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Weekly in our Eucharistic prayer for Epiphany, we say, 
“Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you 
have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give 
the knowledge of the glory in the face of your Son, Jesus 
Christ.” 
 

We have entered the 8 weeks of Epiphany season, stuck 
between Christmas and Ash Wednesday. If you can 
think of Advent as “preparation” for Christmas, think 
of Epiphany as the season of “proclamation” of the 
central theme of our Christmas “celebration.” God has 
taken on flesh and entered our world with the purpose 
of redemption. Epiphany’s theme is how the LIGHT of 
Christ was made visible to the world. It is a season of 
signs.  
 

Like the massive displays of light in Times Square, 
Christ’s presence is intended to be visible to the whole 
world. Our gospel lessons start with the revealing to the 
Gentiles (the Magi who come from the East). The 
traditional signs that follow in Epiphany are: the 
baptism in the Jordan, changing water into wine, 
various healings, and always culminating with the 
Transfiguration on top of the mountain with Moses and 
Elijah.  
 

Epiphanies are usually described as “AHA” moments of 
revelation. But as the season that proclaims the good 
news of the Incarnation, those insights are specifically 
intended to help us recognize divinity in the midst of 
humanity.  
 

That’s one reason we picked the Wednesday night 
series. We will be talking about God seen in the 
ordinary elements of life. The Bible is full of examples, 
but we usually glamorize them so much that we fail to 
realize that God speaks a WORD into every aspect of 
life. I’m also teaching what we expect is a smaller adult 
class for Sunday mornings, focused on the Book of 
Revelation. In the Fall, I led us on a three week 
introduction. For Epiphany, we will get into the details 
and do more actual Bible study. If we become more 
literate with the Scripture, we will also become more 
effective “Living Epiphanies” as Christ’s light shines 
from our own lives.  
 

Christmas 
This past month of worship and fellowship has been a 
special time of blessing. Old Donation always has 

beautiful worship, particularly at Christmas. But this 
year seemed “charmed” beyond the normal. Great 
thanks have to go to the Altar Guild, St. Cecilia choir, 
and the Gathering Band. Also, easily missed is the 
wonderful contribution of the lectors, acolytes, ushers, 
greeters… and especially our “Megans” Barrio and 
Warneke who co-directed the Christmas Pageant on 
Christmas Eve. Remember too, that “LITURGY” means 
“work of the people” and you realize that every one of 
the over 700 people who were with us on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day made it truly a time of blessing. 
THANK YOU for a MERRY CHRISTMAS 
celebration.  
 

Annual Meeting 
I hope you will make special effort to attend our parish 
Annual Meeting at 9:15 on Sunday, January 27. You 
will hear us talk about what the parish has accomplished 
for 2018, goals for 2019, and the parish finances. We 
will elect four new members of the vestry and give 
thanks to the four who are concluding their terms. I will 
have new updates about the Building Project. We will be 
contemplating choices about how much to build and 
financing options. We are trying to keep everyone in the 
loop, so don’t miss out.  
 

“Bishop JAY” 
You might have noticed a different name in our prayers 
of the people on Sundays. We always pray for our 
bishop. For ten years the name you heard was “Holly” 
but he has retired as of December 31. The Rt. Rev. 
James (Jay) Magness has been appointed as our “Bishop 
Diocesan Pro-Tempore” which is a fancy title for an 
acting bishop. Many of you know +Jay because he has 
been here for Confirmation a couple times. He served 
in an administrative role for our diocese before being 
elected Suffragan Bishop of the Armed Forces and 
Federal Ministries. After he retired from that position a 
couple years ago he came back to live in Virginia Beach. 
+Jay is a friend to our parish and I am glad to have him 
as my bishop while we work to elect our new diocesan 
bishop later this year.  
 

CHILI CONTEST 
I’m looking forward to this new idea. And looking 
forward to some great chili. I hope you come and enjoy! 
God is good. 

 

From Our Rector 



 

  

From our Assistant Rector 

Leia turned one this month, January 7. 
 

