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Old Donation Episcopal Church is a family: Welcoming All  Growing in God’s love 
Joyfully worshipping Jesus Christ  Serving in the power of the Spirit

From our Rector
We’ve been working on our “pivot” a lot
lately. When the world changes or even just
our own life changes, there is a process of
evaluation, discernment, and summoning
courage. To pivot to respond. In this past
year, all of us have had to pivot, and not just
once! For most of us flexibility has been the
watchword as we’ve made plans, then made
new plans, and revised those again and
again! It can be exhausting and confusing
when the ground shifts so radically and so
often as we’ve seen this year. The rules seem
to change every time you turn around.
But for a Christian, pivoting can be a little
tricky. Turn around and sometimes our life
bears little resemblance to what we started
out to be. Here’s some advice: as we pivot
and change direction, be sure to keep one
foot firmly planted on the firm foundation
which is Christ. And remember your mission

and values as guides.
Lots of ink is being spilled about the future
of the Church. Already we know some
things will be different and some remain the
same. We at ODEC have learned much
about proclaiming the gospel, not just in
our neighborhood, but around the globe
and to people who may never darken our
doors. We should go further, not retreat
from bringing the good news to new generations and new communities. The year of
racial strife has opened many of us to deeper awareness and awakened stronger commitment to make our world better than the
one we inherited. We are developing relationships with our neighbors like Pembroke
Elementary School and now Norfolk State
University. Our worship and education
have always been strengths and are at the
bedrock of what we continue to do

well. Once again, our youth are coming together. The Young Historians continue to
do outstanding work. EfM and now Sacred
Ground Circles are helping to make true
disciples. All of these will help us grow into
more mature followers of Jesus. The future
is bright for the body of Christ at ODEC.

So, agile and flexible will hopefully always
describe us. After 384 years, we know something about change. And to be faithful, to
be connected to God and God’s mission is
central. Like St. Paul, let us charge into the
future, not knowing where it leads EXCEPT
that God holds it all, and us all, in God’s
hands.
Finances & Future
You were very faithful and generous in the
first quarter of the year. As we discussed in
the Annual Meeting, in June, the vestry will
re-budgeting the second half of the year
based upon what seems to be trends. With
Sunday attendance and finances both moving in positive directions, we will be able to
re-fund more of our ministry areas as more
and more becomes possible. God is GOOD!
Continued on page 2...

Sunday, 23 May
The Coming of the Holy Spirit!
On this Sunday The Gospel is
proclaimed in multiple
languages simultaneously.

Help Wanted
As the world and our parish move into middle gears of activity, almost everything has to be re-invented! Many of
our roles and needs have changed…and likely will change more as we continue to pivot. On page 4, you will see a
few of the commissions who know some roles you can fill to move our ministries forward. Here are a couple of volunteer opportunities that we need to develop and train for right away that apply directly to our worship.
STREAM TEAM
By necessity our team of people producing the Sunday worship streaming has been a small bubble. Starting this Summer, we will need teams of two to manage the camera and sound mixer equipment for some of our services. Ben
Urquidi, Peter and Gretchen Hood, and I have been our primary operators. Leslie Fenter has become another
‘guru’ for the sound mixers. It is not rocket science, but requires being alert while worship is happening (so maybe
it isn’t for you if you like to sleep during sermons?). We need at least a half-dozen of you to learn the system so there
is not undue burden on just a few! Young and old, we need folks who are not intimidated by computers and can
chew gum and walk at the same time (in other words don’t get shaken up by multi-tasking).

MOVIE and SOUND Editing
If you are computer savvy and like details, we need you. Up to now, movies of readings, sermons, “virtual postcards”, slide shows of pics with music, and music from our choirs for streamed worship have been recorded and edited by a very few of us. David Bowles, Leslie Fenter, Ben and I have done almost everything. It is part of what has
made ODEC a “watchable” church on Facebook and YouTube. Software is available and we can train.

