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Joyfully worshiping Jesus Christ  Serving in the power of the Spirit

Musician Recruiting
A wide search has been underway since this Summer and
we are doing interviews. A team of 5 parish singers and
musicians have been listening to the finalists and will
make a recommendation to me soon. We can never
replace Paul unless he is willing to undergo cloning. We
trust God is leading us deeper into the beauty and
mystery of worship.

From our Rector
ADVENT: He is coming!
“So, fee-fi-fo-fum… Look out baby, 'cause here I come.
Get ready, 'cause here I come.” That’s not Jesus in the
Gospels, but rather the Temptations in 1966. But it is also
the theme for the season of Advent. An early creedal
statement was Christ has come. Christ is always coming.
Christ will come again.

Nativity Sets? Share your beauty?
We hope some of you will help us beautify the Great Hall
for Advent and Christmas with your Nativity Sets. A
number of years ago many of you brought sets in for a
Sunday class. We thought we could put them on tables
around the Hall. We can lock up the Great Hall for
security. Bring them in Dec 5 and 12. (We will need all
the space for Dec 19 and Christmas Eve.)

Advent is so much more than remembering the history of
Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem. Three of the four Sundays our
readings focus on the ongoing presence of Christ and
how we can respond to God’s call on our lives, and the
Christ who is to come when Heaven comes down to
earth for the consummation and fulfillment of history.
We wait… but it is active waiting… the kind when you are
waiting for a guest or a baby to arrive. Putting the house
in order, preparing to be a hospitable host, so the guest
might feel your love.

Stewardship: 2022 pledges and budget
THANK YOU, THANK YOU! We are GRATEFUL for
your FAITHFUL responses… Our theology of giving is
that everyone can give something. Together, the gifts of
gratitude add up to so much more than anyone can
imagine. And, giving produces internally a spiritual
health that in itself is valuable.

Anticipation has its own reward. We begin to imagine
the joy of the visit. It is as we say in our liturgy, “a
foretaste of the Heavenly banquet” when we look ahead
in Advent. We begin to align our lives as our hearts are
fixed upon what is to come. We have many opportunities
for you in worship, service, study, and meditation this
season that are designed to help you invite Christ to
come live in you, that you might live in Christ. Join in.

All of you who have submitted a financial pledge are
helping us project revenues for 2022 and therefore plan
for mission and ministry. There are so many positive
things happening at ODEC. Now is the time to add to
them and that requires the faithful stewardship of all of
us. We have received 135 pledges for $424K thus far,
putting us slightly ahead of the past couple years. If you
have not yet sent in a pledge (or entered it online) please
do so soon. Early in December we try to remind those
who’ve not responded. Please save us all time by making
a pledge or responding to let us know that you cannot do
so at this time.

Paul Hudgins: He is going!
Paul Hudgins has been our organist and choirmaster for
23 years. We have been extraordinarily blessed. He has
gifts for playing our organ and leading our musical
program that go far beyond what is typically found in our
size parish. After decades of working as a manager with
Sentara administration as well as being our choirmaster,
Paul is retiring and moving to Miami. He is not merely
our musician. He is our friend, whom we have come to
love and cherish, and we will miss him sorely.
To honor his ministry among us, we will have a parish
reception in Tucker Hall following the 10:00 worship on
December 12. Paul has a special love for “high Church smells and bells” liturgy so for his last service with us, on
Sunday, Dec 26, our 10:00am Eucharist will be “High
Mass” in the Anglo-Catholic tradition with chant,
incense and sanctus bells ringing, held in the Church.
Plus, my choir spies tell me he has some of his finest
music planned for services all through Advent. Don’t
miss these great opportunities to say THANK YOU and
appreciate a taste of Paul’s best.

Youth@ODEC
We’ve been having a good time in Youth with roughly 20
-25 youth from Middle and High School showing up each
Sunday night. We will not meet Thanksgiving weekend
(Nov 28). We will meet for youth on Dec 5 and 12.
On December 12 we are asking all youth (regardless of
whether you are showing up for the night programs) to
also be with us in the morning for the 10:00AM service
and help make posters for St. Mary’s Home for Disabled
Children. This outreach effort to spread some love will
be a fun event after worship.
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We are forming a new commission
tentatively called:
Becoming Beloved Community Commission

From our Associate Rector
It’s hard to believe that Advent is here, and Christmas is
fast approaching. The year has, once more, flown right
by and landed us back at the beginning: anticipating the
coming of Christ.

