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Greetings, Old Donation Family!

It has been a little bit since I have written and decided it was a good time for an
update.Fall is upon us, and a new season starts with a new school year for our Day
School, our fall Christian Formation programs begin, and we gear up for the busy
season ahead. Before you know it, it will be time for the Oyster Roast! We have so
much to be thankful for, and so much to look forward to. 

There is no doubt we are in a time of change, and there have been some hard days.
I have shared your concerns and heard your voices when you shared your opinions.
More recently, I have heard your thanks, and your understanding as we move into
our next chapter here at ODEC. We have a lot of work to do, and I hope you will all
be part of helping us move forward, together. With that in mind, I have started to
hear some questions about “what is next”? And that next stage won’t begin until
after the first of the year. When I last discussed things with the Diocese, the plan
was to wait until then in order to give us some much needed time to heal. Having
Rev. Mimi with us has made this time much easier, and I am so thankful she is here
with us. At the appropriate time, the Diocese will provide guidance, and the vestry
will have some decisions to make about how we move forward. As more
information becomes available, I will share the plans with everyone. Please keep
your wardens and Vestry in your prayers as we move towards the next steps.   

Now I need a little help from you. We have been advertising for a new Youth
Minister on several platforms. We have changed the hours and compensation to try
to spur some interest, but we have had no recent applicants that have the
background or education for the position. Do you know someone that may be
interested in helping out? Either as a volunteer or a part-time paid position? Our
youth deserve good programs but we need leadership to make that happen. 

There are so many opportunities to volunteer and offer your time and talents. Keep
an eye out for things you may enjoy doing this fall. Serve a meal at JCOC, the
Pumpkin Palooza is right around the corner. Join me shucking oysters at the Oyster
Roast. Find something you would enjoy and spend some time with your ODEC
family.

~Bill Waide, Senior Warden

From our Senior WardenFrom our Senior Warden

So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually
we are members one of another. ~Romans 12:5



Recognizing Veteran’s Day 
We will have prayers for all who have served in our Armed Forces on Sunday, 8
November. Military uniforms are welcomed for all who served or are currently serving.  

WORSHIPWORSHIP

Baptism!
All Saints’ Sunday, 
1 November, is a
perfect day for
baptism. Let us
know if someone in
your life is ready.

Remembering and celebrating: All Saints and New Life
November 1 we celebrate the Feast of All Saints. We will continue the ODEC tradition of
remembering people who have been saints in your life. Bring in their pictures. They will be placed
around the Church and Great Hall so that they may be honored along with your church community -
a symbolic representation of being surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses. We invite you to
email names of those who have died in the past year and we will include those names in the prayers
during worship. 

On this same day, we also focus on new life so we hope for baptisms during the service. If you or
someone in your family wants to be baptized, this is the perfect day. Let Rev. Mimi know if you wish
to be baptized.
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Year to Date September 2026:
Pledge and Plate:  $496,307

Pledge and Plate Budget:  $436,408
Budget Received Difference: $59,899

 

Number of Pledges in 2024: 134
Building Fund:  $6,075

Clergy Discretionary Fund: $5,442
Worship:  $3,036
Outreach:  $2,646

Rachal/Repairing the Breach $1,923

STEWARDSHIPSTEWARDSHIP

You will receive your 2027 pledge
card in the mail soon. Please
prayerfully consider how you can
support the mission and ministry of
Old Donation in the coming year and
return your pledge on or before
Sunday, 1 November. You can do it
the old-fashioned way by filling out
the card and placing it in the
offering plate, or the high-tech way
by submitting your pledge online.
No need to do both. 

Stewardship Sunday 11 October

Use an IRA Distribution to Benefit Old Donation
 

If you are older than 70 1/2 and anticipate having more money than you might need for retirement, the
IRS has made it easy for you to contribute from your Individual Retirement Account (IRA) to ODEC.
If you elect a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from your IRA, you can transfer up to $111,000 each
year from your IRA assets to Old Donation without the transfer counting as taxable income to you, and
potentially impacting your tax bracket. This may also help you partially or completely meet your
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), an IRS requirement once you have reached age 73. The QCD
transfer must be directly from your custodian to Old Donation Episcopal Church. In order to take full
advantage, must not go to you first. 
If you are a joint tax filer, both you and your spouse can each make a $111,000 QCD from your own IRA
for a potential total of $222,000. The IRA account types that are eligible for QCDs include Traditional,
Rollover, and Inherited IRAs. Please be aware that the QCD distribution must be completed before 31
December 2026 to count as a 2026 QCD gift. To be sure it arrives in time it is best to start no later than
November.
Please contact the Stewardship Commission or Nancy Ries, our Parish Treasurer, if you wish to do this
and to obtain the church’s EIN number that you must furnish to your IRA custodian. Everyone’s specific
financial and tax situation is different, so please consult your financial and tax advisors prior to making
any financial decisions. 