WORSHIP: at the CENTER of everything we do
Easter Sunday: Last month we surveyed to find out what you wanted for worship on Easter and ongoing. You
helped tremendously by responding in great numbers. From your input we had a mix of worship services indoors
and outdoors. As a result, we had almost “normal pre-COVID” attendance, with 529 in-person and estimated 90
online that day and who knows how many later on. Pre-Covid Easter Day we have somewhere 700-800 in person so
we were not far off. All considered, it was a great day for Old Donation.
May: With your input as our guide, we will continue the current schedule. 8:00 in the Church; 10:00 outdoors in
the “Eden Chapel”; and 11:30 streamed on Facebook and emailed out for later viewing on YouTube.
Summer: For now we expect to maintain the same schedule as we have presently. One question under consideration is if we should add a service in the Great Hall for July and August. Heat outdoors becomes a problem and
some prefer it for walking around. By July or August the Great Hall should be able to be used regularly.
Special Worship:
Pentecost Sunday: May 23 is one of the four “major feast days” of the Church year (along with Christmas, Easter
Sunday, and All Saints Day). This is the day when the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples giving them power
and wisdom to do God’s work in the world. We will have baptisms, balloons, and lots of JOY.
Paws, Prayers & Praise: June 13 we will resume this 17 year tradition of monthly worship with our pets invited to
join in. We are working on logistics for the service, so if you want to help please alert me or Marti Jones.
About the “Survey”
Sent out in March, we had 164 households respond, which is phenomenal! 86% were ready to attend “in-person”
worship. 75% of those preferred outdoors but the majority of those are also willing to do indoors as needed for
weather interruptions as we have witnessed in recent weeks. For Summer, we had 40% prefer outdoors, 22% in the
Church for 8:00, and 19% preferring the Great Hall. 7% guessed they will still prefer the streamed worship.
Cheryl Sutherland
Our dear friend, member of the Altar Guild, lector, and our superbly wonderful Parish Secretary is moving to Florida. Cheryl Sutherland has been producing all your bulletins, purchasing supplies, and tons of other miscellaneous
tasks for years now, but has purchased a home in a retirement community. She moved here from Florida where she
and her husband, a retired Navy SEAL lived for years, so she understands it will get hot! Fortunately, in this new era
of remote work, she will continue doing the work for months to come. When we get the office all together for this
Fall, we will reorganize and let her really retire. But we will MISS Cheryl! She is a great friend and a faithful member of ODEC. We offer her our prayers for life to be full of every blessing.
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From our Associate Rector
It is hard to believe that it’s been over a year living in this
“new normal.” And yet, here we are! Still surviving, even
thriving. Yes, there are still things we can’t do, and we
don’t know when we can do them again. It can be discouraging, even frustrating, to be unable to jump in with
both feet as we’re so used to doing. But we have been given an opportunity: as we regather in more new ways, as
guidelines are gradually relaxed, we are able to reimagine
what life at Old Donation looks like.
•
•
•

Moving forward, how will our Commissions function?
Where do our energies lie?
What do we want to “go back to” and what do we
want to “do anew”?

All churches are in this situation, but what’s unique
about Old Donation is that while our spiritual and social
space has been transforming during this pandemic, so has
our physical space. The closer Covid guidelines are to relaxing, the closer our construction team is to completing
our project.
Old Donation is, truly and fully, experiencing a transfiguration: our outward appearance is changing right along
with our spiritual change.
So, how do you want to be a part of all of this? ALL of
our Commissions need help and revitalization. Do you
have a spirit for sharing the love of God with others? We
could use you on our Good News/Evangelism commission! Or perhaps you enjoy bringing fun and fellowship
everywhere you go, and could help our Parish Life commission breathe new life into our new space. Maybe you
like service, or learning new things, are gifted in finance,
or passionate about children. We have a need for all of
these things! Let me or Father Bob know where your interests lie, and we’ll help you find where you need to be.

Scholarships in the Diocese of Southern Virginia
The Episcopal Church Women's (ECW) Elise Holladay
and Beverley D. Tucker Scholarships are available for
communicants of the Diocese of Southern Virginia who
have at least a "B" or 2.75 cumulative GPA on a 4.0 scale
and will be enrolled full time for the coming year. A student may receive scholarship awards twice. Click here
for the application form and information. Applications
for Fall 2021 awards must be received by May 8.
The Ridley Foundation of the Diocese of Southern Virginia awards scholarships to undergraduate college students who are Episcopalians associated with a parish in
Southern Virginia, are enrolled full-time, and maintain a
2.5 or better GPA. Scholarships are need-based, but are
payable directly to the student (therefore do not affect
already-existing scholarship aid from the college). All students who meet the criteria and file the application
properly will receive some aid. Click here for complete
information and the application form. Applications for
Fall 2021 awards received until June 20.
The Bishop Vaché Scholarships provide funds to assist
both low-income and minority undergraduate college
students in the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia.
First-year students as well as returning college students
are welcome to apply. Scholarship awards range from
$500-$2500 per academic year. Click here for more information and the application form. Applications for
Fall 2021 awards must be postmarked by July 1.

