/gr8/Books-for-Boys.html 

 

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/2993/Alex-T.-Smith.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/author/2463/Alison-Ritchie.html
http://www.pbs.org/parents/best-books-for-boys/picture-books-for-boys.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/gr8/Books-for-Boys.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9613/Hector-and-the-Big-Bad-Knight-by-Alex-T-Smith.html
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/9506/Jack-s-Mega-Machines-Mighty-Monster-Truck-by-Alison-Ritchie.html

