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Lent at Old Donation

Ash Wednesday Family
Service: 6:00pm
For families of all ages to enter into
Lent together, and receive the imposition of Ashes. This is an experiential service incorporating children,
so none are too young or too old!
*Nursery will open at 6:45pm for
parents who wish to attend the
“adult” service at 7:00pm.

Drawing Nearer to God in Song
A Lenten Retreat

Saturday, 23 March, 10:30am
See page 10 for details

From our Rector

place in the world. Please pay attention for the weekly
videos and attend our Wednesday nights in Lent (March
13, 20, 27 and April 10).

Dirt, Discipline, Disciple?
Nancy Cantrell, working as Office Angel today, just asked
me if I had ever heard the word “DISCIPLINE”?? Her
question had something to do with candy bars that she
thought I would consume over the next week. It is not a
foreign word. But I do have to work hard to become
reacquainted with it from time to time. That’s one of the
reasons I love LENT and its annual appearance.

Fresh Expressions
You may recall when I returned from sabbatical in England
in 2013 I talked about a new movement in the Church of
England that was bringing the Church more effectively into
the world. The program known as “Fresh Expressions of
the Church” grew out of a recognition that in an
increasingly secular society, many people were never going
to be “attracted” into Church, no matter how wonderful,
creative, and beautiful they were. The concept was for “the
Church that Jesus loves and formed to move closer to the
people whom Jesus loves (but who don’t know Jesus).”

Just like the dirt and dust that needs to be exorcised for
Spring cleaning, I need some regular exercising of my
spiritual and personal disciplines. You cannot be a faithful
disciple without discipline. Even the words are built to fit
together. I love to party as much as most. But I NEED
discipline for my life to stay in order, my priorities and
values to remain intact, and to hold my future before me as
the end point which guides my choices and directions.

Further development has shown that for Fresh Expressions
to have an impact, the Church needs two equally
important elements. First there must be willing “pioneers”
who have a faith to begin with, but also are willing to take
that faith into new arenas. Secondly, there must be strong
home parish churches with all the traditional formation,
fellowship, worship, and commitment to serving the
community. Pioneers need homes to return for
encouragement, counsel, and support.

Look through the opportunities for study, worship, and
service in LENT that will help you refocus on your life in
Christ. We will have great Sunday and Wednesday
programs. A LENTEN Retreat is scheduled for March 23
that could be the calming of the seas that you need. Pick a
book to read or join the Bible Study groups on Thursday
morning or evening. Or at home, commit to some quiet
time with daily prayers for this crazy mixed up world. On
our web site we will develop a list of LENTEN resources if
you are still looking for something. Mostly… develop some
renewed (or new) DISCIPLINES that will make you a more
effective DISCIPLE.

In our vestry retreat, we discussed how Old Donation
might find this a helpful model for our efforts to bring
Christ into the world. You will hear more about it as the
year progresses. If the topic interests you, grab one of the
clergy or vestry and let’s see where we might find a couple
new “fresh expressions” for this year.

Capital for the Building Project
As you will read deeper in this Bell Ringer, you will learn
that we are making significant progress on our design and
costing for our Building Project. We have known from the
beginning that we will only have enough resources to do
part of the overall project (unless one of us hits the lottery).
In the next six weeks we expect to have much firmer ideas.
In the next couple weeks we will put together an update to
our “Faithfully Preserving our Heritage & Building our Future”
campaign. I have been told by a few of you that you joined
us after the initial campaign ended, and others have said
Weekly, we will have wonderful video releases from faithful circumstances have changed, and you have an additional or
new gift to offer. A couple of us have decided we can
members telling their stories of faith and faithful work.
These will range from personal to church-wide accounts of extend our pledge period to add to the amount originally
pledged. Please know that we are grateful for everything
how God has been present at ODEC in our lives. On
everyone has contributed and pledged. This is NOT an
Wednesday nights our Lenten study will feature work by
attempt to go back to the well for more. But it is an effort
the Rev. Dr. David Gortner from Virginia Seminary. His
to be sure that everyone has a chance to be part to the
work on the transforming work of story-telling is exciting.
degree they can and desire. We will be making critical
He’s very practical about how to become more fluent in
our faith and how to be better listeners to see where God is decisions that affect how much we have for mission for the
next 30 years or so. We want to be sure we’ve done our
moving. He has been a leading voice in the Episcopal
Church for why this is critical for our families as well as our best.
LENT: Learning to tell our stories
Has God been active in your life? Do you think God is
NOT active in your life? Or maybe you’ve never felt like
you could say either way or define what that might look
like. Sometimes it is hard to put words together to describe
our faith and God-experiences. This Lent our “Good
News” Commission will help us listen to what God is
doing, and how to know our own stories. The first step of
primary evangelism is being able to know where God is
moving in my own life.
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From Our Associate Rector