Rise in Glory:
Forrest Newhall

Let’s keep moving forward, together!

Zach & Janet Neumann travel to Ghana each year. They raise
funds, give up vacation time, and travel endless hours to train
teachers and help children learn to love reading. Zach and
Janet take youth with them, empowering the youth to know
that even at a young age, they can make the world a better
place simply by smiling and opening a book with a child. The program has a long-term
impact on the people in the villages where they work, and is sustainable by the local
teachers. In so doing, they take pride and ownership in their own growth and progress.

The most recent issue is
located in the bin at the
Bell Tower. Help yourself!

Congregational Care Meal Ministry

Outreach Opportunities

Part of Congregational Care's outreach includes a
meal ministry for parishioners in need and we are
seeking your help! When one of our own experiences
a hardship such as surgery, illness, or other unexpected setback, ODEC wants to help take some of
the burden off their shoulders by providing meals
during the trying time.
If you are willing to help us provide those meals, either by cooking, delivering takeout, or providing a
gift card, please complete the survey found here or
reach out to Annamarie Ginder
at apammen@gmail.com or (540) 797-0630.
If you find you are in need of meals while going
through a rough patch, please reach out to any of our
wonderful clergy or complete the form found here.
Many thanks to everyone in advance for your willingness to serve with this important program!
~Annamarie Ginder, Coordinator

Are you interested putting your feet to faith in handson ministry for OUTREACH? Volunteers needed for
home repairs, food bank programs, and tutoring/
mentoring kids in group homes. Contact Melissa
Waide at 718-8599 or mwaide@chkd.org

Buildings & Grounds
If you have some free time and enjoy gardening,
weeding and/or pruning shrubs and trees, consider
using your time and talents with the The Yard
Crew. This talented team keeps the grounds at
ODEC in shape and looking good. For information,
contact Lisa Teeling (lteeling@cox.net).

Did you know?

We have a
WHEELCHAIR available on Sunday
mornings if needed. Just ask for assistance and a Mighty Usher will come to
your aid!

A Stewardship Moment
While it is early in the season to mention the annual campaign, Stewardship, like so many things in our lives, is
continuous throughout the year. Stewardship is our faithful effort to use "the gifts God has given us, to do the
work God is calling us to do" in the form of Time, Talent, and Treasure. It is understandable that we tend to focus on the Treasure aspect of stewardship. Indeed, it is both necessary and appreciated in keeping our Church
community here for us while carrying out God's work. But we can't forget about the other two important parts of
this "trinity."
We often overlook time, possibly because it is the one gift where we can never get more and we will never really
know how much we have to begin with. That makes the time that we spend with one another, being good friends
and helping others all the more precious when living God's plan for us.
Many of us have been raised to be humble and that carries over to our talents. When we realize that we have
been provided various talents in the form of both skills, affinities and passions to improve ourselves, others and
our world around us....well, it becomes that much easier to share them outwardly.
In this year, as the new Vestry Liaison for Stewardship, I'd like us to (with God's help and yours) find new ways to
harness the Treasure for God’s work, but also the Time and the Talent in a way that is deliberate and thoughtful;
and find ways to make being the good stewards that we ought to be easier, more effective and even more rewarding (and gasp....still fun!), and also share this good news to inspire and motivate others through example.
To that end, I will make my first ask (of many) for this year to solicit members to bring their Time and Talent to
the Stewardship ministry, to include our vacant Stewardship Chair position. This commission is for faithful and
creative thinkers as we help people find their way into various ministries and their own picture of faithfulness. Please step forward for all of us.
~Arun Iyer, Vestry Liaison
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Outreach through Beach Bags & School Supplies
Dr. Spivey, Principal of Pembroke Meadows Elementary School, was very thankful to accept
school supplies through your generosity, as well as Beach Bags with provisions for foodinsecure children. Thank you to Melissa Reid for heading up the supplies drive, and to
Melissa Waide & team for assembling the Beach Bags. The beginning of a new relationship!

