Gifts of the Holy Spirit — Wisdom

The gift of Wisdom: "to judge and order all things in accordance with divine norms and
with a connaturality that flows from loving union with God." The Holy Spirit aids the
contemplation of divine things, enabling the person to grow in union with God. With this
gift, even an "uneducated soul" can possess the most profound knowledge of the divine.
For example, St. Therese of Lisieux had no formal education in theology, and yet was
wise to the ways of the Lord; for this reason, she has been declared a Doctor of the
Church.

While this gift contemplates the divine, it is also a practical wisdom. It applies God's
ideas to judge both created and divine matter. Consequently, it also directs human acts
according to the divine.

This gift has great effects: With this gift a person will see and evaluate all things - both
joy and sorrow, pleasure and pain, success or failure - from God's point of view, and
accept them with equanimity. With Wisdom, all things, even the worst, are seen as
having a supernatural value. For example, the Gift of Wisdom gives value to martyrdom.
Here a person arises above the wisdom of this world, and lives in the love of God. For
this reason, the Gift of Wisdom brings to perfection charity.

How has the gift of wisdom been active in your life?