Stewardship is about far more than financial giving—it is
about recognizing the unique gifts God has given us and
using them to bless others.
Join us for Stewardship Sunday on 11 October to hear
short, inspiring testimonies about how our shared gifts are
making a difference. This event marks our transition from
celebrating "time and talent" to focusing on "treasure."
2027 Pledge Cards will be distributed the following week.
As you prayerfully consider your 2027 financial pledge,
remember our campaign theme: “The Gifts from God
Used by the People of God. Is that You?” Thank you for
your continued generosity and heart for our community.
~David Beach, Vestry Liaison for Stewardship

https://forms.gle/ZGFyv1m7H9RCUG8y8
https://forms.gle/DpwjUrtb51fePxSEA
mailto:treasurer@olddonation.org


Get Ready to use your talents to join in this
annual event. 

Heavy Lifting is needed on Wednesday
18 November for emptying the POD,
setting up tables outside and inside (as
rooms are available). 
MORE Heavy Lifting is needed on Friday
20 November for all areas to prepare for
the festivities. See Time to Sign Up for
details and times. 
Friday BAR-B-QUE volunteers needed
from noon on Friday through early
morning Saturday to smoke pork for the
best BBQ in town. See Time to Sign Up
for time slots.

Oyster Roast Planning Meetings:
Sunday, 18 October following worship
Monday, 9 November 6:00pm Salisbury

Pre-sales: sale 1-15 November
No pre-sales after 15 November

Oyster Roast 2026Oyster Roast 2026

Proceeds from this annual event go to the many Outreach projects at Old Donation Church. 

There are numerous activities
before the Oyster Roast where your
help is needed.
Questions? Contact Shelby
Longmire at 757-284-4610

2026 marks the 92nd year of Old Donation parish serving Christ through this community event that brings
parishioners, neighbors and families together for a day of festivities. There are games and a bounce house
for the kids, tours of our historic church with docents dressed in colonial garb and numerous rooms and
booths to entice you to find a great deal. Lunch features Oysters, Pork BBQ, and Brunswick stew.

All of this is made possible by YOU. 

URGENT! A team lead for Silent Auction is needed this
year. There are several items already donated, but an
organizer or a team of organizers is needed. Please
consider if you have talents for the review of items,
assignment of beginning bids, and arrangement of the
tables for the event. Please call or text Shelby Longmire
with your interest in helping (757-284-4610)

PRE-OYSTER ROAST 
volunteers needed:

Pickle Preparations – Saturday, 3
October, 3-5pm ODEC Kitchen
JAM Sessions -  Mondays, 12 & 19
October,  3-7pm Kitchen

https://ttsu.me/oysterroast2026
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Saturday, 21 November 10:00am - 3:00pm
 

White Elephant: Time for fall cleaning! One’s Trash is Another’s Treasure!
Donate: Kitchen items, household knick knacks, linens, children’s toys, holiday decorations, home
décor, jewelry and assorted items. Help stock our shelves and delight shoppers while supporting
ODEC Outreach Ministries by donating. All items must be clean and ready for sale. 
NO large furniture, electronics, workout equipment or clothing
Save your items! Our POD will be in Alfriend House driveway, and donations accepted beginning
22 October. ONLY Monday - Thursday 9:30am to 2:30pm, and Sunday from 9:00am to 12:00noon. 
Questions? Contact Carolyn Gerace 757-818-5509 

Books! Books! Books!
Do you have too many books? Is that even possible? 
We want your paperback and hard cover books of all types: fiction, nonfiction, recipe books, DIY 
NO magazines or National Geographics
All items must be clean and ready for sale. ALL BOOKS will be collected in the library in the space
indicated beginning 22 October. Need details? Have questions? Contact Marti Jones 757-567-5010

 

Silent Auction Donations
Donations: Items of value, themed basket items, or gift cards
Deadline for Donations: Sunday, 15 November. 
Volunteers needed: Beginning early November to prepare items. Times TBD.
Contact: Shelby Longmire 757-284-4610

Young Historians
Dress in colonial clothing at the Oyster Roast!

Greet visitors and share our history
Highlight connections to the colonial period
Invite friends to join our group

We’re excited to represent our history and welcome
others into the story!

Oyster Roast VolunteeringOyster Roast Volunteering

Proceeds from this annual event go to Old
Donation’s many Outreach projects. 

