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GATHERING: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
2330 E. Calumet St., Appleton, Wisconsin 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 ~ 8 & 9:40 a.m. Services 

 

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the baptizer’s 
voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could 
as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally, all the 
baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the 
way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in capturing a vision of the “salvation of 
God.” 
 
ELW denotes the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal 
P–Pastor  A–Assisting Minister  C–Congregation 

 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING MUSIC Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding arr. G. Winston Cassler 
 
WELCOME to WORSHIP & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
RESPONSIVE LITANY FOR CANDLE-LIGHTING Hope for Those Who Are Weary 

A The light shines in the darkness. 
C but the darkness has not overcome it. 
A During Advent our weary souls seek God’s daily strength. 
C The Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 
A We grow weary when fear overshadows faith. 
C The Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 
P We grow weary when destructive actions erupt in the world around us. 
C The Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 
P For all of us feeling weary this Advent season: 
C Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and the 

grace of Christ as we speak. 
 Two candles are lit as the following is read: 
A This morning we light two candles. The first candle illuminates patience in the areas of our lives 

where God has called us to wait. The second candle extends the promise of strength to all who feel 
weary and weak in the shadows of this world. As we continue our Advent journey, may our hope be 
kindled as the light grows brighter. 

 Let’s sing together stanza 2 of the hymn Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715): 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow’r to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 
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Refrain 
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

Text & Music: Bernadette Farrell; © 1993, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-703841. All rights reserved. 

 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills 
the hungry with good things. 

C Amen 
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
P God for whom we wait, 
C in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing that your good 

news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of self in material 
wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn 
away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen 

P God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your 
sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, and 
recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

 

GATHERING HYMN Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding ELW 246 

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! 
"Christ is near," we hear it say. 

"Cast away the works of darkness, 
all you children of the day!" 

Wakened by the solemn warning, 
from earth's bondage let us rise; 

Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies. 

See the Lamb, so long expected, 
come with pardon down from heav'n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
one and all, to be forgiv'n; 

So, when next he comes in glory 
and the world is wrapped in fear, 

he will shield us with his mercy 
and with words of love draw near. 

Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
to the Father and the Son 
with the everlasting Spirit 
while unending ages run! 

Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878, 



3 

 

WORD: God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
C Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all the 

people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
FIRST READING  Malachi 3:1-4 
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my messenger”) will 
prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold are 
refined. 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the 
way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and 

like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi 
and refine them like gold and silver, until they 
present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 
4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in 
former years. 

A Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
SECOND READING Philippians 1:3-11 
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to be in 
partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is 
with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge. 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 
4constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in 
the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good 
work among you will bring it to completion by the 
day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this 
way about all of you, because you hold me in your 
heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, 
both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 

confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, 
how I long for all of you with the compassion of 
Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love 
may overflow more and more with knowledge and 
full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, 
so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, 11having produced the harvest of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for 
the glory and praise of God. 

A Word of God, word of life.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 3:1-6 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord.  

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we 
hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious authority that will 
be challenged by this coming Lord.
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor 
Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during 
the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 
word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness.3He went into all the region around the 
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book 
of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way 
of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley 
shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; 6and all flesh 
shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
SERMON  Pastor Jennifer DeNetz 
 

(9:40) Faith Formation students join us for worship (during the singing of the Hymn of the Day). 
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HYMN OF THE DAY On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry ELW 249 

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 

awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings! 

Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; 
make straight the way for God within, 

and let us all our hearts prepare 
for Christ to come and enter there. 

We hail you as our Savior, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 

without your grace we waste away 
like flow'rs that wither and decay. 

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, 
and make us rise to fall no more; 
oh, let your face upon us shine 

and fill the world with love divine. 

All praise to you, eternal Son, 
whose advent has our freedom won, 

whom with the Father we adore, 
and Holy Spirit, evermore. 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite 

 
(9:40) CHILDREN’S VIDEO MESSAGE  Brigetta Wingender 

 
APOSTLES CREED 

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
 
PRAYERS of the CHURCH 

P In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s 
presence. 

  Petitions end: Hear us, O God, 
  Response: …your mercy is great. 
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MEAL: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

P God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those 
of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

C Amen 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING Wait for the Lord Repeated, harmony encouraged 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Text: Taizé Community; Music: Jacques Berthier; Text & Music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-703841. All rights reserved. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching, 
C we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way 

before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
Amen 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

P Jesus’ disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us how to pray.” He said to them, “When you pray, say”: 
 C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
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  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
   now and forever. Amen 
 
 
 

In the bread and wine, we believe Christ is truly present. Much more than a sign, 
story or symbol of God’s love, it is an event where God reaches down to us through 
common earthly elements and invites us into the mystery and miracle of a 
relationship with him, the Word made flesh for us. All, who have been baptized, are 
invited to this experience of God’s love, where He is our host and we are his guests, 
who will take the message of his love into the world. 

 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WTL 

 

HYMN What Feast of Love ELW 487 

What feast of love is offered here, 
what banquet come from heaven? 

What food of everlasting life, 
what gracious gift is given? 
This, this is Christ the king, 

the bread come down from heaven. 
Oh, taste and see and sing! 