VBS This Year?
With our construction project still working and Sunday School volunteers not working, VBS at ODEC will not
happen in 2021. But take heart! We will hold monthly family formation events with some of the same elements
as VBS. We are working on format and schedules, but imagine 3 one day sessions for parents and younger children. These will be scheduled on days when most people can enjoy some fellowship with other families while
learning about God and God’s world. Be alert for notices starting in early June!

YOUTH : UP (and) RISING
A Youth up-rising… can be a good thing! After more than a year of COVID held us back, the time is right for action. High school youth began with a bonfire last month with about 20 joining us and came up with tons of
great ideas YOUTH wanted. Our planning team is headed by two youth, vestry member Brenna Pope and Diocesan EYC board member Amelia Keck. They are supported by mentors and clergy as we take the input from the
youth bonfire to give us some fun and formative ideas for this Summer.

Sunday, 23 May will be our first event for MIDDLE AND HIGH school youth: an outdoor movie
night with snacks, prizes, and just good fun. Look for announcements soon about details.
Ideas floated include scavenger hunts, pool parties, ministry to the Latinx children on the Eastern Shore, game
nights, bowling, “color wars” / paintball, Chesapeake Bay clean-ups, spiritual retreats… Programs this Summer
and following will include a combination of fun, fellowship and formation… a good mix that will help us grow
into faithful Jesus followers and strengthen our youth community.

It’s Graduation Time! Are you, or someone in your household graduating this year? Let us
know! Please email the Parish Office with the name and school.

Grace Notes:
Kell Perry was inducted into the National Honor Society at Salem High School.
Amelia Keck serves on our Diocesan EYC board and was part of an Earth Day video produced by the group.
Connor Shih earned First Place in his Den and Second Place in his pack (Pack 375) for the Pinewood Derby
again this year. He went on to the District race and placed somewhere in the top 10.

Katharine McLellan was accepted to the Emerging Writer’s Conference at the University of the South to

study poetry and non-fiction writing. She won 2nd place in Poetry Interpretation at the Virginia HS level State
Forensics Competition helping Salem HS earn runner up to the state title.

Mason Dudley was a starting mid-fielder for two of Cape Henry’s three consecutive Div. 1 State soccer championships, regular season TCIS conference championships and TCIS tournament championships (2017 –
2019). Cape Henry Collegiate earned the title of winning a “Trifecta” and this was a first in VISAA Division 1
history. In 2020-2021, Mason was a team captain and starting center mid-fielder for the Cape Henry Collegiate
varsity soccer team. The season was moved from Fall 2020 to Winter 2021 with many conference restrictions
due to COVID including no state tournament. Mason and his team persevered and they went undefeated for
the regular TCIS season and won the TCIS Invitational tournament in 2021!

Day School News
Our chick eggs are in the incubator and due to hatch the
first week of May. We will have the chicks until May 21st…
then they go off to the farm.
Our 2’s – kindergarten will be honoring their Mothers by
making some special cards and gifts this year. We will send
videos home of the children singing songs filled with love
and admiration! This school year is winding down but enrollment for next year continues! We have openings for 2year olds, 3-year olds, and 4-year-olds. Thank you for
spreading the news!
~Tricia Crawford & Jody Baker, Directors

Historic Traditions
We are collecting photos of ODEC Military Veterans who
have died. Please send a photo of a veteran (preferably in
uniform) to Bob Perrine, 2416 Whaler Court, VB 23451,
or via email, thalialions@gmail.com. We will have a special
exhibit on Sunday, May 30. Please include with your photo the following:
1. veteran's name and your relationship
2. year of death
3. service branch (and special medals if known)
4. if desired, a brief story about the veteran’s service
Thanks for helping us honor your veteran loved ones.
Blessings from the Historic Traditions Commission,
~Bob Perrine, Jackie Murray and Michelle Davis
If you’d like a list of ODEC Veterans, click HERE.

