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Old Donation Episcopal Church 
Old Donation Episcopal Church is a family: Welcoming All  Growing in God’s love                   

Joyfully worshiping Jesus Christ  Serving in the power of the Spirit 

November  
2022 

See page 4 for full details! 

https://ttsu.me/oysterroast2022
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“I sing a song of the saints of God, patient and brave and 
true…. and I mean to be one too.” One of my favorite hymns 
for All Saints Sunday is a fun, singable hymn. But most 
importantly, it keeps me grounded in God’s call on my 
life and our life together. St. Paul addresses every follower 
of Jesus (even those needing huge correction like the 
Church in Corinth) as saints. With the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance and strength, and our own cooperation with 
God’s direction, we are capable of living like Jesus. Our 
community is capable of embodying Jesus. Saints ALIVE 
are capable of changing the world, continuing the work 
of Jesus.  
 

When we see the work of the saints, we need to give 
thanks. For this past month I am particularly thankful.  
 

At the end of September we hosted a fundraiser country 
music concert for Dos Santos (a food ministry supporting 
Latino community on the Eastern Shore of Virginia). 
YOU had a lot of fun while learning about behind-the-
scenes racism in the entertainment industry, and 
enjoying great food. But you might not realize that 
fabulous food was designed, prepared and served by a 
small team headed by Greg Burroughs. It’s unlikely you 
know that the great tasty beer was an offering by Pleasure 
House Brewing and our members Alex and Drew 
Stephenson. Few realize that we raised over $17,000 that 
night thanks to your saintly generosity. Saints ALIVE! 
 

A couple weeks ago our Stewardship Commission 
organized and ran another great parish luncheon to 
kickoff our campaign for 2023 estimates of giving. The 
Commission is only about a half-dozen folks which 
means everyone had lots of work to do. Saints ALIVE! 
 

Outreach fed folks; Parish Life upped their game to 
improve coffee hour AND ran a wonderful Pumpkin 
Palooza, four different commissions have “hosted” the 
coffee hour; new and experienced acolytes are doing great 
service to support worship, our small “stream team” 
keeps getting better and better; mentors are in gear with 
the Middle and High School classes; and Children’s 
Chapel is a huge success. And more than I can name… 
Saints ALIVE! 
 

While Chris and I were relaxing in Ireland for a couple 
weeks, Fred Poteet, Rick Vinson, Kipper DeGavre, and of 
course, Lissie Rhoton and Gretchen Hood were taking 
care of Sunday worship and all the pastoral care and 
keeping the ball rolling. We didn’t miss a beat. Saints 
ALIVE! 
 

There are plenty of ways for you to be one of our saints 
this month. Oyster Roast profits go entirely to outreach 

and we are looking for helpers. We are going to train a 
new group of sound and video techs for the stream team. 
We need singers for the choir and for the Gathering 
Band. We are collecting clothes for distribution at Feed 
My Sheep. I’m looking for volunteers to do some video 
recording in our studio and video editing (and you will 
receive training!). We need more ushers / greeters.  
 

ADVENT devotionals 
Lissie and I are looking for some of you willing to do a 3-
5 minute devotional message for one of the days of 
Advent. We will supply some themes and then record 
your video to offer as part of our noon offerings in 
preparation for Christmas. Let one of us know and we 
can talk you through it.  
 

YOUTH 
As you know, we added Bryan Parks to our staff this 
month as youth and family minister. His first task is to 
organize a few events in November and December. Look 
on page 6 for the new beginning! 
 

SERVICE PROJECT 
Our youth are working to make the world better! Dec 3 
we join with Diocesan Youth for another  home repair 
project. See page 5 for more details.  
 

OYSTER ROAST  
Is BACK! After 2 years down, we will resurrect this fall 
festival. Look for lots of food, used treasures, kid games, 
baked goods, and fellowship. Please tell your neighbors 
and find a slot to work or at least show up! Details on 
page 4.  
 

MOVIE to watch 
One of the friends of Old Donation is Glen Mason, a 
food and cooking writer who lives in Norfolk. Glen is 
one of the two producers for a new documentary released 
this weekend. “James Hemings: Ghost in America’s 
Kitchen” will be available on Amazon Prime. It tells the 
story of Hemings, who, as an enslaved person, was 
Thomas Jefferson’s personal cook in Paris and 
Charlottesville and became instrumental in much of 
Virginia’s fine dining cuisine and that of the young 
nation. Glen tells me, “The film premiered at the 
Virginia Museum for History and Culture. After pitching 
it for about six to eight months Amazon picked us up. 
Prayer works. Little steps lead to big steps.” 
 