Sunday, 18 October 12:00pm Great Hall ● Monday, 9 November 6:00pm  1:00pm Salisbury 

Bake Room! It’s time to BAKE your favorites to add to the bake sale
Details: Drop-off date/time: Friday, 20 November, 10:00am - 8:00pm
What to Prepare: 

Cookies, brownies, candy, cupcakes, muffins, etc... packaged in single servings
Whole cakes, pies, and breads (always popular!) & your unique creations!
Label all items with a description and note clearly if nuts are included
Favorite recipes for jams, jellies, preserves, and pickles are also welcome

How to Help:
Email Missy Sullivan 757-477-6994 to let us know your donation OR sign up Sundays
Sign up to volunteer in the Bake Room on Friday evening AND Oyster Roast Day

Dos Santos 
For the second year we are collection MASA and beans
for Dos Santos food pantry. Bring items for an entry into
the raffle for a family gift basket.

mailto:geraces@cox.net
mailto:martij4661@gmail.com
mailto:lioniris63@gmail.com
https://ttsu.me/oysterroast2026
mailto:melissa.sullivan67@gmail.com
https://ttsu.me/oysterroast2026
https://ttsu.me/oysterroast2026
https://www.timetosignup.com/olddonation/sheet/1361893
https://www.timetosignup.com/olddonation/sheet/1361893
https://www.timetosignup.com/olddonation/sheet/1361893


Sunday Adult Formation
9:30am each Sunday, between 8:00and 10:30am worship. 

Adult FORMATIONAdult FORMATION
The Christian Formation program year for 2026-2027 opened in September with offerings for all
ages, including many opportunities for adult formation in community building, theological learning,
prayer and spiritual development, and service that puts faith formation into action. See the list here.

Each Thursday, 11:00am in Canterbury we explore the deeper context of biblical books at a deliberate
pace while discovering connections with life today. We are currently reading the prophet Micah.

Bible Study

An informal Theological Reading group
meets 3:30-5:00pm on the third Monday of
even months (except December) to discuss
accessible books on theological themes.
No commitment is required - just read the
book and drop in to share your response.
The list for 2026-2027 is here.
October 19's book is A Believer's Journey
Through the Stars: Spiritual Reflections on
the Wonders of the Universe by Pamela
Gales Conrad, an Episcopal priest with
experience as a scientist in NASA’s Rover
program. 

Jackie Murray looks at the 2025 return to the Nansemond Nation of ancestral artifacts
that had been held in collection at Virginia Wesleyan (now Batten) University 
A panel discusses the Oyster Roast, ODEC’s full-community event that raises funds to
serve the wider community, as part of our call to build the beloved community
Mal Higgins presents Episcopal Church resources for voting faithfully, as well as
ongoing social justice advocacy
Karen Meridith looks at how, in an ecclesiology where "we are all saints," the
Episcopal Church determines who is recognized for special remembrance
Zach Tabor invites us to see Jesus as our spiritual wellness influencer
Rev. Mimi outlines the sweep of the Episcopal liturgical year
The first Sunday of Advent 2026. Join us for our traditional intergenerational gathering
to construct Advent wreaths for your home

11 October

18 October

25 October

1 November

8 November
15 November
29 November

The year opened in September with presentations on learning from those who take part in Stephen
Ministry; a look at our parish’s place in the larger denominational context from the worldwide Anglican
Communion to the Episcopal Church to our local Diocese of Southern Virginia; and the ODEC
community as stewards of the gifts of God for the people of God. Check out our upcoming
presentations for October and November:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HpLom2HaX1saK30lKMpo_q4smbqDDslO/view?usp=drive_lin
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_4-RE77NBQFSNz--kjjA-qZcGk72vgT_/view?usp=drive_link


?

JOY Dinner Group
Tuesday 13 October 6pm
Olive Garden
(by Lynnhaven Mall)
Contact: Sue Wilson 
757-289-7758

Thursday, 22 October
12:30pm
Place TBD!
RSVP to CJ Godoy

Midday
Midday  

Midday 

Munchers

Munchers  

Munchers 

Men’s Breakfast Fellowship -
Your Weekly Getaway!
Attention ODEC Men! Looking for
a weekly get-away? Travel no
farther than Canterbury Room at
every Wednesday morning 8:00-
9:00am. Join us for spiritual
reflection,  fellowship,  and
thoughtful conversation about our
lives and the world. Oh yes, great
N. Witchduck Road coffee. Our
recent program rotations have
included “Pacem in Terris”
Sculpture Garden; life in Germany
living with the Berlin Wall; Native
American spirituality; the Yemeni
Strait of Bab al-Mandab  (“BAM”) at
the mouth of the Red Sea; part 5
of the history of “The Irish
Troubles, 1969—1998; the 9/11 Al-
Qaeda attack on America;
homelessness in America—causes
and fixes; and 5 Resolutions to
help you age better. 

Pumpkin Palooza Sunday, 25 October
after 10:30am worship! 