The Episcopal Church’s 78th General Convention
proclaimed that after passing 30 resolutions over a period
of 60-plus years the “abomination and sin of racism
continue to plague our society and our Church at great
cost of human life and human dignity. It formally
acknowledged our
historic and
contemporary
participation in this
evil. The
convention
affirmed “as a top
priority of the
Episcopal Church…
the challenging and
difficult work of
racial reconciliation
through prayer,
teaching,
engagement, and
ACTION”.

We’re also anticipating, and already experiencing, more
and more activity around Old Donation. As we prepare
to welcome the infant Christ, are also welcoming the
resumption of a more robust, albeit new and
reimagined, form of Children’s Formation. And it’s this
that I’d like to spend a moment talking with you about.
A very appropriate way to embrace God in infancy is to
embrace the light of God that dwells within the children
right before us.
Through the pandemic, we have at times struggled to
safely and effectively minister to our young ones. Zoom
is not always a conducive medium, and gathering in
person has often been unsafe. However, we have
continuously done what we can, and each of our efforts
have been fruitful. Now, we are finally ready to put a
regular Sunday program in place… and our kids need
your help.

In response to this call to action, the Episcopal Church
established the vision of Becoming Beloved Community.
The Beloved Community is the body within which all
people can grow to love God and love the image of God
that we find in our neighbors, in ourselves, and in
creation. It is the biblically based ideal that orients the
work of racial healing, reconciliation and justice. It is an
ideal where each person is committed to the other’s
flourishing and to the flourishing of the whole.

On Sunday Nov. 28 (First Sunday of Advent) we move
to our new worship schedule: 8:00am, 10:00am in
BOTH the Historic Church and Great Hall, and
5:00pm. At the 10am services during the Song of Praise
(before the readings), acolytes will lead children PreK-5th
grade out for Children’s Chapel. They’ll all hear the
scripture or story for the day together, then will break
into two groups (1-5th Grade; Toddlers-Kindergarten) for
the lesson. Afterwards, acolytes will lead the children
back to the services around Announcement time.
What we need:
• Acolytes! Pre-pandemic, we had a good group. It’s
time to get that group back together, and add to it! We
have had kids as young as 6, all through high school.
Adults! Children’s Chapel only works if we have adult
support. The more volunteers we have, the less each
person will be scheduled. This system requires one
Leader and one Assistant for each group, and lessons
will be given in advance. Even simply being an adult
body in the room is helpful, to meet SafeChurch
requirements.
If you or your children are interested in serving in any
of these roles, or have more questions, please contact
me. Let’s meet the Infant Christ in all of us!

In support of our National Church’s call to action our
vestry has directed the formation of a commission
dedicated to help guide us through the long, difficult,
and challenging journey of participation in Becoming
Beloved Community.

Look for additional information on the mission and
goals of the new commission in future Bell Ringers. For
those who would like to know more about the Episcopal
Church’s Becoming Beloved Community visit the
Episcopal Church website. Once there, you will see that
there is already much good work underway. We will join
the journey in actively supporting Becoming Beloved
Community. If you would like to become involved in the
work of this commission contact Jim Pernini.
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Vestry

Worship

Interested in Serving on Vestry?

Christmas Season: 12 days of celebration
Many of our day don’t realize that the 12 days of Christmas begin on December 25 and end with January 5. Every one of the 12 days is meant for celebration, so our worship on the Sundays in between are full of the best
Christmas carols and hymns. There are a few of the traditional carols that fit Advent themes and you will hear earlier. But the anticipation of singing with full gusto on
Christmas Eve and morning is part of what makes our
way of holding off so special. Following are short descriptions of our Christmas lineup.

Nominations for Vestry are due in December. Potential
vestry members are:
• “members in good standing” which means active
communicants, confirmed or received.
• members of the Congregation who are faithful in
worship, prayer and stewardship of their gifts and financial resources and involved in the life of the parish by attending parish events.
• willing to provide their God-given leadership abilities
to the parish as liaisons to a Commission of the Vestry. Having experience serving on a commission is
helpful.
• willing to make a three year commitment to be available for monthly Vestry meetings, usually the 3rd Tuesday evening of the month, and for Vestry Commission meetings, usually the first Wednesday evening of
the month.
• able to communicate daily via email and conduct
business using electronic attachments.
• willing to be the “eyes and ears” of the Parish and
represent its needs and concerns.
For more information, or to express interest contact Vestry members: Paige Martin, Chaille Linda, Tony Putzig,
Joe Tucker, or the Clergy.

