
 
Dr. Rick Evans is an educational presenter, leadership coach and author with 
35 years of experience in public education. He is the founder of Thriving K-12 
Leadership, LLC, providing leadership coaching, professional development and 
keynote speaking services. He has served as an assistant superintendent, 
principal, assistant principal, and high school teacher. He chose to return to a 
principalship to spend the last eleven years of his career in a building working 
directly with students and teachers.  
 

Under his leadership, Stevens Elementary became one of the highest performing elementary 
schools in the Capital Region. The school has been recognized on numerous occasions at the 
national, state, and local levels for student performance in ELA and math, and was also 
nominated by the U.S. Department of Education for the National Blue Ribbon Award for 
Excellence.  
 
His areas of expertise include transformational and servant leadership, cultivating positive 
school culture, utilizing positive psychology principles and practices to enhance culture and 
achievement, and  Professional Learning Communities. He is the author of Improving Student 
Academic Achievement Through Putting the Needs of Public School Educators First and My 
Thrive Book. Dr. Evans holds a B.A. from Colgate University, and an M.Ed. and Ed.D. in 
Educational Leadership from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
 