Paint your own Halloween Pumpkin masterpiece
Families please bring a pot of chili to share
We will also supply the chili fixings, and hot chocolate
Activities! Jenga, cornhole, connect-4, bubble machine,
and bounce house

PARISH LIFEPARISH LIFE

Potluck & Prayers (formerly SCOPE): family-friendly parishioners
gathering for good food and fellowship. We meet 2x monthly to
share a meal, catch up on life, engage in service, and grow as
Christians. Most of us are in our 30s - 40s with preschool- and
elementary-aged children, but we welcome anyone seeking a
young(ish) adult community. Come as often as it fits your schedule!
Questions? Please contact Annamarie Ginder.

15 October: Cookies for Kairos Baking & Pizza (ODEC Kitchen)
5 November: Convo w/ Rev. Mimi & Breakfast Burrito Bar
Potluck (Alfriend)
14 November: Botanical Garden Lights Festival (specific arrival
time TBD)
19 November: Fellowship & Friendsgiving Potluck (AFH) 

mailto:revvicar@live.com
mailto:cjgodoygg@gmail.com
mailto:apammen@gmail.com
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OutreachOutreach
It’s time again to work on our Angel Tree for this Christmas Season! Angel
Tree is an annual holiday ministry hosted by our faithful Outreach
Commission. We sponsor gifts for children in Hampton Roads who are
homeless or temporarily displaced. We are partnering this year with
ForKids, a local nonprofit. ForKids started in 1988 to deliver individualized
services designed to achieve stability for children and families. Angel Tree
is a joyful ministry that ODEC has participated in each year, and welcomes
the excitement of Christmas gift-giving and the opportunity to reach out to
positively impact the lives of children and families in our community this
holiday season. 

If you would like to sponsor a child and purchase presents, watch for our Virtual Angel Tree that
will be sent out in mid-November, spots will fill up fast! Thanks you for your support of this
amazing ministry. 

Local & Global OpportunitiesLocal & Global Opportunities

There is a direct link between children failing third grade and their likelihood of not graduating from
high school and becoming involved in the criminal justice system. Poor reading and comprehension
skills are a primary reason students struggle in third grade. Some states address this problem by
building more beds in prisons. 
The Life Enrichment Center addresses this need by placing adult volunteers in schools one day a
week to read with a child. 
For more information, contact Dan Ries 757-277-1907.
Wish to volunteer? Click HERE.

Volunteer Reading Opportunity
A local opportunity is available to serve Title I elementary schools in Virginia
Beach, Chesapeake, and Norfolk.

Clean Water in Uganda
Access to clean water is a global necessity for people to survive and thrive. The
Harris Institute lead by Dr. Antipas Harris of the URC supports two villages in
Uganda that are located on a mountaintop. Children and women are required
to walk down the mountain every day to fetch water for their village. Note that
five gallons of water weighs 40 pounds. 

Your donation will contribute to the purchase of a water tank for a village that will serve 1,000
people. You can donate HERE. I will match your donation to reach the $5,000 purchase price for one
tank. Contact me if you have questions about supporting this initiative. ~Dan Ries 757-277-1907

mailto:danries75@gmail.com
http://lecliteracy.org/volunteer/
https://harrisinstituteglobal.org/donate/
mailto:danries75@gmail.com


DAY SCHOOLDAY SCHOOL

Things are going wonderfully here at your Day School! We are looking forward to the start of our after-
school classes on October 1st. With options ranging from yoga and STEM exploration to hands-on art
and LEAP, where students exercise and play go together—we can’t wait to see our students dive into
these new experiences.

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our first Dinner with ODEDS at Panera Bread! It was fantastic
to see so many of our families coming together to support our school community.

Please save the date for our annual Boo Bash on Friday, 30 October from 4:30pm to 7:00pm. It
promises to be a wonderful evening filled with family games, crafts, a hayride, bake sales, photo
opportunities, and great food. All proceeds directly support our school.

We rely on volunteer support to make events like this a success. Middle and high school students are
welcome to volunteer and earn service hours. We are also seeking bakers to contribute to our bake
sale! If you are interested in volunteering or donating baked goods, please call us at 757-499-2283 or
send an email to odeds@olddonation.org, and we will gladly add you to our schedule.

Finally, if you know of any families still seeking a preschool for this school year, please feel free to
send them our way. We currently have openings in select 2-year-old, 3-year-old, 4-year-old, and
Transitional Kindergarten classrooms. Inquiries can be directed to odeds@olddonation.org or call at
757-499-2283. Personal recommendations are the highest compliment our school can receive!