Longest Night - Blue Christmas Tuesday, 21 December
at 7:00pm. A service for those who don’t feel particularly
“merry” this season.
Christmas Eve Pageant and Eucharist on December
24th at 5:00pm has a cast of our children and youth for a
traditional Christmas pageant and carols, true to the
Scriptural accounts, followed by Holy Eucharist. The service typically lasts less than one hour, no sermon.
Christmas Eve Festival Eucharist on December 24 at
8:00pm and 11:00pm. The full choir sings at both services, so everyone may participate in the best offering of
thanksgiving to God. The 11:00pm service is preceded by
30 minutes of Christmas Lessons & Carols, starting at
10:30pm.

2021 Vestry

Christmas Morning Holy Eucharist at 10:00am. This
service is a quiet, reflective service including carols and
communion. It is often the perfect ending to a morning
that might have started early with gift opening as we give
thanks for the greatest gift of all.

Paige Martin, Senior Warden
Chaille Lindo, Parish Life
Tony Putzig, Historic Traditions & People’s Warden
Joe Tucker, Day School
David Beach, Building Planning
Sonni Matthews, Good News
Holly Waide, Outreach
Will Walker, Finance
Jonathan Halvorson, Children/Family Formation
Arun Iyer, Stewardship
Marti Jones, Congregational Care
Lisa Teeling, Buildings & Grounds
Brenna Pope, Youth Representative

New Year’s Eve: a very popular Christmas season worship offering for ODEC. At 7:00pm we join for Eucharist
which is dedicated to giving thanks to God for the year
past, and praying for a new year full of God’s blessings.
Our foci are thanksgiving and praying for wisdom and
other spiritual gifts which will make us more faithful servants of God in the year to come.
Visit of the Wise Men: January 2 is the Second Sunday
of Christmas. The appointed gospel lesson we will use is
Matthew’s account of the visit of the Magi. It is associated
traditionally with January 6 - the Feast of the Epiphany.
Sunday at the 10:00 services we will close out our Christmas carols and “We Three Kings” will carry us into the
season of Light, Epiphany.

Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Meeting of
Old Donation Episcopal Church
Sunday, January 30th in the Great Hall.
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Historic Traditions
Saturday, November 6, we had a great meeting with five
new members joining us. Our historian, Bob Perrine, presented the history of a famous 18th Century Lynnhaven
Parish member and his distant cousin, the Walkes.
An Adventure for History Lovers, Young Historians and
ODEC Parish Members:
A special event is planned for the afternoon of December
4th. We have reserved the OLDDO bus to take us to the
Great Bridge Battle Re-enactment. The Great Bridge Battlefield & Waterways Museum will also be an option to
tour the same afternoon. For those who like dressing in
Colonial attire the afternoon at Great Bridge is an opportune time. As always Colonial attire is optional. Please let
Jackie Murray know if you might want to go on this Dec.
4 adventure so I can reserve your seat on our bus. Bus
reservations due by November 23, please. Carpooling is
another option (please let us know if you are carpooling).
The bus will leave ODEC at 12:00 noon.
jacqmur@gmail.com phone/text 757 377-2299

Drummer Needed!

Are you a drummer at home on
both kit and congas? The Gathering
Band needs your talents for Sunday
worship! We rehearse Tuesday from
6:30pm-7:30pm. Contact Leslie
Fenter, or just come to a rehearsal
to meet the band!

Poinsettias for the Church
If you would like to donate poinsettias for
the Christmas services, they are $12 each
and you can order online.

Our Historic Traditions group and the Young Historians will wear our 18th Century attire and welcome
Christmas Eve attendees at ODEC. May your Christmas
be spiritually fulfilling as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.

Old Donation Day School
Stop-n-Shop
Do you like Handmade Items or products from Pampered Chef, Young Living, Tupperware, and more? We
have ONE DAY where lots of vendors fill Tucker Hall
and orders will be ready for Christmas gift giving. Stop by
and browse Tuesday, 7 December 8:30am – 1:30pm.