VESTRY 
We will elect four new members to our vestry in January. 
It is time to start thinking and praying about this 
important ministry. Ask me or Lissie or anyone who is on 
our vestry. It might be the right place for your talents! 

From our Rector 

https://ttsu.me/oysterroast2022
https://conta.cc/3UlHHF5
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“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly 
praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until 
now.” Philippians 1:3-5 
 

November ushers in a time of thankfulness, and I am 
thankful to be here with you in this time and in this 
season. God is doing marvelous things at Old Donation, 
and it is a privilege to be a part of that and to have some 
small part in leading you into ever broadening spaces. 
Old Donation is a busy and generous church, and I am 
thankful for your dedication to doing the work of God 
day in and day out.  
 

Philippians is one of my favorite New Testament letters 
because the love that Paul shares with the church in 
Philippi is so tangible. It is an uplifting letter, and I 
encourage you to sit down and read it if you’re ever in 
need of a heartening word. It feels especially relevant to 
me now as I read it because of the spirit of service and 
love that you all show at Old Donation. Working with 
the Vestry commissions to do the work of caring for our 
church and our community is always inspiring. I don’t 
know if you all realize how much Old Donation does to 
take care of each other and the people around us.        

Right now, I am looking forward to celebrating my first 
Oyster Roast with you. It sounds like it will be tons of 
fun and a great way to raise funds for our outreach 
ministries throughout the year. There are many ways 
you can help support this event, whether by 
volunteering your time to set up, to assist during the 
event, or to the all-important task of cleaning up. You 
can also donate items to the white elephant or baked 
goods for sale. Look through this issue of the Bell 
Ringer to figure out where you might best fit, and I look 
forward to seeing everyone there! 
 

For the month of November, I am finishing out the 
Adult Forum series on the Torah with Leviticus, 
Numbers, and Deuteronomy. I am also combing 
through the Torah more slowly with the Thursday 
morning Bible Study group at 11am after Holy 
Eucharist. We are currently still spending our time in 
Genesis, and you are welcome to join us anytime. Our 
Wednesday Liturgy series will continue this month on 9 
and 16 November at 6pm. Please join us as we try our 
hands at writing an Advent liturgy together for the 
Gathering. 
 

Children’s Chapel has moved through the stories of 
Genesis and is now turning its focus towards Moses and 
the exodus. When Advent comes, they will return to a 

 

From our Associate Rector Ready for Baptism ? 
 

Old Donation is blessed with the gift of 
abundance, including new babies, children, 
and members who are new to their faith 
and have not yet been baptized. While we 
love doing a baptism any Sunday, there are 
some that are “better” than others, and one of those is 
coming up! Sunday, 8 January is the celebration of the 
Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and an excellent day 
to baptize some of our own. If you’ve been considering 
baptism for your children or yourself but didn’t know 
when or how to bring it up, now is your chance! Contact 
Lissie+ or Father Bob to talk. 

Daughters of the King in Action! 
 

A Call for Intercessory Prayer  
Please join us Saturday, 3 December anytime between 
10:00am - 1:00 pm in the Church to lift up your prayers 
of concern, grief, joy, and love.  
 

There will be printed prayers, prayer stations in the win-
dows of the church, as well as 
our wonderful Book of Common 
Prayer. If you are unable to come 
and would like the Daughters to 
pray for you, please send your 
prayer requests to Frankie Ring, 

or Vicky Koch. 
 

Prayer Boxes – There are two prayer boxes: one in the 
back of the Church and one in the Great Hall, near the 
stained-glass window. Look for a small locked wooden 
box that says, “DOK Prays for You for His Sake.” Next to 
the box are prayer request forms and a pen. We check 
the box after Thursday and Sunday services.  Your prayer 
requests may be signed or left anonymous and will be 
kept completely confidential. Old Donation clergy and 
staff are not involved, and will know nothing of these 
prayer requests. Sisters of the Order promise to faithfully 
lift your concerns to God each day.   

lectionary-based study to journey with the whole church 
toward the remembrance of incarnation and the 
realization of the Kingdom of God. Children through 
5th grade are welcome to join Children’s Chapel during 
each of our 10am services.  
 

Chris and I have so been enjoying our time with Old 
Donation, and we are thankful to be here with you. 
We’re looking forward to November and the transition 
into Advent! 
 

