The Kentucky Beef Network and University of Kentucky Beef Extension teams are launching new programs this fall, which are funded by Kentucky Agricultural Development Funds.
Advanced Post Weaning Value-Added Program
This new program launches fall 2023 and will work to capture preconditioning data from experienced producers to effectively illustrate the advantages and economic benefits of weaning and preconditioning calves prior to marketing. Participants will work with beef extension specialists to review their feeding plan, manage their calves using CPH-45 or similar protocol, collect weights at weaning, and then once market ready, participate in an approved value-added sale. Participants must complete the required paperwork detailing weights, feed and vet costs, and sales receipts and submit this information to complete the program. Once the paperwork is submitted and the calves have been marketed, participants will receive a one-page closeout which documents the economic returns or losses to the preconditioning enterprise. If you are interested in participating, please contact your county agriculture agent.
Back to Basics
The goal of this program is to identify 10 farms spread geographically across the state and to demonstrate the impact of implementing modern production practices in a typical beef cow-calf operation. Many producers do not use modern production practices even though these practices have been demonstrated to positively impact production efficiency and profitability.
Back to Basics aims to work with producers to identify their farm and production goals, then help create a production plan to achieve those goals. The farms selected to participate must want to improve their operations and be willing to participate for two years. 
Participants will collect data using Stocket (formerly X10D) to demonstrate impact. There will also be an educational component about the "basics" of production including: health, nutrition, reproduction, forage and recordkeeping. Organized field days at each participating farm will be used to demonstrate modern production practices and their results. 
Master Cattleman
After nearly 25 years, the beef extension team is currently working to modernize the Master Cattleman program and curriculum to meet the demands of today’s cattle producer. The new Master Cattleman program will continue to deliver an informative and comprehensive beef production curriculum, but in a way that is accessible to more cattle producers than ever. 
Master Grazer 
Grazing schools focus on improving the utilization of existing forage resources to better meet producer needs through hands-on learning of key grazing concepts.  
0. Sept. 27-28 - Fall Grazing School, Versailles
0. Oct. 3 – Kentucky Forage and Grassland Council Field Day, Clay
Grazing conferences will host educational sessions focusing on key issues in grassland agriculture.
0. Oct. 31 –Western Kentucky Grazing Conference, Elizabethtown
0. Nov. 1 – Eastern Kentucky Grazing Conference, Lexington
Fencing schools provide participants with theory and application of permanent and temporary electric fencing.  Participants will learn how to select and install energizers, build smooth high tensile fencing, improve existing fencing with the use of electrified offset, and how to effectively utilize temporary fencing to control grazing. 
0. Nov. 7 - Fall Fencing School, Scott County.
0. Nov. 9—Fall Fencing School, Caldwell County.
To learn more about the grazing programs being offered this fall please visit the UK Forage Extension website http://forages.ca.uky.edu/.