REGISTRATION FOR 2022-2023
Registration for Previous Families and Parishioners.
First come/first served basis.
Wednesday, 19 January promptly at 10:30am
Please e-mail Tricia or Jody for the registration form,
or download it from the Day School website.
PARISHIONER DATE:

Please visit thee Little Free Library
located across from the Historic church.
Take a book and return it or another one
of your choice. Fiction, nonfiction, as well
as children’s books are available. For now
while COVID restrictions apply, the Little Free Pantry is on hiatus.

Wednesday, January 19, 2022

10:30am, Day School Office
Classes for Ages 2 – Kindergarten
Early Drop and Extended Day Available
odeds@olddonation.org
Call anytime for a tour! 757-499-2283

www.olddonation.org
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2021 Christmas Pageant

Baptism Anyone?
Old Donation is blessed with the gift of
abundance, including new babies, children,
and members who are new to their faith
and have not yet been baptized. While we
love doing a baptism any Sunday, there are
some that are “better” than others, and one of those is
coming up! Sunday, 9 January is the celebration of the
Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and an excellent
day to baptize some of our own. If you’ve been considering baptism for your children or yourself but didn’t
know when or how to bring it up, now is your chance!
Contact Mother Ashley or Father Bob to talk.

Prep Starts NOW!- Click HERE to sign up, or see
Mother Ashley! ALL AGES are welcome (yes, this
includes teens!) Our new script has many speaking
parts, some of which work better for older youth.
Wednesday, Dec 8- Speaking Roles Assigned &
Scripts Emailed.
Sunday, Dec 12– Pageant Speakers Dress Rehearsal
11:30am in the Great Hall. For speaking parts only!
Sunday, Dec 19- Pageant Dress Rehearsal
11:30am in the Great Hall. This is for all roles.
Tuesday, Dec 24 - Christmas Pageant
Program starts at 5pm in the Great Hall. Please report
to Tucker Hall by 4:00pm.

The New Sunday School:
Children’s Chapel!
Instead of a separate formation hour, we will
have “Sunday School” for our children during
the combined 10:00am services. See Mother
Ashley’s article for details!

Daughters of the King in Action!
Most of us were already quite
active in service at Old Donation when we were admitted to
the Sisters of Saint Brigid of
Kildare Chapter of the Daughters of the King (DOK). We
were attracted to Daughters of the King because it is a
prayer Order. Each day we pray for Old Donation
Church, our clergy and congregation, and the spread of
Christ’s love in our world.

We would like to begin a prayer box ministry at Old
Donation. Next time you are in church you will see a
small locked wooden box that says, “DOK Prays for
You for His Sake.” It is waiting for you beginning Sunday, 5 December 2021.

Next to the box are prayer request forms and a pen.
We will check the box after Thursday and Sunday services. Your prayer requests may be signed or left anonymous and will be kept completely confidential. Old Donation clergy and staff are not involved, and will not
We’ve been having a good time in Youth with rough- know anything of these prayer requests. Sisters of the
ly 20-25 youth from Middle and High School showOrder promise to faithfully lift your concerns to God
ing up each Sunday night. We will not meet Thanks- each day. It is our honor and privilege to pray for you.
giving weekend (Nov 28). We will meet for youth on
Sincerely,
Dec 5 and 12.
Janet Amiott, Ann Butler, Deniece Cheri, Patricia Cheshire,
On December 12 we are asking all youth (regardless
Pat Davis, Carol Gurioli, Kathleen Heck, Nancy Koch,
of whether you are showing up for the night proVicky Koch, Becky Suchy, Maureen Loflin, Sonni Matthews,
grams) to also be with us in the morning for the
Leslie Miller, Frankie Ring, Kelly Routh, Sue Stephenson,
10:00am service and help make posters for St. Mary’s Marcia Torres, and Carolyn Weems.
Home for Disabled Children. This outreach effort to
Sisters in Training: Jo-Ann Bach, Diane Lee Lawson,
spread some love will be a fun event after worship.
Nancy Long, Maria Swift, Ellen Walters, Beth Weeks,
Megan Wilson, and Sue Wilson
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Outreach
Holiday Charity Shopping Day
Sunday, 12 December 8am - 1pm Tucker Hall
HANDBAGS • JEWELRY • PURSES •
SCARVES • HATS HOLIDAY LENOX • COLLECTIBLE SNOWBABIES • MORE!