Peace, Lissie+ 

mailto:lrhoton@olddonation.org
mailto:brandall@olddonation.org
mailto:franrin2@gmail.com
mailto:vickykch@gmail.com
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Parking 
The mighty parking crew will greet, guide, and direct 
drivers to park on the church lawn to the west of the 
Bell Tower, the church field on the other side of the 
tree line, and the church parking lot across Witchduck 
Road. We need about 8 folks who will be greeting and 
directing arriving guests to safely park and maximize 
our available space. Questions? Contact Mal Higgins 
757-777-8881  

White Elephant Sale  
It is time for that fall cleaning, and we need your treas-
ures as we all know one man's trash is another man's 
treasure. We will gladly accept most gently used items, 
however, we cannot accept:  books, clothing, large fur-
niture, large electronics, and exercise equipment.  
 

How to Donate Items?  
When: NOW - November 16.  
Where: POD located at Alfriend House,  
Mon - Thurs  9:30-2:00pm and Sundays 10am-noon. If 
you attend an earlier service and want to leave some-
thing, please place boxed items to the right of  the 
POD and Carolyn will secure them.  

Oyster Shuckers Needed! 
We’ll need many hands on deck from 9:30am - 
1:00pm. We will have roasted oysters (novices wel-
come!) and raw oysters (experienced shuckers, please). 
Your POC is Leslie Fenter. 

https://ttsu.me/oysterroast2022
mailto:malhiggins@outlook.com
mailto:Leslie%20Fenter%20%3clhfenter@gmail.com%3e
https://ttsu.me/oysterroast2022
https://ttsu.me/oysterroast2022
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Building Bridges 
 

Are you for building bridges in our community? How 
about a ramp? Old Donation, in partnership with Faith 
Works Coalition, will build a ramp for a parishioner’s 
elderly parents to allow them easier access to their home. 

 No skills are required, 
only a willing heart and 
your hands and feet. 
Both adults and junior 
and senior high youth 
are encouraged to 
participate. Contact Dan 
Ries 757-277-1907 if you 

would like to join one of the teams: 
Site preparation: Thursday, 1 December 
Preconstruction: Friday, 2 December 
Construction: Saturday, 3 December 

Outreach 

Get Ready for Angel Tree! 
ODEC outreach supports Angel Tree prison ministry 
every year for children whose parent/caregiver is incarcer-
ated. Our participation ensures a clothing gift and toy 
gift for each child that we sponsor. Many volunteers are 
needed for the multiple parts to make this happen for 
each child. Please see the list below and contact us to 
help with this important ministry.  
 

1. Phone call volunteers to contact families to confirm 
names of children, gift preferences, sizes and schedule 
gift delivery 
2. Management of virtual tree 
3. Shoppers to purchase gifts in person or online 
4. Gift wrappers 
5. Label makers for gifts 
6. Gift organizers prior to delivery 
7.   Delivery drivers to take gifts to homes 
 

Please contact Holly Payne 757-362-6109 or Melissa 
Waide 757-718-8599 for info or to volunteer. Thanks so 
much and Merry Christmas!! 

Gently Used! 
Cleaning out closets for fall? Finding items you can’t 
wear or don’t want? Please consider donating your 
gently used clothing and 
shoes to ODEC Outreach. 
They can be dropped off at 
the church in the narthex 
outside the Great Hall in a 
box marked clothing dona-
tion. We will deliver the 
clothing/shoes to down-
town Norfolk every 3rd Sunday with the meal for Feed 
My Sheep. Thanks for your generosity. 

Thanksgiving Basket Drive 
My name is Bailey Improta, I am an Independent 
Girl Scout (IRM). I am participating in a service pro-
ject called “Thanksgiving Baskets”. It benefits an or-
ganization called “For Kids”. This organization sup-
ports kids that are transitioning from homelessness. 
The service project Thanksgiving Baskets helps to 
supply them with needs for a stupendous Thanksgiv-
ing. I hope with your help to collect enough supplies 
to complete 5 baskets by Sunday, 13 November. You 
will find a collection container in the ODEC Narthex 
for all supplies on the list. Thank you in advance for 
your help in completing this task.  ~Bailey Improta 
 

Thanksgiving Baskets Items Needed 
Durable laundry basket  
Canned vegetables  
Canned collard greens  
Canned fruit  
Canned sweet potatoes  
Boxes of instant mashed potatoes  
Boxes of stuffing mix  
Packets or jars of instant gravy  
Non-perishable dessert - boxed desserts (cake mix and 
frosting, cheesecake, Little Debbie type items)  
Aluminum foil  
Aluminum roaster pans for turkey  
Rolls of paper towels  
$20 gift cards for a turkey (Food Lion or Walmart 
cards only please)  
Additional optional items:  
French onion rings, cream of mushroom soup, cran-
berry sauce, marshmallows, brown sugar, Saran wrap, 
dishwashing soap or handwashing soap. 

mailto:dries@cox.net
mailto:dries@cox.net
mailto:holly.waide@gmail.com
mailto:mwaide@chkd.org
mailto:mwaide@chkd.org
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2022 Christmas Pageant 
 

The Christmas Pageant is coming!  
We are preparing for the upcoming Christmas Pag-
eant and will need lots of actors, readers, and behind 
the scenes support staff!  
More information and rehearsal dates are coming 
soon. If you’d like to be involved or to sign your kids 
up for the pageant, please call/text Meg Warneke at 
(706) 424-0871  

Advent Wreath Making! 
 