From Our Youth Minister

My friends,
Some thoughts for you as you enter this season of Lent, a
time of inward reflection, spiritual practices, and simply
sitting with God and your life—in the ordinary and extraordinary.

Hello church family! I’m writing this article to you as an
exhausted parent of a beautiful 3-month-old baby girl,
who is currently sleeping on top of me. Maja has brought
so much joy into our lives, as her middle name suggests.
But as much as social media implies that having a baby is
all cuteness and cuddling, both Drew and I have quickly
learned that the essence of parenting is denial of oneself.
Obviously, this isn’t news to the many seasoned parents
we know, and I don’t pretend like I have clocked in too
many parenting hours yet. But whether you have one kid
or four, whether they are currently young, or all grown
up, I think we can all agree that as parents we have to be
more selfless than ever before. We cannot live the same
life that we did before having kids. Why? Because we are
no longer the most important people in the room. We
live for someone else now. We deny our own needs and
place a tiny, helpless child first in all situations. With a
baby, this is never clearer to me than on the days when I
forget to eat lunch, or haven’t gotten a chance to shower,
or fall asleep holding my daughter because she was up
almost the whole night before.

How do the words you use represent you? How do they
influence your perspective on life? What impact do they
have on others?
Recently, someone apologetically mentioned to me that
she has a hard time calling me Mother Ashley, and that
this was something she wanted to work on. I told her that
I greatly appreciated her saying that, and also assured her
that Ashley is always a perfectly appropriate way to address me. I don’t get hung up on titles, and anyone is welcome to use them as they wish, or not at all.

All I ask, is that you use the same title for me as you
would for Bob, or for male clergy.
If you call Bob or other clergy by first name, then by all
means do the same for me! And, if you call Bob “Father
Bob,” then I ask that you please call me “Mother Ashley.”
For some of you, it may take work. I am young, I realize,
but more and more clergy are. If age is the issue, you may
want to either begin transitioning to not using a title at
all for priests, or begin re-orienting yourself to calling
younger clergy “mother” or “father.” You may also find
that what you thought was age is also tied up in gender—
would the same difficulty be present for a 30-something
male priest?
So much of our language choices are subtle and unnoticed, passed down from those before us. And yet, that
can be part of the problem. “Mother,” in reference to female clergy, is challenging because it has not been passed
down through the generations—female clergy are new to
this age-old game, and we are still working to dispel stereotypes and traditions set in place long ago. But this isn’t
the only time words reflect an outdated generalization. A
few years ago, I started to advertise “Mother’s Mornings”
for day school and quickly realized that we have dads (like
my own husband!) who might want to come, too. Our
words and how we use them can impact the people
around us, and our own inner spiritual processes in ways
that we are completely unaware of.
Spend some time this Lent with your words. They are
one of the most powerful tools you have.

No wonder that on a spiritual level, we often resist the
call to deny ourselves. Nothing is more difficult. “Pick up
your cross and follow me” Jesus said. Literally, “If you are
going to have a relationship with Me, you have to completely deny yourself and bring your burdens on the journey- none of your needs can ever be met outside of Me.”
This does not come easily for those of us who are human
because we are naturally self-interested; it is a survival
mechanism.
During the season of Lent, we pray and repent - literally
“turn” away from our self-interested behaviors and back
to God. And yet, we are stubborn. Most of the time, it’s
an ingrained habit to handle our lives apart from Him.
I’m an expert in this. Much of the time I think, “I’ve got
this, Lord! I can follow you AND put my needs first, no
sweat.” And every time, life reminds me how wrong I am.
A life with Jesus is a total sacrifice of ourselves, but what
we gain is worth infinitely more than anything we have to
give up. We are no longer the most important people in
the room. We live for someone else. We must deny our
own needs and put the Lord first in all situations. In this
season of Lent, join me as I cling ever closer to the Lord,
just as my daughter clings close to me.