Becoming Beloved CommunityBecoming Beloved Community

Morning Star Baptist Church 140th Anniversary Celebration
Join us to celebrate the 140th anniversary of Morning Star
Baptist Church, our neighboring church and growing partner in
ministry.
Saturday, 7 November 7 | 4:00–6:00pm Union Baptist Church
Tickets: $60 each
If you’d like to attend, please give cash or a check payable to
Morning Star Baptist Church to Mal Higgins or Tony Richardson.
We hope you’ll join us for this special celebration!

mailto:odeds@olddonation.org
mailto:odeds@olddonation.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Union+Baptist+Church/@36.8325961,-76.1349649,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x89ba958328dee771:0xaf5efcb3a5accee0!8m2!3d36.8325961!4d-76.1349649!16s%2Fg%2F1tdgl4nr?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDkyOS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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OtherOther
Card Ministry
Nestled under the cozy umbrella of
Congregational Care, this ministry is all about
sending cheerful greeting cards to remind
parishioners that their church family is
thinking of them. Do you love sprinkling
sunshine and sharing Christ's light with
others? How about celebrating life's
milestones or offering a comforting hug
through the mail during tough times? If your
heart's nodding "yes," maybe God's nudging
you to join this delightful ministry! Contact
Sue Stephenson if you're ready to jump in.
We've got all the info and supplies you'll
need. Each card sender is on duty for one
month, helping spread the love and light of
God.

We, the families of Thomas Crockett, Sr., want to thank Chris
Chandler and the amazing funeral reception committee
members: Beth Phillips, Mel Phillips, Shelby Longmire, Amy
Rose, Becky Suchy, Marcia Torres, and Mal Higgins. 

We are so thankful for your service in preparing the reception
after Tom's funeral. Your hands and hearts reflected God's
love, providing comfort and fellowship when we needed it
most. May you each be blessed for the compassion showed.
Your thoughtfulness will always be remembered by our
families - the Crocketts, Geraces and Rubels

To the wonderful community of Old Donation Episcopal Church, on behalf of my family, I would
like to thank you all for your constant prayers for my father, Keith Jones, who entered eternal life
on August 26, 2026. Thank you to everyone in the church office and in Germany for all your
assistance in getting the details worked out to put this service together and print the programs.
Thank you to Rev Mimi Lacy for such a beautiful funeral service, to Zach Moats for the beautiful
music, the Daughters of the King for the lovely reception that followed and the clean up.
Matthew, for setting up the tables and electronics for our slide show, to Bill Waide and team for
recording the service and to all who attended the service, sent cards, or reached out to me
during this time of transition. Glenn and CJ Godoy, for the Eucharistic visits, friendship and love
you supplied to my Dad and I. Each of you at ODEC are a blessing. Never underestimate the
difference all of you make by being a part of this family we call Church.  ~Becky Suchy

Volunteer for Youth Ministry

 We need two additional adult
volunteers for Sunday morning
Rite 13 and J2A classes during
9:30am - 10:15am formation. 

Is this you? Do you have
questions? Contact Dan Ries or
give him a call 757-277-1907. 

mailto:stephesd1948@yahoo.com
mailto:danries75@gmail.com
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Celebrations

October &
November

Celebrations

November
  2 Sera Kate Alpigini
     Grace Laustsen
  3 Sonni Matthews
  4 Anne Scharenberg
  5 Betsy VanderWilt
     Alana Walmsley
  6 Trey Dudley
     Doug McGibon
     Eloise Gilchrest
     Lucy Gilchrest
  7 Phil Luebbert
  8 Robert Burns
     Tricia Colby
  9 George Butler
10 JoAnn MacDougall
     James Keller
11 Sandra Wills
     Aidan Ash
     Andy Gallop
12 Madeline Schulz
13 Bonney Ball
     Bryn Oakley
     Mary Anne Strickland
14 Andy Ash
15 Renée Johnson
18 Mel Loflin
     Allison Myers
19 Finley Farrell
20 Page Cranford
     Milena Miller
22 Cathy McCallum
     Edna Esser
     Pam Walchock
23 Joanne Kilgore
24 JoAnne Newhall
     Beth Holland
     Liudmila Malone
     Elizabeth McGinnis
25 Judy Lee
     Jon Johnson
     Asher Martin
26 Alex Pelton
27 J. D. Ball
28 Charlie Swift
     Amanda Ash
30 Melinda Hancock