We invite you to join us the first Sunday of Advent, 
27 November, to assemble Advent 
wreaths to take home. The narthex 
will be set up with everything you 
need, including candles, following 
our10am services. This is a wonder-
ful way to have some fun with our 
church family and to mark the season at home. 

Adult Forum continues at 11:15am on Sunday mornings after 
the 10am services, with brief overviews of Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuter-
onomy on 6, 13, & 20 November. The slides can be found in the Sunday 
Scoop for further study. We welcome you to take a closer look at these Old 
Testament books! 

MS Laser tag / Arcade and Food at APEX 
Sunday, 20 Nov at 3:15 Bryan Parks, our new Youth Min-
ister, is taking Middle Schoolers to APEX at Town Cen-
ter for 3 hours of fun. One hour of Arcade, two Laser 
Tag games with pizza and chicken in between. We need 
to have reservations. Cost for youth is $15 each.  

High School Pilgrimage Information and Commit-
ment. Sunday, 20 Nov at 6:30 pm at Eastern Shore 
Chapel. Bob+ is leading a second meeting about 
the Ireland Spiritual pilgrimage for June 2023 for 

our High School group. It’s time for 
signing up. A Q&A session for par-
ents and youth with food and some 
getting to know each other is the agen-
da. Don’t miss if you want to be part 
of the adventure.  

Meet Bryan 
Parks, our new  
Youth Minister!  

mailto:Megan.warneke@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/Em65bTVxhyCxhuKN8
https://forms.gle/Em65bTVxhyCxhuKN8
https://conta.cc/3UlHHF5
https://conta.cc/3UlHHF5
https://conta.cc/3UlHHF5
https://conta.cc/3UlHHF5
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Total Pledge and Plate Received $561,493 
Total Pledge and Plate Budget (YTD) $553,000 
Budget Received Difference  $  8,493 
 

Number of Pledges to General Fund 2020 158 
 

Building Fund $115,049 
Clergy Discretionary Fund                     $  27,466 
Worship  $    6,068 
Outreach    $  27,116 
Julia Tucker Scholarship (Day School) $       271 

Valuing our Blessings 

Your 2022 Vestry 
 

Holly Waide, Senior Warden 
David Beach, Buildings & Grounds/Planning 
Sonni Matthews, Becoming Beloved Community 
Will Walker, Finance 
Jonathan Halvorson, Formation 
Arun Iyer, Stewardship & People’s Warden 
Marti Jones, Evangelism 
Lisa Teeling, Outreach 
Patricia Cheshire, Congregational Care 
Jane Kiefer, Day School 
Charlie Swift, Historic Traditions 
Megan Wilson, Parish Life 
Zach Galvez, Youth Representative 

Smile with Stewardship: Have you signed up to use AmazonSmile 
yet?  If you have already done so, Old Donation is receiving 0.5% of 
your eligible purchases at no extra cost to you.  If you haven't but are 
not sure how to do so, please contact your Stewardship Commission 

at odec.stewardship@gmail.com. Since we are trying to get as many of our parishioners using AmazonSmile before 
"Black Friday" and "Cyber Monday," Stewardship will provide helpers after each service on 20 November to help 
sign you up at church. All you need to do is remember your sign-in information with Amazon, and we will help you 
with a SMILE!  

Click here to record your 
pledge online 

Since attending Old Donation Episcopal Church in January of 
this year after moving to Virginia Beach, my wife, Amber, and I 
have been astounded by this religious community: its loving-
kindness, its fellowship, and its deep devotion to our Lord which 
so clearly evinces itself in every member of this congregation. 
 

My wife and I have found Old Donation to be a vibrant communi-
ty continually working and growing in our service to the Lord, Je-
sus Christ. What we’ve found to be so hopeful about Old Dona-

tion is that ours is a community that has dutifully dedicated ourselves to the Lord in both faith and service for near-
ly four centuries. For that, Amber and I have been truly blessed to serve on the church’s Stewardship Commission 
to ensure that the gifts of God may be used to serve the people of God for centuries to come. 
 