It is impossible that a year has already gone by, but it has! 
And so much has been accomplished in that time. At the 
end of this month, we’ll be meeting together as a parish 
at 9:15 to take a look at everything we’ve done, and 
everything we hope to do this year (I’m talking about our 
Annual Meeting, just in case you were confused).  
 

It’s been a huge year for me and my family, personally. 
We added 3 new members to our Virginia Beach family, 
all girls, all January birthdays (we went from a 1:4 female 
to male ratio, to 4:4)! Leia was born, my sister moved 
from PA to live with us, and my father-in-law’s fiancé 
made the official move to be here from Austria. Levi 
started Kindergarten. We made a major renovation to the 
family room in our house. It’s been big. 
 

And now, with this brand shiny new year, we start the 
cycle again. I hope you’ll come to the Annual Meeting. 
Maybe you make a habit to be there every year. Maybe 
you’ve never been before. Maybe you go every now and 
then, but you drag your feet.  
 

Whatever the case, we need you. 
 

We need you to keep this vibrant parish alive. 
 

We need you to share in our successes, to brainstorm 
new ways through our roadblocks, to breathe life into 
this place. And you can’t do any of that if you don’t 
know where we’ve been or where we want to go.  
 

Do you know, for instance, that the infrastructure of our 
Day School has been totally reworked? Do you know how 
much our Outreach commission has given in food and 
finance? Do you know how our Good News commission 
changed its name from Evangelism and has been 
revitalized to spread that Good News? Do you know the 
vast and various ministry our Historic Traditions 
commission has done? 
 

I’m guessing each of you will answer “no” to at least one 
of those questions, and I could ask a whole lot more.  
 

So, come. Come and be in awe at the sheer amount of 
ministry that’s done in this place, that you had no idea 
of. Come and find new ways to be involved, if that’s what 
you’re looking for. Or just come and be present, to bear 
witness to how our little piece of God’s creation is 
changing the world.  

 

From Our Senior Warden 

Every year during the Stewardship season we hear about 
Time, Talent & Treasure, with the emphasis being on 
making our annual pledge to the Church. We are off to a 
great start this year, and many thanks from your Vestry!  
  

We have many here that offer their time and talent. Dur-
ing our recent Vestry meeting, we were reminded about 
the many talents among us that make things happen at 
Old Donation, much of the time where very little is said 
or even seen. Things like the Altar Guild that makes sure 
everything is just right for our services, or Bus Drivers, 
who transport our neighbors to services on Sunday. The 
list is incredibly long! Father Bob reminded me of a re-
cent time where they added up everyone involved to 
make a Sunday morning happen at Old Donation, and it 
was about 88 people. How blessed we are! 
  

If you know me, you know I have a passion for Out-
reach.  Although we have a great group of people in our 
Parish that lend their time and talent to those less fortu-
nate outside our Parish, I want to challenge you to look 
for opportunities to serve. No need to look hard to find 
someone that needs a helping hand. We serve a meal to 
Mission of the Holy Spirit 2x monthly, and need help 
with meal preparation and serving. We could do so much 
more with more help! Why not have arts and crafts with 
them, or help with homework?   
  

One Sunday a month we go to downtown Norfolk to 
“Feed My Sheep”. We have a core group we can count on 
helping, and lately we have had new people join us, in-
cluding some of the younger members of our church. If 
you want to see Jesus, watch a child giving food to the 
homeless.  
  

We want to do a Mission Trip next summer, either to the 
Eastern Shore to help Dos Santos, or maybe to North 
Carolina for hurricane relief. I would love to see and in-
tergenerational effort with adults and our high school age 
youth participating.  
  

So here is my challenge to you. During 2019, look for 
opportunities where you can share your Time and Tal-
ents. Seek out something new that you are willing to 
try. Join a commission where you have something to of-
fer. Make food for a funeral reception, start a used coat 
drive. Give an hour at the next yard clean up, or offer to 
help maintain the “Little Free Library”. There are so 
many opportunities to offer your Time and Talent.  You 
will bless others...and I promise you will be blessed! 
“Here I am Lord, send ME” 
  