BirthdaysBirthdays
October
  1 Ken Kiefer
     Karen MacDonald
  2 Will Bennett
     Allie Garvin
     Ric Filer
     Laura McKail
  4 Margareta MacGregor
  7 Ella Farrell
  8 Christine Metz
     Molly Debo
  9 Keren Pernini
     Frank Schweiger
     John Malone
     Eugene Snowden
     Zach Tabor
10 Terry Ritter
     Brian Caro
     Eleanor Richards
     Alice Lausten
     Angi Holewinski
11 Fuzzy Eldred
     Julie Sterzing
     Andrea Balsly
12 Nordie Crews
     Sharon Butts
     Kevin Long
13 Donald Conklin
     Drew White
14 Vicki Episcopo
15 Kevin Rubel
     Chris Martin
16 Carol Ormond
17 Camron White
     Piper White
     Nora Martin
18 Tom Weeks
20 Mallory Boehm
22 Nancy Cherry
23 Mary Martin
24 Mike Reynolds
26 Katie Prescott
     Mia Kuhr
     Claire Kuhr
29 Barbara Schweiger
     Phil Lacher
     Areece Piluden
30 Katie Alpigini
31 Ned Kuhns
     Lori Blaisdell
     Boyd Raines
    

October
  2 Mary Anne & Mark Strickland
  5 Dean & Laura Buckius
  7 Jenn & Christopher Hefty–Bennett
  9 Angela & Michael Lindsey
12 Joan & Bill Miller
15 Michelle & Bill Dawson
19 Renee & Jon Johnson
20 Sonni & Jimmy Matthews
26 Heather & Chie Shih
28 Kenzie & Chris Saindon

November
  2 Meredith & Brandon Rice
  6 Rachel & Patrick McHugh
  7 Jacquelyn & Truman Baxter
     Boo & Greg Burroughs
10 Beth & George Weeks
13 Valerie & Mike Casey
14 Liane & Kevin Long
     Melissa & Bill Waide
19 Ellen & Rick Vinson
21 Nancy & Tom Cantrell
     Melinda & Jason Hancock
     Ginny & Page Cranford
     Cynthia & Paul Wise
22 Gloria & John Brown

AnniversariesAnniversaries

Rise in Glory
Sharon Smith
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	Gretchen Hood, Director of Administration
	Kelsi Galway & Jody Baker, Day School Directors
	Mailing Address:
	4449 N Witchduck Rd Virginia Beach, VA 23455
	odec@olddonation.org | olddonation.org

	Your 2026 Vestry


	STEWARDSHIP
	Stewardship Sunday 11 October
	Stewardship is about far more than financial giving—it is about recognizing the unique gifts God has given us and using them to bless others.
	Join us for Stewardship Sunday on 11 October to hear short, inspiring testimonies about how our shared gifts are making a difference. This event marks our transition from celebrating "time and talent" to focusing on "treasure." 2027 Pledge Cards will be distributed the following week.
	As you prayerfully consider your 2027 financial pledge, remember our campaign theme: “The Gifts from God Used by the People of God. Is that You?” Thank you for your continued generosity and heart for our community.
	~David Beach, Vestry Liaison for Stewardship
	Year to Date September 2026:
	Pledge and Plate:  $496,307
	Pledge and Plate Budget:  $436,408
	Budget Received Difference: $59,899
	Number of Pledges in 2024: 134
	Building Fund:  $6,075
	Clergy Discretionary Fund: $5,442
	Worship:  $3,036
	Outreach:  $2,646
	Rachal/Repairing the Breach $1,923

	Use an IRA Distribution to Benefit Old Donation
	If you are older than 70 1/2 and anticipate having more money than you might need for retirement, the IRS has made it easy for you to contribute from your Individual Retirement Account (IRA) to ODEC.
	If you elect a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from your IRA, you can transfer up to $111,000 each year from your IRA assets to Old Donation without the transfer counting as taxable income to you, and potentially impacting your tax bracket. This may also help you partially or completely meet your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), an IRS requirement once you have reached age 73. The QCD transfer must be directly from your custodian to Old Donation Episcopal Church. In order to take full advantage, must not go to you first.
	If you are a joint tax filer, both you and your spouse can each make a $111,000 QCD from your own IRA for a potential total of $222,000. The IRA account types that are eligible for QCDs include Traditional, Rollover, and Inherited IRAs. Please be aware that the QCD distribution must be completed before 31 December 2026 to count as a 2026 QCD gift. To be sure it arrives in time it is best to start no later than November.
	Please contact the Stewardship Commission or Nancy Ries, our Parish Treasurer, if you wish to do this and to obtain the church’s EIN number that you must furnish to your IRA custodian. Everyone’s specific financial and tax situation is different, so please consult your financial and tax advisors prior to making any financial decisions.