~Marta

Lent: Spiritual Housecleaning

Signs of Lent

Ash Wednesday, March 6, begins the season of Lent.
This 40 day period (remember in the desert - 40 years for
Israel, and Jesus’ 40 days) is set aside for us to prepare
spiritually for Easter. It is time for self-examination of our
relationship with God and others, seeking forgiveness
and reconciliation, time for repentance and renewal,
finding and following God’s direction for our lives. It is
time for establishing new habits for the heart and the
body which allow us to do God’s work in our world. It
truly is housecleaning, preparing for the most important
Guest to take up residence.

Lent was originally a period for catechumens (people
studying Christianity so they could be baptized) to be
prepared for their baptism. Traditionally, baptisms were
scheduled for the Easter Vigil service, beginning the
night before Easter. It became the practice of the
Church to use the 40 days prior to Easter for a season of
instruction, fasting, confession, and more austere
worship that would climax with the great reversal of an
extravagant celebration of Easter Sunday. Signs and
symbols include:

We begin with ashes. This is the Biblical sign for humility
and repentance, placed on the forehead in the sign of the
cross with the words, “Remember that you are dust, and
to dust you shall return.” The ashes remind us of the dust
that God took in his hand and shaped into Adam,
breathing life into his body. They remind us that all we
are, or imagine we might be, is of no consequence
without God. God is the One who created all that is, and
whose very breath gives continued life to the world.
Episcopalians and other Christians participate in services,
committing to a holy season of fasting, study, and rededication.

40 days are like the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness;
40 years for Moses; 40 days for Elijah; 40 days and nights
of rain for Noah. We count all the days from Ash
Wednesday until Easter, except Sundays, which are never
treated as days of fasting in the Church.

Lenten disciplines are designed to strengthen our
spiritual muscles. The tradition is a dedicated effort at
prayer, fasting and alms-giving. You may choose to “give
up” some particular delight as a reminder to pray and be
a witness to Jesus. When I was addicted to afternoon
Coca Colas, I gave up soft drinks and no matter what else
was going on, I remembered I was a Christian every day
at 2:00pm when I would get my craving. You might “add
on” some daily discipline such as reading Scripture each
night. You might decide to study a spiritual book that has
been sitting on the shelf for the past year. Many do a fast
or modified fast one day a week, (traditionally Friday or
Wednesday). Make a commitment to extra worship or
Bible study group, or simply being present every Sunday,
regardless of what comes up. Some may choose to make a
dedicated regular gift supporting those in need, or special
efforts for our Kairos team doing prison ministry this
month. Whatever your decision, let it be a tool that helps
center your life and heart on God. You can’t be a
disciple without discipline.
The feel of our worship will change to reflect the more
reflective and penitential tone. We will kneel for the
Eucharistic Prayer and prayers of the people, (even in
RITE II, though not in the Gathering where there are no
kneelers). No “Alleluias” are sung or said during
Lent. The Gloria at the beginning of the service is
replaced by “Lord, have mercy.” Colors switch to somber
purple, all flowers are removed (other than “Refreshment

Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word, lencten, meaning
springtime. During the season of Lent we see increasing
physical evidence of God’s renewing springtime all
around us.

Ashes as a mark is a biblical sign of humble repentance
and recognition that our life is dependent upon God’s
breath.
Self-denial through fasting, alms-giving, or other acts of
giving help us develop Jesus Christ’s lifestyle of
intentionally giving himself for others. A good practice is
to fast and give what you might have spent on the item to
the poor.
Colors in the Church are purple (repentance) or black
(mourning) or no colors at all.
Alleluia: the joyful word of praise, disappears from our
worship until Easter when we can’t stop saying it!
Stations of the Cross, a tool for prayer and
meditation. Traditionally 14 stations depict the “Way of
the Cross” which Jesus walked in Jerusalem on his path
from Pilate to the crucifixion.

Sunday”, March 26). Their absence makes our worship
stark, and greatly enhances the beauty and the shock of
the great Easter celebration, when the dark season of
Lent is overwhelmed with the joy and celebration of the
Easter Resurrection. March 5, the first Sunday of Lent,
we begin with chanting the Great Litany, the oldest
English written prayer in the BCP, which captures the
fullness of our prayers of intercession, thanksgiving and
4 repentance.

