
Raymond Charles DuVarney, Jr., age 79, of Lilburn, Georgia, passed away Wednesday, 
November 6, 2019. His son, Michael, preceded him in death in 1992. His wife, Mary Ellen and 
his children, Daniel, Brian and Kathryn, as well as his grandchildren Noah, Hudson, Mary 
Kathryn and Caroline survive him. He is also survived by many cousins, who are living in 
Massachusetts.  
 
Raymond was a long-term resident of Atlanta, Georgia. He was born in Clinton, Massachusetts, 
and attended college at Clark University in Worcester, after which he received a Master’s 
degree at the University of New Hampshire, and then returned to Clark for a PhD in Physics in 
1968. He was employed by Emory University as a professor of Physics and retired in 2008. He 
was Chairman of the Physics Department for many years and oversaw the beginning of the 
astronomy program with an observatory and a planetarium. Astronomy brought more students 
and lay people to participate with enthusiasm in the physics department.  
 
For years Raymond was the Grand Marshall of Emory commencement and Marshall of Emory 
College of Arts and Sciences. Raymond and Charlie Bleau are founders and partners of 
SciMeasure Analytical Systems, Inc. They make cameras for astronomers and pursue other 
scientific endeavors. Raymond thought of Charlie as a fourth son. Raymond belonged to a train 
club that brought many hours of friendship and creativity, designing a quaint southern town with 
all its trains and architecture.  
 
He served as President of the Friends of Music at Emory for a time and served on their board. 
Music education at the university was one of his main interests. Raymond played keyboard at 
the 8:30 am Mass for St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church for over fifteen years. All who 
knew and loved him will miss Raymond dearly.  
 
The Funeral Mass to Honor and Celebrate the life of Raymond Charles DuVarney, Jr will be 
held on Saturday, November 9, 2019 at 11:15 AM at St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church, 
5373 Wydella Road, SW, Lilburn, GA 300478. The family will receive friends at the church prior 
to the Mass from 10:15 AM until 11:15 AM. In lieu of flowers memorial donations may be made 
in memory of Raymond Charles DuVarney, Jr to Friends of Music at Emory, 
www.music.emory.edu or Emory Friends of Music, Schwartz Center for the Performing Arts, 
1700 N. Decatur Rd., Suite 210, Atlanta, GA 30322.  
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