	Oyster Roast 2026
	PRE-OYSTER ROAST
	volunteers needed:
	Get Ready to use your talents to join in this annual event.
	2026 marks the 92nd year of Old Donation parish serving Christ through this community event that brings parishioners, neighbors and families together for a day of festivities. There are games and a bounce house for the kids, tours of our historic church with docents dressed in colonial garb and numerous rooms and booths to entice you to find a great deal. Lunch features Oysters, Pork BBQ, and Brunswick stew.
	All of this is made possible by YOU.
	URGENT! A team lead for Silent Auction is needed this year. There are several items already donated, but an organizer or a team of organizers is needed. Please consider if you have talents for the review of items, assignment of beginning bids, and arrangement of the tables for the event. Please call or text Shelby Longmire with your interest in helping (757-284-4610)
	Oyster Roast Planning Meetings:
	Sunday, 18 October following worship
	Monday, 9 November 6:00pm Salisbury
	Pre-sales: sale 1-15 November
	No pre-sales after 15 November
	Proceeds from this annual event go to the many Outreach projects at Old Donation Church.




	Oyster Roast Volunteering
	Sunday, 18 October 12:00pm Great Hall ● Monday, 9 November 6:00pm  1:00pm Salisbury
	Saturday, 21 November 10:00am - 3:00pm
	White Elephant: Time for fall cleaning! One’s Trash is Another’s Treasure!
	Books! Books! Books!
	Silent Auction Donations
	Bake Room! It’s time to BAKE your favorites to add to the bake sale
	Young Historians
	We’re excited to represent our history and welcome others into the story!

	Dos Santos
	For the second year we are collection MASA and beans for Dos Santos food pantry. Bring items for an entry into the raffle for a family gift basket.
	Proceeds from this annual event go to Old Donation’s many Outreach projects.



	Adult FORMATION
	The Christian Formation program year for 2026-2027 opened in September with offerings for all ages, including many opportunities for adult formation in community building, theological learning, prayer and spiritual development, and service that puts faith formation into action. See the list here.
	Bible Study
	Each Thursday, 11:00am in Canterbury we explore the deeper context of biblical books at a deliberate pace while discovering connections with life today. We are currently reading the prophet Micah.
	October 19's book is A Believer's Journey Through the Stars: Spiritual Reflections on the Wonders of the Universe by Pamela Gales Conrad, an Episcopal priest with experience as a scientist in NASA’s Rover program.

	Sunday Adult Formation
	9:30am each Sunday, between 8:00and 10:30am worship.
	The year opened in September with presentations on learning from those who take part in Stephen Ministry; a look at our parish’s place in the larger denominational context from the worldwide Anglican Communion to the Episcopal Church to our local Diocese of Southern Virginia; and the ODEC community as stewards of the gifts of God for the people of God. Check out our upcoming presentations for October and November:
	11 October
	18 October
	25 October
	1 November
	8 November
	15 November
	29 November
	Jackie Murray looks at the 2025 return to the Nansemond Nation of ancestral artifacts that had been held in collection at Virginia Wesleyan (now Batten) University
	A panel discusses the Oyster Roast, ODEC’s full-community event that raises funds to serve the wider community, as part of our call to build the beloved community
	Mal Higgins presents Episcopal Church resources for voting faithfully, as well as ongoing social justice advocacy
	Karen Meridith looks at how, in an ecclesiology where "we are all saints," the Episcopal Church determines who is recognized for special remembrance
	Zach Tabor invites us to see Jesus as our spiritual wellness influencer
	Rev. Mimi outlines the sweep of the Episcopal liturgical year
	The first Sunday of Advent 2026. Join us for our traditional intergenerational gathering to construct Advent wreaths for your home


	PARISH LIFE
	Pumpkin Palooza Sunday, 25 October
	after 10:30am worship!
	Midday
	Munchers
	Thursday, 22 October 12:30pm
	RSVP to CJ Godoy
	JOY Dinner Group
	Tuesday 13 October 6pm
	Olive Garden
	(by Lynnhaven Mall)
	Contact: Sue Wilson
	757-289-7758
	Men’s Breakfast Fellowship - Your Weekly Getaway!
	Potluck & Prayers (formerly SCOPE): family-friendly parishioners gathering for good food and fellowship. We meet 2x monthly to share a meal, catch up on life, engage in service, and grow as Christians. Most of us are in our 30s - 40s with preschool- and elementary-aged children, but we welcome anyone seeking a young(ish) adult community. Come as often as it fits your schedule! Questions? Please contact Annamarie Ginder.


