Planning current as of 6.29.20
Information will be updated as necessary

MASKING
After careful review of information published by the Maryland Department of Health
(MDH) and the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE), the following guidance
has been recommended by the Mallard Strong Task Force and adopted by Worcester
Preparatory School.
MDH and MSDE, in alignment with CDC guidance, strongly recommend the following:
indoor masking for all individuals age 2 years and older, including students/children,
teachers, staff, and visitors, regardless of vaccination status.
Also required by federal order, all students, faculty, and staff riding on buses or other
school transportation must wear masks while riding.
All students, faculty, and staff in the Lower School must wear masks when entering and
exiting buildings and while in hallways, common areas and restrooms. Masks may be
removed when seated in classrooms, during lunch, when outdoors and during physical
activity.
The situation with COVID is a fluid one, with reporting and public health information
updating regularly. Our guidance is in effect to safely open our school for the 2021-2022
school year and will be reviewed and evaluated often with the safety of our entire school
community in mind. Masking is an important issue, and we understand that it can also be a
polarizing topic. We will continue to monitor local metrics, guidance from state and federal
health agencies and information from MDH and MSDE.

UNDERSTANDING CLOSE CONTACTS
The close contact definition remains:
an individual who was within 6 feet of an infected
person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over
a 24-hour period with or without a mask.
The following exception has been published by the CDC:
in the K–12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact
definition excludes students who were within 3 to 6 feet
of an infected student if both the infected student and
the exposed student(s) correctly and consistently wore
well-fitting masks the entire time. This exception does not
apply to teachers, staff, or other adults in the indoor
classroom setting.
For detailed information regarding close contacts,
quarantining, isolating and how these topics are
influenced by vaccination status, please review this
DECISION AID published by MDH and MSDE.

LAYERS OF PROTECTION
According to the guidance provided by MDH and MSDE, there is no single strategy that, implemented alone, will create a safer
school and childcare environment. Instead, MDH and MSDE, in alignment with the CDC, recommend that schools and childcare
programs consider implementation of the following layered prevention strategies:
Promoting vaccination
among teachers, staff, and
students
Worcester Prep strongly
encourages all eligible members
of the school community to
receive the COVID vaccine.

Physical distancing
According to CDC guidance, schools
are recommended to maintain at
least 3 feet of physical distance
between desks. Worcester Prep will
maintain 4’ of physical distance
between desks.

Mask use

Handwashing and
respiratory etiquette

Staying home when sick
and getting tested

In alignment with MDH and MSDE
we strongly recommend indoor
masking for all individuals age 2
years and older, including
students/children, teachers, staff,
and visitors, regardless of
vaccination status.

All students, faculty and staff are
encouraged to wash hands often
with soap for at least 20 seconds
and hand sanitize when hand
washing is unavailable.

All students, faculty and staff
should continue selfmonitoring for COVID-like
symptoms and stay home if
presenting any symptoms. If
any individual feels ill or has
symptoms they should
consult a medical
professional.

Ventilation
We will continue use of medicalgrade HEPA air filtration systems
throughout all classrooms and
common areas. However, we will
discontinue the use of individual
desk shields due to recent
guidance from MHD and MSDE
which strongly recommends
avoiding the use of temporary
barriers, particularly desk
partitions, because they reduce
ventilation and have not been
shown to protect the users from
COVID infection.

Contact tracing, in combination
with isolation and quarantine
School Nurse, Anne Regan, will
continue to work closely with
local health departments and
governing agencies in order to
properly contact trace and make
informed decisions regarding
isolation and quarantine.

Cleaning and disinfection
All additional cleaning and
disinfecting protocols
implemented during the
previous school year will
remain in place throughout
the 21-22 year.

Important All-School Updates
•

Temperatures will no longer be taken as students arrive and enter buildings. Please
remember to self-screen each day prior to coming to school. The self-screen tool is
available on the MySchoolApp resource page.

•

This year we will only offer virtual instruction for students quarantining or isolating
due to COVID exposure or diagnosis.

•

Teachers may continue to use the large, clear barriers during instruction across all
divisions.

•

Our policy of no visitors during the school day will remain in place, however we will
revisit this policy as we move through Term I. This excludes scheduled parent
meetings and school-organized events. For these exceptions, the school will
communicate specific protocol in advance.

•

All divisions will work to incorporate assemblies, events, and field trips. As we plan and
make informed decisions about how to incorporate these events safely, we will
release additional guidance and details to the school community.

Important Updates for Lower School
•

All students will follow a 7-day, academic schedule with A-G days in a cycle. This will
allow for additional time in each of the Specials subjects while preserving academic
instruction time.

•

Students will be traveling to Specials throughout each cycle.

•

The Lower School will return to eating lunch in the Dining Hall over two lunch periods.
• Grades 1-4: lunch 10:45-11:15 a.m. with recess 11:15-11:45 a.m.
• Grades PK, K and 5: lunch 11:15-11:45 a.m. with recess 10:45-11:15 a.m.

•

Students will return to using coatrooms for personal items.

•

Grades 4 and 5 will once again change into PE uniforms for PE class.

•

The library and Lower & Middle School STEM Center will be
open for use.

•

Each day after school the Lower School playground will be open
for use by Worcester Prep families until 3:30 p.m.

Important Updates for Middle and Upper School
•

All students will follow a 7-day, rotating schedule with 6 periods per day. Each day
includes a morning break and Common Work Period (CWP).

•

Students will return to using lockers for personal items.

•

The Middle and Upper Schools will eat lunch in the Dining Hall
with use of the vending machines and microwaves.

•

This year, due to the return to our 7-day schedule, students will be
offered a larger selection of electives and the senior lounge, The Nest,
will be open for use.

•

Information regarding Athletics will be sent in a separate communication in the
coming days.