What’s Going On...
Ladies’ Game Night
Friday, 1 March 7:00pm
In Alfriend House

Historic Traditions Meeting
Saturday, March 2 at 9:30 AM in the church library.
All are welcome!

Paws, Prayers & Praise
Holy Eucharist

March 10th at 5:00pm
Bring a guest, a pet, and yourself!

Men’s Kairos March 14-17. Everyone please sign the
ODEC poster in the parish Hall foyer! COOKIES! We
need 240 dozen Kairos cookies NLT noon, Wed 13
March in the kitchen. Instructions are in the back of
the church and the foyer. And, don’t forget prayers for
all of us at Kairos. Questions? Contact Steve
Kamperschroer 757-708-1152

JOY

Dinner Group

Friday, 15 March
5:30pm @ Maggie McFly’s
RSVP: David Eckhardt 757-340-4811 or
davideckhardt2002@yahoo.com

Beans & Rice
Distribution is Saturday, March 16, 9:00am - 11:00am in
the Church.

Day School News
March will be busy for us at the Day School.
We’ll start with three FUN Dr. Seuss Days!
Each class will focus on 1-2 Seuss books and
plan their entire day around the theme.
Our dress-up days will be: red and white for
The Cat in the Hat, and crazy socks for Fox
in Socks! Next we’ll move on to our windy
March themes, St. Patrick’s Day and then
we’ll hop straight to Easter!

The 3nd Annual
Old Donation Episcopal Day School
Silent Auction
Friday, 22 March, 5:30pm-8:00pm
Tucker Hall
Child and Adult Created Art
Themed Baskets, Music,
Wine Tasting & Heavy Hors d’oeuvres
Purchase your tickets Sunday, March 10 & 17 in the
Parish Hall Foyer
All Proceeds Benefit the
Julia Tucker Day School Scholarship Fund
$10 admission ticket includes:
one beverage ticket & one raffle ticket
REGISTRATION CONTINUES for next year and we have
OPENINGS in our classes for 2s - Kindergarten. Our classes run 9:00am until 12:20pm and we also offer early
drop and an after-school program that extends the day
until 2:20pm for our 3s - K. Share/like our Facebook
page. Old Donation Episcopal Day School – ODEDS.

Mission to the World
Medical Mission Belize
With Friends of Pediatrics/CHKD/EVMS

Friends of Pediatrics is a registered NGO which was founded to assist underprivileged
Belizean children with obtaining tertiary healthcare. Medical clinics are held each day
during the trip and serve children from early infancy to 21 years. ODEC Outreach has
supported two parishioners on this mission and will support them this year as they travel to the Toledo District.
How Can You Help? Donations! Drop items to ODEC by 3/15/19 marked for “Melissa Waide - Belize”
•lollipops/non-melting candy •clothes (new or gently used) •shoes (new or gently used) •small toys/bubbles/
stickers •sports equipment •coloring supplies •new hygiene items •toothbrush/tooth paste

Formation Hour: Sundays 9:15-10:15

Children’s Sunday School

Sitting in the
Dark

Cycle 6– March 10-April 7
Esther: The Queen Who Saved Her People

Growing Through
Poetry of Pain
As children, we can ask for a nightlight to chase away
the shadows that come alive in the dark.
As adults, when darkness creeps over us in the form
of pain, depression, grief, and fear, there is no nightlight.

Sometimes we might be comforted by surrounding
ourselves with people and things that numb and distract us from the pain. Conversely, there are times
that if we wait in the darkness long enough, we might
discover something about ourselves, God, and our
world. Sitting in the darkness can be a transformative time, a time of growth and conquering.

Kitchen: Making Hammentaschen (Purim cookies) & preparing gifts for others. How can
we honor the commandments of
Purim?
Drama: Purim Play. How did
the people in the story think or
feel? What can they teach us today?
Art: Making a Megillah (scroll).
How do we honor special stories of God & God’s people?
Story: Making greggors (noisemakers) and using them
with the story. Does blotting out someone’s name
change anything?

Don’t miss Sunday School on April 7! Grades PreK-6 will
Join us in the Parish Hall for five Sundays in Lent as celebrate a Passover Seder together, led by Rabbi Ellen Jaffewe learn about the difficulties in our lives that can
Gill.
lead to transformation and healing. This series will
include video segments by various theologians, authors, and scholars, and will be facilitated by Sharon
Rite 13: This month, the group will be exploring the folPayne, Nancy Ries, and other members of our own
lowing topics: duty to God & people, being made in
parish, with Mother Ashley.
God's image, prejudice & sexual stereotyping, modeling
charity, and lives dedicated to prayer.