	Volunteer Reading Opportunity
	Morning Star Baptist Church 140th Anniversary Celebration


	Other
	Card Ministry
	Volunteer for Youth Ministry
	We need two additional adult volunteers for Sunday morning Rite 13 and J2A classes during 9:30am - 10:15am formation.
	Is this you? Do you have questions? Contact Dan Ries or give him a call 757-277-1907.
	We, the families of Thomas Crockett, Sr., want to thank Chris Chandler and the amazing funeral reception committee members: Beth Phillips, Mel Phillips, Shelby Longmire, Amy Rose, Becky Suchy, Marcia Torres, and Mal Higgins.
	We are so thankful for your service in preparing the reception after Tom's funeral. Your hands and hearts reflected God's love, providing comfort and fellowship when we needed it most. May you each be blessed for the compassion showed. Your thoughtfulness will always be remembered by our families - the Crocketts, Geraces and Rubels
	To the wonderful community of Old Donation Episcopal Church, on behalf of my family, I would like to thank you all for your constant prayers for my father, Keith Jones, who entered eternal life on August 26, 2026. Thank you to everyone in the church office and in Germany for all your assistance in getting the details worked out to put this service together and print the programs. Thank you to Rev Mimi Lacy for such a beautiful funeral service, to Zach Moats for the beautiful music, the Daughters of the King for the lovely reception that followed and the clean up. Matthew, for setting up the tables and electronics for our slide show, to Bill Waide and team for recording the service and to all who attended the service, sent cards, or reached out to me during this time of transition. Glenn and CJ Godoy, for the Eucharistic visits, friendship and love you supplied to my Dad and I. Each of you at ODEC are a blessing. Never underestimate the difference all of you make by being a part of this family we call Church.  ~Becky Suchy

	Birthdays
	October
	1 Ken Kiefer
	Karen MacDonald
	2 Will Bennett
	Allie Garvin
	Ric Filer
	Laura McKail
	4 Margareta MacGregor
	7 Ella Farrell
	8 Christine Metz
	Molly Debo
	9 Keren Pernini
	Frank Schweiger
	John Malone
	Eugene Snowden
	Zach Tabor
	10 Terry Ritter
	Brian Caro
	Eleanor Richards
	Alice Lausten
	Angi Holewinski
	11 Fuzzy Eldred
	Julie Sterzing
	Andrea Balsly
	12 Nordie Crews
	Sharon Butts
	Kevin Long
	13 Donald Conklin
	Drew White
	14 Vicki Episcopo
	15 Kevin Rubel
	Chris Martin
	16 Carol Ormond
	17 Camron White
	Piper White
	Nora Martin
	18 Tom Weeks
	20 Mallory Boehm
	22 Nancy Cherry
	23 Mary Martin
	24 Mike Reynolds
	26 Katie Prescott
	Mia Kuhr
	Claire Kuhr
	29 Barbara Schweiger
	Phil Lacher
	Areece Piluden
	30 Katie Alpigini
	31 Ned Kuhns
	Lori Blaisdell
	Boyd Raines

	November
	2 Sera Kate Alpigini
	Grace Laustsen
	3 Sonni Matthews
	4 Anne Scharenberg
	5 Betsy VanderWilt
	Alana Walmsley
	6 Trey Dudley
	Doug McGibon
	Eloise Gilchrest
	Lucy Gilchrest
	7 Phil Luebbert
	8 Robert Burns
	Tricia Colby
	9 George Butler
	10 JoAnn MacDougall
	James Keller
	11 Sandra Wills
	Aidan Ash
	Andy Gallop
	12 Madeline Schulz
	13 Bonney Ball
	Bryn Oakley
	Mary Anne Strickland
	14 Andy Ash
	15 Renée Johnson
	18 Mel Loflin
	Allison Myers
	19 Finley Farrell
	20 Page Cranford
	Milena Miller
	22 Cathy McCallum
	Edna Esser
	Pam Walchock
	23 Joanne Kilgore
	24 JoAnne Newhall
	Beth Holland
	Liudmila Malone
	Elizabeth McGinnis
	25 Judy Lee
	Jon Johnson
	Asher Martin
	26 Alex Pelton
	27 J. D. Ball
	28 Charlie Swift
	Amanda Ash
	30 Melinda Hancock



	October & November
	Celebrations
	Anniversaries
	October
	2 Mary Anne & Mark Strickland
	5 Dean & Laura Buckius
	7 Jenn & Christopher Hefty–Bennett
	9 Angela & Michael Lindsey
	12 Joan & Bill Miller
	15 Michelle & Bill Dawson
	19 Renee & Jon Johnson
	20 Sonni & Jimmy Matthews
	26 Heather & Chie Shih
	28 Kenzie & Chris Saindon
	November

	2 Meredith & Brandon Rice
	6 Rachel & Patrick McHugh
	7 Jacquelyn & Truman Baxter
	Boo & Greg Burroughs
	10 Beth & George Weeks
	13 Valerie & Mike Casey
	14 Liane & Kevin Long
	Melissa & Bill Waide
	19 Ellen & Rick Vinson
	21 Nancy & Tom Cantrell
	Melinda & Jason Hancock
	Ginny & Page Cranford
	Cynthia & Paul Wise
	22 Gloria & John Brown

	Rise in Glory