Education for Ministry (EfM)
Do you have questions about your faith? Most do, and
most find it challenging to get answers. Education for
Ministry (EfM) was developed by the School of Theology
at The University of the South in Sewanee, TN, to help
people work through those questions. This four-year
course provides the framework for the group to connect
faith to daily lives through reading and discussion. EfM
helps the faithful encounter the breadth and depth of the
Christian tradition and bring it into conversation with
their experiences of the world as they study, worship, and
engage in theological reflection together. Meeting are led
by trained mentions once a week. You will begin to think
theologically, reflect faithfully, shape your faith into
action, and speak civilly when confronted by beliefs and
principles in opposition to your own. We would love to
have you join us!

Interested? Need more information? Contact Ann Butler
(757-618-5755) or Sue Stephenson (757-402-0823).

JOY Dinners - Supper club
One of our best adult fellowship opportunities shut
down by the pandemic is planning a restart! JOY Dinners is a monthly supper club, gathering in various restaurants. With vaccinations prevalent and lower
COVID rates, restaurants are expanding capacity and
hours. We are looking at how soon we can get restarted
with people who are fully vaccinated. This has been for
singles & couples, mostly in their 50’s and older and
strictly a social night out with friends from ODEC. Often the groups were 20-30 people, enjoying an early dinner time so the restaurant is happy to have a group. If
you are interested and want to be on our email list, send
a note to George Londeree who coordinates the group.
Harry Lustig - one of our longtime members - retired as a physician in the ER at Sentara Independence (old Bayside Hospital). He treated lots and lots of
ODEC members and has been
very caring and helpful to me and
ODEC whenever we’ve had someone in his ER.
Father Bob, Gretchen, Chris and the whole family,
I just wanted you to know how much I appreciated you all
showing up for Harry’s exit from the ER. We were overwhelmed and so appreciative of all the love and support shown.
I especially liked the noisemakers !! Thank you from the bottom
of my heart. It was truly a moment to treasure. You’re the best,
~Rita Lustig

Our Newly Baptized
Ellie Grace Reid, William Sawyer Reid,
Daisy Catherine Roberts, Jason Dale Roberts

Valuing our Blessings
Total Pledge and Plate Received
Total Pledge and Plate Budget
Budget/Received Difference
Number of Pledging Units To General Fund
Building Fund
Mission of the Holy Spirit
Outreach (all other)
Clergy Discretionary Fund
Worship

$166,995
$128,000
$ 38,995
172
$ 59,005
0
$
50
$ 26,680
$ 3,565

Room Available
Room available with bathroom and kitchen access for
responsible adult or college student free of charge in
6 exchange for adult presence. Contact Sarah: 681-3010.

May Anniversaries

May Birthdays

30 Scott May
Scott MacDonald
Sandy Patton
Rylee Hall
31 Judy Sheldon

20 Phyllis Awbrey
Danita Jacobs
1 Kyle Long
Anne Hawkins
Cleve Liverman
Brian Coyle
2 Paul Wise
Justin Ruiz
Anne Rio
21
Jeff Hood
Joel Urquidi
June
Birthdays
Ethan Aydar
Edward McLellan
1
Catherine
O'Reilly
Bill Walpert
3 Sharon Payne
Fred
Warneke
22
Zoe Gurioli
Sydney James
Doug
Weiss
23
Jake Fenter
4 Jason Adams
Sue
Doll
Anne Marie Schneeberger
5 Sheila Coleman
Benjamin
Lacher
25
Doralece Dullaghan
Nicole Battersby
2
Cheryl
Hummer
Libby Putzig
7 Kathryn Robbins
Ronny
Barrio
Jaydee Wilson
8 April Improta
Genevieve
Nelson
26
Peter Hood
Reilly Loflin
3
Gloria
Thompson
27
Bill Miller
Ryan Horvath
Randy
Bolin
Payton Peele
10 Beth Weeks
Fred
Olds
28
Mairin Genova
11 Brian Miller
4
Jane
Kiefer
Vernon Murray
Trent Dudley
Maureen
Loflin
29
Dottie Dudley
Marisa Walpert
Leah
Moore
Courtney Miani
13 Kelly DeGrave
5
Alek
Sas
Carol Gurioli
14 Bruce Sterzing
Caleb
Downing
30
Cathie Brown
Jeannie DeDominick
6
Michelle
Vasquez
Lyla Lind
15 Aidan Anderson
Bailey
Improta
17 Jim Need
7 Amy Buckius
Donna Duncan
8 John Jarvis
18 Taylor Ball
Andrew Hailey
Robert DeGrave
9
Karen Atkiss Grow
19 Laura Taylor
Rosemary DeLacey
Landon Wellford
Janet Stephenson
20 Tom DeMayo
10
Debbie MacDougall
Joe Putzig
Cole Jackson
22 Darlene Castellano
Trevor Darr
John Michael Payne
Sandra Hanna
23 Steve Brown
11
Kurt Kreassig
Carolyn Weems
Erin Foley
Demi Davenport
12
Isabel Sterzing
Peter Huntley
Charmaine Rosenfield
24 Sally Eaton
Tracy Darr
Deb Fortin
13
Janet Amiott
26 Larry Brittain
14
Cameron Rennekamp
Greg Rennekamp
15
Dan Miani
Bryan O’Donoghue
16 Kent Ross
Jarrod Katzer
Bob Reneau
27 Jim Rose, Jr.
Levi Urquidi
Julia Brown
17
Kaitlyn Piston
Nina Rodriguez
Megan Piston
Kipper deGavre
Hunter Shih
Tony Putzig
Jack Alpigini
June Lind
18
Janie Bowen
28 Harry Jeroy
Kristen Carter
29 John Brown Jr.
Lyle Swanson
Judy Kuhns
19
Patsy House
Bek Saunders
Gary Hummer