Youth Sunday School

The Revelation Continues…

The course that began in Epiphany continues through
Lent! It turns out the book of Revelation is every bit as
intriguing and complex as it is thought to be, and deserves more time. Join Fr. Bob in the Library, as we
continue to unpack and discover the intricacies of the
last book in the Bible.
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J2A: This month, the J2A group will be learning more
about the meaning of the Sacraments, and the World
council of religions: what does it mean to be spiritually
informed, and make a conscious choice?
11th, 12th & Beyond: The group continues to meet on
Sunday mornings with Holly Waide and John Michael
Payne in Father Bob’s office!

What is God Doing in Your Life?
Telling our Stories
A Lenten Program for Wednesday Nights
During his ministry, Jesus often told stories to help the people
understand the meaning of his message. His words set Galilee on
fire; crowds gathered to listen and went home to tell others of the
power of his story. We, too, have life experiences that have impacted and transformed our lives. Our Baptismal Covenant ask
us to share our stories as well. We say yes to the question, “Will
you by word and example share the Good News of Christ in
God?” In this Lenten program we will examine ways to that we
can tell those stories to help others to hear the Good News.
As part of this series, we will have The Rev. Dr.
David Gortner as a guest speaker. David Gortner is
director of the Doctor of Ministry Program and
professor of evangelism and congregational leadership at Virginia Theological Seminary in Alexandria, VA. He is also the author of Transforming
Evangelism which introduces ways we can all share
Good News.
The series will meet on Wednesday nights, March 13, 20, 27, and
April 10; 6:00pm Holy Eucharist; 6:30pm supper, 7:00pm program. Led by the Good News Commission and clergy.

VBS 2019: Volunteers Needed
This year Vacation Bible School will be from July 15-20, 9:00am12:15pm. The theme is “Athens: Paul’s Dangerous Journey to
Share the Truth.” Patti Somers is coordinating! We are looking
for people interested in being adult leaders, either in a station or
group, as well as teen volunteers! It’s not too early to get involved.
We are also in search of someone interested in assisting Patti with
the program! Questions? Contact Patti or Marta.

CREW (Christians Reuniting Every Week)
A group for young(ish) individuals and families to gather for support, fellowship, and prayer. In Lent, beginning March 14, we’ll
gather in Alfriend House for a class on Spirituality and Gifts. 5:30
-7pm, childcare and dinner provided, donations accepted to help
cover costs. Contact Mother Ashley for details or to sign up!
Join the fun! The Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper is Tuesday, March 5, from 5:307:00pm in the Parish Hall! Nothing prepares
for Lent like a heaping helping of pancakes
and sausage. Support our Rite 13 class as they
do their last fundraiser for their Nightwatch
trip to New York this April. Gluten-free pancakes will be offered, so everyone is welcome!

Episcopal Youth
Community
Our updated EYC hours are:
4:30-5:30pm- Middle School
5:30-5:45pm- Supper
5:45-6:45pm- High School
Youth are invited to bring a friend along!
Sunday, March 3- EYC
Sunday, March 10- EYC
Sunday, March 17- EYC
Sunday, March 24- Cloud 9 Outing!
Drop off: 4:30pm at church
Pick up: 7pm at church
Cost: $10/youth

Happening #70: March 1517
“Happening is an experiential weekend retreat for teens that may just change your life.
Come and see what it’s like to be transformed by God’s love!”
Who: Youth grades 10-12
When: March 15-17, 2019
Where: Chanco!
What: A weekend retreat of spiritual exploration and fun
Why: Get to know other believers your age
and grow deeper in your faith!
For more information
about Happening or
Camp Chanco,
contact Marta!

Vestry
Vestry Elections

In our Annual Meeting of the parish January 27, you
elected a new class for the vestry: Chaille Lindo, Paige
Martin, Tony Putzig and Joe Tucker for three year terms;
plus the youth elected Peter Hood as the Youth Rep for
the normal one year term. This is an excellent group, with
very different experiences, length of time at ODEC, and
knowledge of our ministries and mission. They join an
effective and committed team of spiritual leaders and give
me great hope for this coming year. They began with a
retreat in February where assignments for commissions
and goals for the year were established.
Bill Waide has been reaffirmed by the vestry as your
Senior Warden again for this year. During the vestry
retreat Michelle Stephenson was elected as the new
People’s Warden. Please offer Bill, Michelle, and the new
vestry members mentioned above your very strongest
thank you and prayerful support.