To quote the Rev. Dr. Charles W. Taylor, Amber and I view stewardship as the “main work of the church.”  It is in 
this vein that we remain hopeful as Old Donation began our annual campaign last month. Keeping with this year’s 
theme “More Than Enough,” this community has risen to the occasion in a time of tumult, and it shows from day 
to day that we will always give more than enough to ensure this church and its mission will endure from age to age. 
 

Our campaign began, in earnest, on October 23 with food and fellowship following our normal Sunday services at 
10am. All of us should have received a mailing from Bob+ accompanied by the 2023 pledge card. We humbly ask 
that you please return your pledge cards on In-gathering Sunday on November 6.   
 

This year’s theme for our annual campaign reminds me of the lines from The Book of Common Prayer that “[g]lory to 
God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.”  We know that at Old Dona-
tion, there will always be More Than Enough to serve God and His people, and I know that we can, and will, do 
infinitely more together in carrying out our church’s central mission. It’s with this hope and optimism Amber and I 
have looked forward to this year’s annual campaign of giving.  ~Nick Rudnik 

mailto:odec.stewardship@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/zHiY2xtRZHjBXij98
https://forms.gle/zHiY2xtRZHjBXij98
https://forms.gle/sspSJ3o9ueVmfLB16
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November Celebrations 

Stop-n-Shop 
Do you like Handmade Items or products from Pam-
pered Chef, Young Living, Tupperware, and more?  
We have ONE DAY where lots of vendors fill Tuck-
er Hall and orders will be ready for Christmas gift 
giving. Stop by and browse Wednesday, 30 Novem-
ber 8:30am – 1:30pm. 

Old Donation Day School 

November Anniversaries  
2   Catherine & Kevin Rubel 
     Cassie & Landon Wellford 
     Judy & Ben Gregg 
3   Sharon & Tim Oswald 
6   Arun & Laura Iyer 
     Rachel & Patrick McHugh 
7   Jacquelyn & Truman Baxter 
     Boo & Greg Burroughs 
10 Beth & George Weeks 
13 Valerie & Mike Casey 
14 Liane & Kevin Long 
     Melissa & Bill Waide 
17 Rita & Harry Lustig 
19 Ellen & Rick Vinson 
21 Nancy & Tom Cantrell 
     Ginny & Page Cranford 
     Melinda & Jason Hancock 
     Cynthia & Paul Wise 
22 Gloria & John Brown 

November Birthdays 
1   Lynette Lewis 
2   Melissa Moore 
     Sera Kate Alpigini 
3   Sonni Matthews 
4   Anne Scharenberg  
     Deniece Cheri 
     Charlie Patton 
5   Betsy VanderWilt  
     Hayden Bowles 
6   Michele Suttle 
     Trey Dudley  
7   Phil Luebbert 
8   Robert Burns 
     Tricia Colby 
     Sam Oswald 
9   George Butler 
     Mark Sinclair 
     Harry Lustig 
     Tim Kuehn 
10 JoAnn MacDougall 
     James Keller 
     Nick Rudnik 
11 Sandra Wills 
     Diane Bolin 
     Sophia Neumann 
     Aidan Ash 
12 Gail Varmecky 
     Justin Erbe 
     Madeline Schulz 
13 Bonney Ball 
     Bryn Oakley 
     Mary Anne Strickland 

15 Renée Johnson 
16 Lauren Swartz 
17 Michelle Stephenson-White 
     Valerie Weeks 
18 Murrey Loflin 
     Allison Myers 
20 Page Cranford 
     Milena Miller 
21 Jill Ghormley 
     Abigail Erbe 
     Evelyn Erbe 
22 Sherrie Coyle 
     Edna Esser 
     Kathryn Ferrandino 
     Lauren Moore 
     Amelia Keck 
23 Michael Fitch 
     Joanne Kilgore 
24 JoAnne Newhall 
     Beth Holland 
     Liudmila Malone 
     Drew Stephenson 
25 Judy Lee 
     Jon Johnson 
    The Rev. Peter Hogg 
27 J. D. Ball 
     Katie Byrne 
28 Charlie Swift 
29 Matt Jackson 
30 Elizabeth Simpson 
     Brennon Pope 
     Melinda Hancock 
     Gwynneth Anderson 

Paws, Prayers & Praise  
 

Holy Eucharist is November 13th at 5:00pm 
in the church. This is a great opportunity to 
bring a guest, furry or otherwise, who might 

not attend a regular Sunday service! 

We welcome  

our new members: 
 

Gordon, Sean, Owen & Nora Haight 
Clifford Lewis 