1
3
5
6
7
9
11
12
14
15
16
18
19
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
31

Richard & Linda Kuhr
Michael & Kelly Good
George & Ann Butler
Dick & Judy Lee
Mitch & Shelly Bean
Tracy & Tom Darr
Joy & Chris Chater
Scott & Leticia May
Genevieve & Wayne Nelson
Emily & Adam Mistr
Jim & Debbie Rose
Christine & Ryan Metz
David & Robyn Waltrip
Don & Sue Wilson
Matt & Tracy Jackson
Dave & Kristen Carter
Mike & Linda McGraw
Katie & Ryan Parker
Brian & Sherrie Coyle
Davilyn & Ned Piluden
Michael & April Improta
Lindsey & Robert McCarty
Betsy & John Morris
Rebecca & Ronny Barrio
Alex & Drew Stephenson
Annamarie & Mike Ginder
Bill & Gail Varmecky

June Anniversaries

2 John & Liudmila Malone
Erin & Kevin Lind
4 Rose & Bill McAree
5 David & Mary Scott Burt
6 Scott & Patti Somers
Deb & Peter Fortin
8 Glenn & Laura Scott
9 Larry & Samantha Brittain
11 Philip & Michele Purrington
14 Dan & Nancy Ries
15 Fred & Mary Poteet
Amanda & Peter Huntley
16 Eleanor & Barry Richards
20 Corey Schweiger & Amanda Radke
24 Jason & Diane Adams
Ed & Sharon Butts
Kate & Steve Keck
Terry & Linda Ritter
25 Jorge & Monika Jara
27 John & Marguerite Duncan
Ben & Margie Garrett
Carol & John Jarvis
Kurt & Danielle Kreassig
Jim & Keren Pernini
Jayne & Tim Rodriguez
29 George & JoAnne Rhudy
30 Judy & Russ Sheldon

Old Donation Episcopal Church

Jesus Christ, Head of the Church
The Rt. Rev. Susan B. Haynes, Bishop
The Rev. Robert J. Randall, Jr., Rector
The Rev. Ashley E. Urquidi, Associate Rector
The Rev. Fred Poteet, Priest Associate
The Rev. Doug Gray, Priest Associate
The Rev. Genevieve Nelson, Deacon
Mailing Address:
PO BOX 68067 Virginia Beach, VA 23471
odec@olddonation.org | www.olddonation.org

Weekly Worship Schedule
Sunday
8:00am Church,
10:00am Graveyard Eden Chapel
11:30am Facebook Live

Weekdays, Monday - Friday
12:00pm Noonday Prayers

Old Donation Episcopal Day School

Tricia Crawford & Jody Baker, Day School Directors
757-499-2283 | odeds@olddonation.org
Ages 2, 3, 4 and Kindergarten
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 12:20 pm
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