All proceeds benefit
Angel Tree 2021
It’s that time of year again: time to work on our Angel
Tree for this Christmas! Angel Tree is an annual holiday
ministry hosted by our faithful Outreach commission where we sponsor
gifts for children in Hampton Roads
who currently have an incarcerated parent. Angel Tree is a joyful ministries
that welcomes the excitement of
Christmas gift giving and the opportunity to reach out
and positively impact the lives of children and families in
our community missing their loved ones. We will need a
host of volunteers (angels!) in various roles to make this
year our most successful Angel Tree yet! We need people
to assist calling families to set up wish lists, present buyers, and delivery drivers. This year we will also have a Jolly Jamboree to prepare the presents for delivery! Ready to
volunteer? Please contact Holly Waide at 757-362-6109.
If you would like to sponsor a child and purchase presents, keep an eye out for our Virtual Angel Tree that will
be sent out later this month, spots are sure to fill up fast!

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMAITON

Delores Kelly Painting Project
‘You shall love your neighbor ….’ ~Matthew 22:38
Seven Old Donation youth joined by Megan Dern,
Diocese of Southern Virginia Youth Missioner, and
8 of her Youth Committee teamed together in love
to serve a neighbor in need two Saturdays in October. Our neighbor, not a
member of the Old Donation community, is an 87-year-old woman living on
a fixed income without the means to address a requirement by her community association to refresh
the paint on her townhouse. Our youth teamed
with Faith Works Coalition project leaders to complete this job. Our neighbor was extremely grateful
and encouraged our youth to continue to practice
love and kindness to others.
Watch for more info: there will be more opportunities for youth participation to serve Faith Works
Coalition clients. ~Dan Ries

coming soon...
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2021 Charitable Deductions
For those who generously support Old Donation with
monetary contributions, please be aware that donors
must deliver checks on or before Friday, 31 December,
2021 in order to claim a charitable deduction for 2021.
Checks that are placed in the church offering during the
first worship service in 2022 will not qualify for a
deduction in 2021, even if the check is post-dated to
2021 or was actually written in 2021. However, under the
“mailbox exception,” checks that are written, mailed and
postmarked in 2021 will be deductible in 2021 even if
the church does not receive them until 2022.

We continue to be grateful for your faithful support in
our Annual Campaign. Thank you to all who have made
a pledge or estimate of giving, electronically, in person, or
by mail! We are humbled by the turnout at our Kick-Off
event on Old Donation Feast Day and at In-Gathering on
All Saints’ Sunday. If you have not yet made a pledge for
next year, there is still time, and doing so early allows
your pledge to be factored into ODEC's planning and
budget process currently underway.

To ensure you receive the proper credit for a
2021 contribution on your end-of-year
statement, please ensure checks are placed in the
Sunday, 26 December 2021 offering, or mailed and
postmarked by 31 December 2021. Your help in this
matter will be appreciated. ~Ned Kuhns, Treasurer

Once the Pledge, Planning, and Budgeting process is
complete, your Stewardship commission will transition to
the considerable task of Year-Round Stewardship, providing Education, Inspiration, and Energy to the use of
Time and Talent to make a difference in furthering God's
plan for us and the world, while removing the barriers
that keep us from doing so.

Valuing our Blessings
Total Pledge and Plate Received
Total Pledge and Plate Budget (YTD)
Budget Received Difference
Number of Pledges to General Fund 2020
Building Fund
Clergy Discretionary Fund
Worship
Outreach
Julia Tucker Scholarship (Day School)

As always, if you have any questions, please reach out to
your Stewardship Commission, and we will do our best
to get you the answer. Better yet, if you are interested in
jumping into the fold, please let us know. We can always
make good use of the considerable talent and time of our
parishioners.
~Your Stewardship Commission Click here to pledge online