How sweet the manna given! 
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What light of truth is offered here, 
what covenant from heaven? 
What hope of everlasting life, 
what wondrous word is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 
the sun come down from heaven. 

Oh, see and hear and sing! 
The Word of God is given! 

What wine of love is offered here, 
what crimson drink from heaven? 
What stream of everlasting life, 
what precious blood is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 
the sweetest wine of heaven. 

Oh, taste and see and sing! 
The Son of God is given! 

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939; Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-703841. All rights reserved. 

 

 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 
P Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers 

of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

C Amen 

FINAL BLESSING 
P The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C Amen 

 
SENDING SONG Prepare the Royal Highway ELW 264 

Prepare the royal highway; 
the King of kings is near! 
Let ev'ry hill and valley 

a level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, 

foretold in sacred story: 
Refrain 

Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God's word! 

God's people, see him coming: 
your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before him! 
Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God's promise will not fail you! 
No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 
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Then fling the gates wide open 
to greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet ev'ry nation 
its tribute too may bring. 

All lands will bow before him; 
their voices join your singing:  Refrain 

His is no earthly kingdom; 
it comes from heav'n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom 
and justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding 
for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-703841. All rights reserved. 

 
DISMISSAL 

A We are a family of Christians 
C …growing in faith and reaching out in love. 
A Go in peace, Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 Preaching Minister Jennifer DeNetz 
 Presiding Minister Roger McQuistion 
 Assisting Minister Monica Koller 
 Musicians Sondra Joten, Aaron Juhl 
 Ushers (8:00) Bill Robarge & Tim Wheeler 
  (9:40) Jeremy Dobbe, Chris Howard 
 Greeters (8:00) Margie & Mike Bricco 
  (9:40) Dennis Sauberlich 
 Communion Servers (8:00) Mark Steine 
  (9:40) Donna Cook 

 
 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Permission to reprint, podcast and/or stream scripture and worship texts (Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America/Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 
1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress) © 2021 Augsburg Fortress by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License 
#SAS000711/). Advent Candlel-ighting Ceremony text by Rev. Rich Davis, Senior Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, River Forest, IL. All rights reserved. 
Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding from HYMNTUNE PRELUDES FOR THE ORGAN, VOL. 1 (arr. G. Winston Cassler; ©1960 Augsburg Publishing House, admin Augsburg 
Fortress), Christ, Be Our Light (Text & Music: Bernadette Farrell; © 1993, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP), Wait for the Lord (Text: Taizé Community; Music: 
Jacques Berthier; Text & Music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent), What Feast of Love (Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939; Text © 1993 
Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213), & Prepare the Royal Highway (Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; 
tr. LUTHERAN BOOK OF WORSHIP; Text © 1978 LUTHERAN BOOK OF WORSHIP, admin. Augsburg Fortress). All rights reserved. 
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Mission Statement 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church is a family of Christians 

Growing in Faith and Reaching out in Love. 

PoP Vision 2024 
We will be…an engaged and inclusive congregation of disciples,  

transforming the lives in our community through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome to God's House which is the spiritual home of all who come to worship today. 
Part of Prince of Peace Church's mission statement says that we are "a family of Christians." 
Because God has made us family, we gather together in this church home to receive the 
Lord's strength, comfort and peace. Christ, our brother, is here, and his presence will 
change us. As new people, we leave this spiritual home to go out and live our daily lives in 
the world as ambassadors for Christ. Go, but remember to come home. See you next 
Sunday! 

A hearing loop system is installed in our sanctuary. Those with hearing aid devices may 
activate their T-Coil technology.  

As a courtesy to others, please remember to turn off all mobile devices during worship.  

The Glass Cross on the Altar is unique. There are only 3 of these handmade crosses in the 
world. The other two are in congregations with whom we share our ministry. One is on the 
altar of Kopano Lutheran Church in Mogwase, South Africa and the other is at the 
Evangelische Stadtpfarrkirche Hermannstadt in Sibiu, Romania. These Lutheran churches 
are ministry partners with us with whom we have shared visits, resources, and mutual 
support. Each Sunday as we gather in worship under this common cross, we are reminded 
of our faith in our Savior, Jesus the Christ, whose Spirit unites peoples of different 
countries, races, cultures and histories under His benevolent love. 
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Advent & Christmas Worship Schedule 
 

During our Advent Midweek services (at 6:15 p.m.) 

we will use our traditional “Joyous Light” liturgy. 
The theme will be “Answering the Call of Christ” 
from the perspective people who were there at the 
nativity using brief videos and meditations. Our final 
service will be a Healing Service. Listed below are 
the remaining services: 

Dec. 8 – Mary 
Dec 15 – Joseph 
Dec. 22 – Healing 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, December 26 
1 service — 9:40 a.m. (in-person & online)  

 
PRINT THIS PAGE TO USE AS A REFERENCE AS YOU PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY WORSHIP! 

 
Christmas Eve 

10:30 a.m.—2 p.m.—4:30 p.m.—8 p.m. 
with Holy Communion 

Come join us in-person or online! 
 