Legacy Society of 1637

A Note from the Treasurer

For those who so generously support ODECwith their
monetary contributions, the 2018 Statements for both
the General Fund and the Building Fund were mailed to
parishioners at the end of January and are also available
on the ODEC website. These statements will be needed
for claiming charitable contributions on 2018 income tax
returns. If you have not received a statement or have
questions, please contact Jo-Ann Bach (Pledge Recorder),
Terri Piston (Building Fund Accountant) or Diane Miller
(Parish Accountant) at 757-497-0563.

Valuing our Blessings
Total Pledge and Plate Received
$47,950
Total Pledge and Plate Budget
$51,300
Budget/Received Difference
(-$3,350)
Number of Pledging Units To General Fund
220
Building Fund
$19,306
Mission of the Holy Spirit
$0
Outreach (all other)
$2,257
Clergy Discretionary Fund
$285
Worship
$346
Julia Tucker Day School Scholarship Fund
$0

Thoughts from Jim Bulleit

Throughout my adult life, I have been abundantly and
undeservedly blessed with resources beyond my own needs and those of my family. When I was a child, a successful and
wise grandfather made substantial financial investments on my behalf, allowing
me to attend college debt-free and to become a home-owner in my early twenties.
Ever since then, I have attempted to be a good steward of
the remainder of those resources to ensure the security of
my immediate family.

Now that my children are both grown, I have increasingly
turned my attention to the larger community, looking for
ways to help others who have been less fortunate. Overwhelmed by the array of worthy causes to support, I have
chosen to invest the better part of my time, talent, and
treasure in Old Donation Church. I have served on vestry, taught Sunday school, acted as a youth mentor, and
been a continuing member of the Gathering Band. Old
Donation has been my spiritual home and my extended
family. Its clergy and parishioners have been a constant
source of support for me and my family, sharing our joy
in good times and sustaining us through difficult ones. I
have also witnessed the many ways Old Donation uses its
resources to do good in the world—through programs like
Feed My Sheep, prison ministries, and support for 12step groups and Mission of the Holy Spirit.
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About a year ago, I was asked to consider including Old
Donation in my will. I have always pledged a modest
amount of my income to the church’s general fund, but
this would be a way to extend my giving into the future.
After prayerful consideration, I decided to designate a
percentage of my estate be granted to the church upon
my death.
It is clear to me that Old Donation is doing God’s work.
Thus, I am confident that an investment in Old Donation will help ensure that it can continue doing that
good work in the future. ~Jim Bulleit
For more information about Planned Giving to the Trustee’s of
Old Donation Episcopal Church Endowment Fund contact
Earl Morris, 757-464-1062.

Building & Facilities
A Regular Update
We received a set of construction drawings
from the architect that are essentially 90%
complete. This meets the city’s requirements
to begin the building permit process. We authorized the architect to submit the drawings
and to initiate our request for a permit. The
process for approving a building permit for a
project of our size normally runs 4-6 weeks.
Hopefully we will have a permit by Easter.
In parallel, the drawings were sent to the general contractor, who in turn has sent them to
his sub-contractors for developing refined cost
estimates. We expect these estimates any day.
They will be broken out into costs for the entire project and by costs for the three individual components: Great Hall, new education
wing, and a library in place of the courtyard.
In March, we will essentially transition from
the design phase to the construction phase of
our project. Your team, and the general contractor, will enter an iterative phase of value
engineering to ensure that we present to the
vestry a plan that efficiently takes advantage of
material selection and building practices that
recognize our funding constraints without
compromising our core requirements. We aim
to be able to make a construction recommendation to the vestry close to the completion
time of the building permit process.
Stay tuned! We see the light at the end of the
tunnel and are picking up speed.