$521,523
$467,750
$ 53,773
135
$336,861
$ 10,896
$ 10,616
$ 25,583
$ 1,316

A Grateful & Faithful Giving Opportunity for Stewardship by Mal Higgins
How might you fulfill your response to Old Donation’s 2021 stewardship campaign? By now you’ve received your red
envelope in the mail containing the stewardship letter from clergy and the stewardship commission. Many parishioners
respond with a decision to give money weekly, quarterly or even annually. Another to consider, often overlooked, is to
use your Individual Retirement Account to fund a pledge. Bonus: it doesn’t cost you any income taxes!
For some parishioners, a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) may provide a way to dedicate money that they may
not really need, perhaps even as part of a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), to support Old Donation.
How does it work?
• You are eligible to make a QCD at age 70½. No need to wait until age 72 when a RMD kicks in.
• The amount you transfer directly to Old Donation is tax free. It will also count toward your annual RMD if age 72.
• Contact your IRA custodian or company administering your IRA and request their form to authorize a charitable
distribution from your IRA directly to Old Donation.
• You can obtain Old Donation’s EIN from Old Donation’s accountant, Diane Miller.
• The IRA custodian/administrator will mail a check payable to Old Donation Episcopal Church PO Box 68067,
Virginia Beach, VA 23471
• Pay attention to ordering rules if your goal is to donate only your RMD to charity. Since the IRS will first satisfy the
RMD with any withdrawals throughout the year, you must plan ahead, especially if taking monthly distributions.
• Please advise Old Donation’s treasurer, Ned Kuhns, or assistant treasurer, Jean Hudson or accountant, Diane Miller,
when you authorize a direct gift sent to Old Donation to assure Old Donation properly accounts for your support as
your pledge for the upcoming year 2022.
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Troubling History of Slavery and Racism at Lynnhaven Parish

By Mal Higgins and Bob Perrine
We are writing this to remind ourselves at Old Donation that we are the spiritual descendants of parishioners who
thought very differently than we do about issues of race. As participants with many other Old Donation parishioners
who have completed, or are currently in the course of study known as Sacred Ground, we know that our grounds at
Old Donation have not always been so sacred.
This article is the first of several articles and initiatives which will follow to educate and inform our congregation. This
note adds to the revelations about our parish history with slave-holding in Fr. Bob’s note to the parish that was published in the Virginian-Pilot, summer 2020. We are asking ourselves how did the members of Old Donation, formerly
called Lynnhaven Parish, past and present, deal with issues of slavery and racism? We are looking at our history, both
before and during the Civil War. We also are looking at what we can learn about Old Donation in the times of Reconstruction, Jim Crow laws, and the civil rights era of the mid-twentieth century, including the modern era after our current church building was restored in 1916.
Old Donation Episcopal Church was formed in 1637, and two years later the first church was built, called Lynnhaven
Parish. As tides from the Lynnhaven River began swamping the church, it was relocated three miles farther up the river, and from 1692 to 1733 the little “Brick Church” served the needs of its parishioners. As their wealth grew, the vestry approved construction of a third church. It was completed in 1736, double in size, built next to the Brick Church,
which became a public school for orphan white boys. Membership declined, and the third church lost all of its parishioners, who began attending Emmanuel Episcopal Church. After being abandoned for more than 60 years, in 1916 the
church was restored with a new name, Old Donation. The Reverend Richard Alfriend led a small congregation which
became today’s vibrant church. Reference is made to Robert Perrine’s book “Our Rich History” found HERE.
If Lynnhaven Parish’s story was only one of building churches and steady, faithful adherence to the Gospel and teachings of Jesus, the story would only be an account of Englishmen and, later, Americans going about their rural lives.
Raising tobacco and other crops was the economy of the times in the 1600s. But a darker side of Lynnhaven Parish has
been known for many centuries and is part of the history of Old Donation.
Thanks to Thurmer Hoggard IV and Judge Benjamin Dey White at the end of the 19th century, the colonial vestry
book covering the time frame 1723-1786 was preserved. In that record, transcribed and edited by George Carrington
Mason, the diocesan historiographer in 1949, we learn the troubling fact that both parishioners and priests of
Lynnhaven Parish owned African American slaves.
At a vestry meeting held October 14, 1767, the vestry recorded: “. . .Agreed & Resolved by this vestry that the Church
wardens sell the Negro wench Rachal belonging to the Parish & that the Money Arising thereby be applied towards
buying another Negro.”
At a vestry meeting held February 23, 1779, the vestry records: . . .“Resolved that it is the opinion of this vestry that
the Slaves, named Harry, Lewis, Gefford, and Lydia, that were set apart for the said Robert Dickson’s Widow’s Dower,
and after the expiration of which, as happening at her death, were Devised to be sold, be Purchas’d for the Use and
purpose aforesaid, the Vestry conceiving that their Labour and service at this Time, will be more Advantadious (sic)
than the interest of the Money ariseing from the Sale thereof, and better promote the good Intention of the Testator,
and that Mr. Anthony Walke Jr. is appointed to Purchase the said slaves; . . .”
Later, at a vestry meeting held November 22, 1779, “Mr. Anthony Walke Inform'd the Vestry that he had not comply'
d with their Order In Purchasing the Slaves belonging to the Estate of the Reverend Robert Dickson, deceased, because, he found on peruseing the Will that the Vestry was not impowered to make such an Order; Resolv'd that the
Vestry approves of the same.”
Other prominent parishioners of Lynnhaven Parish who are identified in other records of the time as slave owners include Francis Land II (1604-1657); Thomas Walke I (1642-1694); Thomas Walke III (1720-1761); and The Reverend
Anthony Walke (1755-1814). The Reverend Walke was the largest slaveholding minister in Tidewater, Virginia. When
he died he had over 65 slaves without a mention of their freedom in his will.
Lynnhaven Parish wasn’t the only colonial church that had slaves (Nelson, John K., “A Blessed Company Parishes / Parsons in Anglican VA, 1690 –1776,” 2001, page 188 and pages 81-83.
It is established fact that Black Americans were not permitted to be buried in Old Donation’s graveyard until sometime
in the mid-1900s. Graves of Black Americans associated with Old Donation, but whose names are unknown, were tolerated in random locations that today are in the general vicinity of Witchduck Road. Those graves are lost to time.
Old maps depict “crosses” on the edge of Witchduck Road. The Reverend Beverley Tucker, Jr. stated that they were
graves of blacks buried before his time.
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We welcome
our new members:

