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Mission Statement 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church is a family of Christians 
Growing in Faith and Reaching out in Love 

 

PoP Vision 2024 

We will be 
… an engaged and inclusive congregation of disciples,  

transforming the lives in our community  

through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
Welcome to God's House which is the spiritual home of all who worship today, wherever you may be.  

Part of Prince of Peace Church's mission statement says that we are "a family of Christians." Because 

God has made us family, we are together, even though we are physically separated, to receive the Lord's 

strength, comfort and peace. Christ, our brother, is with us, and his presence will change us. As new 

people, we leave this time of worship to live our daily lives in the world as ambassadors for Christ. Go, 

but remember to come home. See you next Sunday! 

 

The Glass Cross on the Altar is unique. There are only 3 of these handmade crosses in the world. The 

other two are in congregations with whom we share our ministry. One is on the altar of Kopano Lutheran 

Church in Mogwase, South Africa and the other is at the Evangelische Stadtpfarrkirche Hermannstadt in 

Sibiu, Romania. These Lutheran churches are ministry partners with us with whom we have shared 

visits, resources and mutual support. Each Sunday as we gather in worship under this common cross, we 

are reminded of our faith in our Savior, Jesus the Christ, whose Spirit unites peoples of different 

countries, races, cultures and histories under His benevolent love. 
 

 
Worship Leaders   

     Presiding Minister Jennifer DeNetz 

     Musicians  Sondra Joten 

        Erik Larson & Corrina Czarnik 

     Reader  Nancy Scheuerman 

     Children’s Message Brigetta Wingender 

     Technical Support Nathan Jansen 

        Tom Richmond 

        Dan LaPorte 
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Second Sunday of Easter 
April 11, 2021   
 

ELW denotes the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal 

P-Pastor     R-Reader     C-Congregation 
 

 

 

 

PRELUDE Low in the Grave He Lay Lowry/Perrine 

 

 

WELCOME 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM          

 P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

 C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 P Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

   Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

 P We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, 

from tears to joy. 

 C We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of 

rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of 

cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in 

fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as 

we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To 

you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen 

 

 

GATHERING SONG Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing  ELW 389   

     Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  

     The cross stands empty to the sky. 

     Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

     Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

 

     Christ is alive! No longer bound 

     to distant years in Palestine, 

     but saving, healing, here and now, 

     and touching ev’ry place and time. 

 

     In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, 

     where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 

     Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 

     and lives, where even hope has died. 

 

     Women and men, in age and youth, 

     can feel the Spirit, hear the call,  

     and find the way, the life, the truth, 

     revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 
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     Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

     good news to this and every age, 

     till earth and sky and ocean ring 

     with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 

Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE  #A-703841.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY          

 P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

 C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

 C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

C Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of 

Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and 

do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

 

FIRST READING                       Acts 4:32-35    

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community shared 

what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need. 

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of 

one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 

ownership of any possessions, but everything they 

owned was held in common. 33With great power the 

apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of 

the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 

34There was not a needy person among them, for as 

many as owned lands or houses sold them and 

brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it 

at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as 

any had need. 

 R Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND READING 1 John 1:12:2 

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality has 

been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with 

Christ and walk in God’s light. 

1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what 

we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what 

we have looked at and touched with our hands, 

concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, 

and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you 

the eternal life that was with the Father and was 

revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen 

and heard so that you also may have fellowship with 

us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and 

with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these 

things so that our joy may be complete. 5This is the 

message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 

that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 
6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we 

are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is 

true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we 

say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is 
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faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not 

sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so 

that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have 

an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 

and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 

world. 
 

 R Word of God, word of life.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                         Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE  #A-703841.  All rights reserved. 
  

 

GOSPEL READING John 20:19-31 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of 

the week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
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disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus 

said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 

Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had 

said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of 

any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 

of any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was 

called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples 

told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 

hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 

and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 26A 

week later his disciples were again in the house, 

and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 

were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. 

Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 

doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My 

Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have come to 

believe.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not written in 

this book. 31But these are written so that you may 

come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 

of God, and that through believing you may have 

life in his name. 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

CHILDRENS’ MESSAGE & SONG      Brigetta Wingender & Musicians 

 I Believe, I Do Believe John Ylvisaker 

 

 

SERMON                                                         Pastor Jennifer DeNetz 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY We Walk by Faith  
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NICENE CREED  

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

C We believe in one God, 

  the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth,  

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

  the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, 

  true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, 

  of one Being with the Father;  

  through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

 

OFFERING  

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER       

 P  Let us pray. 

 C Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 

blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 

ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen 

 

 

PRAYERS 

 Petitions end: Hear us, O God. 

 Response:       Your mercy is great. 
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 P In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness 

and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 P Let us pray together the prayer our Lord Jesus, the Christ, taught us to pray. 

 C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

   your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

   now and forever.  Amen 

 

 

SENDNG 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 

FINAL BLESSING 

 P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The 

God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

 C Amen 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! ELW 385  

    Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! 

    Now is the triumph of our king! 

    To all the world glad news we bring: 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

    The Lord of life is ris'n this day; 

    death's mighty stone is rolled away; 

    let all the world rejoice and say: 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

    Praise we in songs of victory 

    that love, that life, which cannot die, 

    and sing with hearts uplifted high: 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

    Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 

    and sing today with one accord, 

    the life laid down, the life restored: 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt. 

Text © 1952, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient & Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE  #A-703841.  All rights reserved. 
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DISMISSAL   

 P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

 C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 P Be at peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

 C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

✞   ✞   ✞ 

 
 

 

Bread for the World Offering of Letters 

Advocacy Team is hosting the 2021 Bread for the World Offering of Letters TODAY with a forum at 

11:00. Here is the link for today’s meeting.  

  

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83328053294 

One tap mobile: +13126266799,,83328053294# US (Chicago) 

Dial by your location:  +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) Meeting ID: 833 2805 3294 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture & worship texts are from SundaysandSeasons.com copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress and are reprinted/podcast and/or streamed by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS000711. Permission to podcast/stream Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing, Halle, 

Halle, Hallelujah (Gospel Acclamation), I Believe, I Do Believe and Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! obtained under OneLicense, License 

#A-703841. All rights reserved. 
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