~John Sherman, Vestry Liaison

Turbo-Charging our Team
Our Building process is moving into an exciting phase. To do our
work well as we begin a construction phase, our team has recognized the need for a project manager. We need someone who has
experience with large projects, can work well with people, has the
time to devote to what will be at least occasionally demanding,
and, most importantly, knows this parish and people well enough
and cares about it. God always provides, even when the job description seems impossible to fill. But I have been saying my prayers with a bit of desperation.
Last month, David Beach retired from NATO. He was serving as
Deputy Commander of NATO command and control IT services.
David stopped me after Sunday worship
and asked if I had anything he could do to
serve the parish. You
should have seen the
smile on my face. David fits every hope I
have listed above! He
was my steady and capable partner in planning the J2A pilgrimage last summer to
England so I knew of
his attention to detail
and ability to get
things done.
For a little background, David grew up in England and Nigeria.
English boarding school gave him a life-long love for cricket and
rugby. He served all over the world in the British Army before joining NATO in 1990. He became a specialist in IT systems management and eventually found his way to Norfolk in 2003 and then
ODEC. He was a project and program manager for huge projects
all over the world. David has been very active in ODEC, leading
two J2A pilgrimage program since 2012. He and his wife, Jo, have
made VB their permanent home, have a son in Bath, England,
and another who lives in this area. Jo is an artist who is now making mosaics!
David’s role will be as overall project manager with a core of our
Building Commission continuing to serve as oversight and content
specialists. David will report to Dave Burt, who is the chair of our
project.

Drawing Nearer to God in Song
A Lenten Retreat

Saturday, 23 March, 10:30am - 2:30pm
Begins & Ends in the Church
Join us as we take a deeper look at some of our favorite hymns
and explore their meaning for our lives
With Lunch & Holy Eucharist, led by Fr. Bob, Frankie Ring & Kipper deGavre
Bring a journal, prayer beads, or anything that helps you meditate.
To register, contact Judy Kuhns (or 757-343-6740) or sign up in the parish hall or the angel desk

News & Accomplishments

Men’s Breakfast

Mary Charles Burt is at the top of the list of “Swimmers
to Watch” for Hampton Roads high school swim season.
She is the reigning Class 5 Region A champion in the
200 individual medley and 100 backstroke.

Glossolalia, or the Gift of Tongues? The parish hall

gets an early use every Wednesday at 7am when the men
of the parish gather for breakfast, fellowship, and a program. Some of our early risers do the cooking and the
cost of the breakfasts are covered by our $2.00 donation.

Jenna Crumley earned the highest honor in Girl Scouts,
the Gold Award, for her Kid2Kid project to help children
with disabilities.

Our programs in recent weeks have been varied and provoked much discussion. Recently, Vaughn introduced St.
Paul’s discussion of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit, including the gift of tongues. Some think it’s glossolalia
(meaningless speech). Mike introduced the gnostic gospel
of Thomas; Mal discussed Martin Luther King Jr.’s
“Letter From Birmingham Jail”; Joe presented the role of
puns and wit in our lives. “No snowflake in an avalanche
ever feels responsible”.

Becky Suchy was awarded The Navy Meritorious Civilian
Service Award in the Department of the Navy for service
or contributions resulting in high value or benefits for
the Navy or the Marine Corps. The award is the third
highest Navy civilian award.

2019 Vestry

Bill Waide, Senior Warden
Michelle Stephenson, People’s Warden | Congregational Care
John Sherman, Building & Facilities Planning
Holly Swanson, Day School
Rebecca Barrio, Christian Formation
Mitch Bean, Outreach
Brad Croteau, Buildings & Grounds
Brennon Pope, Stewardship
Chaille Lindo, Good News
Paige Martin, Historic Traditions
Tony Putzig, Parish Life
Joe Tucker, Finance
Peter Hood, Youth Representative

We would love to have you join us. Come as you are; we
wear whatever sweatshirts, plaids, or expanding pants we
can find that early. For those with jobs to get to, we end
promptly at 8:00am.

Ushers Needed !
The “Mighty Usher Corps” is in desperate need of reinforcements for the 10:30am Church service. Ushering is
a simple, vital way to help serve our ODEC family. No
experience necessary! We encourage all ages, genders,
and services to contribute. The 2019 Usher Schedule
and sign-up sheet is on the Bulletin Board. Contact
Brad Croteau to sign up!