What’s Going On

Mel Phillips & Beth Steinbruck-Phillips
Jim & Ivy Kilby
Jenn, Will, Joseph & Bryn Oakley
Dani, Ryan, Jake & Tommy Culpepper
Janet & Jim Blohm
Mary Anne & Mark Strickland
Haley & Spencer Wilson

Paws, Prayers & Praise
Holy Eucharist is December 12th at 5:00pm in
the church. This is a great opportunity to
bring a guest, furry or otherwise, who might
not attend a regular Sunday service!

Family Movie Night
Pizza, Movie & Cookies!
Friday, 10 December
5:30pm
RSVP by December 8th!

JOY Dinner Group
Wednesday, 29 December, 5:30pm
Bonefish Grill
Click to RSVP George Londeree

A big thank you to everyone for their lovely birthday cards and good wishes to our dad, Earl Morris, on
his recent 96th birthday. Continued deep appreciation
to all of you for being his family when we are so far
away. Without the members of ODEC, this pandemic
would have been so much more difficult. The phone
calls, countless rides, delicious meals, prayers and notes
have sustained not only dad, but all of us. You are truly
servants of God.
Sincerely, ~David, Brenda, Martha and families

Many Thanks to Matthew Improta, Scout Troop

Special Music:

375, and Pack 375 for their efforts to keep the church
grounds looking great. They raked and bagged leaves
and hauled cut tree limbs to the dumpster. Matthew
was busy with a chainsaw for a tree that fell down in
the field. The Scouts are a chartered group of ODEC.

Virginia Handbell Consort
Sunday, 19 December
5:00pm in the Church.
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November & December Celebrations
November Birthdays

1 Lynette Lewis
2 Melissa Moore
Sera Kate Alpigini
3 Sonni Matthews
4 Anne Scharenberg
Deniece Cheri
Charlie Patton
Chris Wheaton
5 Betsy VanderWilt
Hayden Bowles
Corrine Gregerson
6 Michele Suttle
Trey Dudley
7 Theda Blackwelder
Phil Luebbert
8 Robert Burns
Tricia Colby
Sam Oswald
Becky Hailey
9 George Butler
Mark Sinclair
Harry Lustig
Tim Kuehn
10 JoAnn MacDougall
James Keller
Matthew Bulleit
11 Sandra Wills
Diane Bolin
Sophia Neumann
12 Gail Varmecky
Justin Erbe
Madeline Schulz
13 Bonney Ball
Lucas Gabriellini
Bryn Oakley
Mary Anne Strickland
15 Renée Johnson
16 Lauren Swartz
17 Michelle Stephenson-White
18 Murrey Loflin
Allison Myers
20 Page Cranford
21 Jill Ghormley
Abigail Erbe
Evelyn Erbe
22 Sherrie Coyle
Kirsten Holt
Edna Esser
Kathryn Ferrandino
Lauren Moore
Amelia Keck

23 Michael Fitch
Joanne Kilgore
24 JoAnne Newhall
Beth Holland
Liudmila Malone
Drew Stephenson
25 Judy Lee
Casey Clay
Jon Johnson
26 Katie Fite
27 J. D. Ball
28 Charlie Swift
29 Chuck Applebach
Matt Jackson
30 Elizabeth Simpson
Brennon Pope
Corey Schweiger
Gwynneth Anderson

December Birthdays
1
2
3
4

Finn Malcom
Laura Hicks
Jennifer Schmidt
Susan Stephenson
Shannon Somers
5 M. Scott Laine
Martha Gentry
Bruce Woodhouse
6 Jonna Walker
Richard Drumwright
Madison Myers
Jim New
Melissa Reid
7 Patricia Cheshire
8 Heather Mills
Greg Burroughs
Deb DeMarco
Steve Stocks
Tony Suchy
9 Evan Weintraub
10 Kevin Keller
11 Rebecca Schweiger
Gary Kline
Yvonne Reynolds
12 Megan Johnson
13 Karen Dudley
Megan Barrio
David Foley

14 Donald MacDougall
Kelly Good
Eliza Hailey
Felicia Sawyer
15 Barbara Lifland
Jackie Murray
Kelly Routh
17 Dean Buckius
Heather Heying-Hunt
Bethany Walpert
Graham Keck
18 Dan Ries
Joseph Varmecky, III
Nolan Miani
19 Rebecca Barrio
Connor Malcom
Susan Pinckney
Holly Payne
Jim Kilby
CJ Keck
20 Bob Randall
Keith Houtwed
21 Lenore Quandt
22 Ginny Cranford
Ellie Reid
23 Jesse Malcom
Nick Richardson
24 Michael Davis
26 Ethan Merry
Coyle Moore
27 Laura Buckius
28 Lyra Gurioli
Tom Darr
29 Adela Merry
30 Timothy Merry
31 James Baker
Betsy Morris

November Anniversaries

2 Catherine & Kevin Rubel
Cassie & Landon Wellford
Judy & Ben Gregg
3 Sharon & Tim Oswald
6 Arun & Laura Iyer
7 Jacquelyn & Truman Baxter
Boo & Greg Burroughs
10 Beth & George Weeks
13 Valerie & Mike Casey
14 Liane & Kevin Long
Melissa & Bill Waide
17 Rita & Harry Lustig
21 Nancy & Tom Cantrell
Ginny & Page Cranford
Cynthia & Paul Wise
22 Gloria & John Brown
23 Mike & Amber Lovejoy

Dec Anniversaries
1 Dick & Ellie Kreassig
5 Holly & Patrick Swanson
13 Paul & Darlene Castellano
15 Dave & Denise Wilkinson
Emily & Justin Medlin
Lauren & Curtis Moore
17 Ashley & Ben Urquidi
Sharon & Tom Weeks
18 Dan & Courtney Miani
Leslie & Robert Miller
19 Brian & Katie Wubker
Barbara & John Guthrie
31 Cheryl Kepner & Jimmy Kolb

Rise in Glory
Bruce Sterzing
Alan Ormond
Pam Campbell
Warren Perkins
Jeane Wood
Evelyn Wool
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Old Donation Episcopal Church

Weekly Worship Schedule
8:00am
10:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

Jesus Christ, Head of the Church
The Rt. Rev. Susan B. Haynes, Bishop
The Rev. Robert J. Randall, Jr., Rector
The Rev. Ashley E. Urquidi, Associate Rector
The Rev. Fred Poteet, Priest Associate
The Rev. Genevieve Nelson, Deacon
Mailing Address:
PO BOX 68067 Virginia Beach, VA 23471
odec@olddonation.org | www.olddonation.org

Holy Eucharist, Rite I
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
The Gathering
Sundays@5 Informal HE

2nd Sunday of the Month
5:00pm

Paws, Prayers & Praise
Holy Eucharist

Thursday
Holy Eucharist

Old Donation Episcopal Day School

Tricia Crawford & Jody Baker, Day School Directors
757-499-2283 | odeds@olddonation.org
Ages 2, 3, 4 and Kindergarten
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 12:20 pm

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

10:00am
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