Youth Vestry Representative:

Peter Hood has been elected as our Youth Vestry Representative for 2019. Peter is very involved in the youth ministry of the church, and I look forward to working with him as he brings the interest of the youth ministry to the vestry. Please congratulate Peter when you see him! ~Bob+
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March Celebrations
17 Linda McGraw
Barbara Wills
Michelle Davis
18 Edith English
Mike Brunick
Sam Luebbert
Nancy Guarnieri
Tim O’Brien
B.J. Tibbitt
19 Jo-Ann Bach
Cassondra White
Sue Wilson
Kerah Howeth
Kennard Foley
Danielle Kreassig
Lee Foley
Erin Lind
20
Ada Jaquith
Jeane Wood
Scott Wagner
Vicki Dorsett
Susan DeMayo
Brandon Rice
21 Dudley Haynie
Mitch Bean
Mary Poteet
Katie Wubker
Gracie Grow
Marta Cohen
22 George Londeree
Cynthia Wise
The Rev. Don Wilson
Logan Lindsey
Mike McGraw
Harper Kolba
Elizabeth Rudd
Jenn Putzig
23
Chris Luebbert
Peter Johnson
Liane Long
Ben Barrio
24
Chris Randall
Carole Balog
Valerie Gurioli
Sally Applebach
25 Trey Crockett
Edward Myers
Heather Shih
Gene Black
26 Harold VanderWilt
Lynda Erickson
Zachary Bowles
Rob DeDominick
27
Bonnie Kiermaier
Ted Fenter
28 Bonnie Bickerstaff
Sandy Bilger
Carl Sterzing
Mary Scott Burt
Summer Browning
Sharon Smith
29 Parker Purrington
Bobbie Gribble
Regan Teeling
Nathan Epps
Brylan Weems
Neil Koprowski
Addison Rose Wilson
Linda Ritter
30
Lillian Bolen
Kate McGaughey
Lou Anne Wagner
Judy Pravecek
Max Burroughs
Barbara Guthrie
Brian Balling
Wendi Steinberg
Nancy Adair
Sarah Sterzing-Sullivan
Henry Genova
Gianna Snowden
Max Alpigini
Joseph Davis

Birthdays

1
2

3
4
5
6
7
10
11
12

13
14
15

16

Anniversaries
1 Kelly & Cory Routh
8 Tom & Carolyn Gerace
13 Rusty & Portia Williams
14 Megan & Fred Warneke
21 Alex & Mary Jo Bradley
30 Jim & Brenda New
31 Erin & Dave Foley

Rise in Glory:
Nancy Arnold
Celeste Coleman

Welcome!
We welcome our new members!
Bob Schneeberger, Cindy Murphy &
Anne Marie Schneeberger
Meredith Miller
Tom, Tracy & Trevor Darr
Sid & Joanne Kilgore

We welcome our newly baptized!
Tim Colvin

We welcome our newly received!
Gene Black

We welcome new babies!
Eliza Pinckney
Audrey Schmidt
Henley Hoover

Congratulations & Thank you!
Our Chili Cook Off 2019 was a huge success! Thank you to everyone who entered their delicious chilis, the
ballot counters and to everyone who attended and voted for their favorite chili! The winners are: 3rd place Susan DeMayo, 2nd place - Barbara Guthrie, and 1st place went to Audra Snowden, who will represented our
church at the Diocesan Chili Cook Off on February 23rd where a good time was had by all!

OLD DONATION EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Weekly Worship Schedule

Sunday
8:00am
9:15am
10:30am
10:30am
5:00pm

Jesus Christ, Head of the Church
The Rt. Rev. James Magness, Bishop Diocesan Pro-Tem
The Rev. Robert J. Randall, Jr., Rector
The Rev. Ashley E. Urquidi, Associate Rector
The Rev. Fred Poteet, Priest Associate
Marta Cohen, Youth Minister
4449 N. Witchduck Road, Virginia Beach, 23455
Phone: 757-497-0563
odec@olddonation.org | www.olddonation.org

Holy Eucharist, Rite I
Christian Formation for everyone
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
The Gathering
Sundays@5 Informal HE

2nd Sunday of the Month
5:00pm
Paws, Prayers & Praise Eucharist

Thursday
Holy Eucharist
Bible Study

OLD DONATION EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL
Tricia Crawford & Jody Baker, Day School Directors
Phone: 757-499-2283
Ages 2, 3, 4 and Kindergarten
Day School Hours: 9:00 am - 12:20 pm
Monday - Friday
Early Drop Off & After School until 2:20 pm
odeds@olddonation.org

ELECTORNIC SERVICE REQUESTED

10:00am
11:00am
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