~Bill Waide, Senior Warden   
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In December, our Design Team had meetings with our 
architect. Some were full committee meetings and some 
were smaller meetings between the architects and 
members of our commission with expertise in specific 
design areas. All dug a level deeper into our plans with 
the objective of clarifying requirements and finding areas 
of possible cost reduction. A  group of our commission 
also met with the architect and PACE Engineering, the 
architect’s subcontractor for Mechanical, Electrical and 
Plumbing (MEP) systems. The meeting looked at the 
HVAC systems (size, number of systems, location, need 
for a dedicated mechanical space, etc) and verifed our 
indoor and outdoor lighting requirements. This was a key 
area that impacts several cost areas in and around the 
building. Our interior design experts met with the 
architects to see samples of some of the interior materials 
that might be used, such as flooring types, styles and 
colors - an area with broad application throughout the 
project, offering room for possible cost savings. The 
results of these meetings were provided to the general 
contractor for incorporation into their forthcoming 
project cost estimates, which we expect in early January. 
 

We also met with the kitchen group to discuss details of 
the last phase of the kitchen work, which we anticipate 
accomplishing by mid January. We are pleased that the 
kitchen work costs are falling well within the budget 
approved by our Vestry. 
 

The site plan has moved well through the city council 
and most of their questions have been  answered. There 
are a few steps that must be completed for official 
approval, but we will not be able to submit them until we 
have finalized the project plans. We are confident in 
those areas that there is nothing that will delay approval 
once the information has been provided. 
 

The next Bell Ringer will be the March edition. It is 
important that the process we will be using in January 
and February is understood by all. As we flesh out the 
design plans and receive more detailed total cost 
estimates, the commission will detail the building costs 
associated with constructing the entire project, as well as 
with building each phase (Great Hall, library in place of 
the courtyard, and new education wing) individually. We 
will also assemble the cost of equipping and furnishing 
the rooms (tables, chairs, dry erase boards, cabinets, 
audio-visual equipment, etc). This information will be 
furnished to the Vestry, who will then decide whether we 
can build the entire project, just the Great Hall, or a 
combination of the Great Hall and other phases. Once 
finalized and approved, we will sign a construction 
contract with the general contractor and ground breaking 
will quickly follow.  ~John Sherman, Vestry Liaison 

Buildings & Facilities Legacy Society of 1637 

Make Old Donation a Part of Your Life Story 
Some events are predictable, ask Marta and Drew Cohen 
as their daughter Maja Joy Cohen arrived on her sched-
uled birth date, November 29.  The December 1 email 
photos of the new parents with radiant happy smiles were 
exceeded by a smiling Father Bob holding Maja following  
her anointing 
 

At ODEC we know that life can be unpredictable: an un-
expected fall, broken bone, hospitalization, or change of 
living arrangement  These unforeseen events may mean 
that you are not able to be as charitable as you would like 
to be. Some of the most meaningful gifts received by the 
ODEC Endowment Fund have come after their lifetime.  
Many of these planned gifts can be altered as your cir-
cumstances change. 
 

Here are two easy ways you can enjoy the benefits of 
giving that also keep your commitment to the Old Do-
nation Episcopal Church Endowment Fund flexible. 
 

• A gift in your will can be given as a set amount, or as 
a percentage of your estate, or made contingent upon 
certain circumstances. 

 

This gift ensures that you and your family have the re-
sources you need now and that ODEC will have support 
in the future. 
 

• You can name the Trustees of the Old Donation 
Episcopal Church Endowment Fund as a beneficiary 
of all or a percentage of your retirement plan assets or 
life insurance policy. 

 

All you have to do is fill out the respective beneficiary 
designation form, which you can request from your plan 
or policy administrator. You remain in complete control 
of these assets during your lifetime and can spend the 
money as you wish. By naming the ODEC Endowment 
Fund as a beneficiary, you simply allow for your left over 
funds, or a portion of those funds, to transfer to the Trus-
tees of the Old Donation Endowment Fund after your 
lifetime. 
 

For more information  about making a Legacy Gift, con-
tact the church office or Earl Morris, Planned Giving 
Committee, 757-464-1062. 

mailto:burrova@verizon.net


 

 

What Is Your Faith Story?  
 

Would you like to share your faith story with others? 
Has your worship with the ODEC community helped 
you, and would you be willing to talk about it?  
 

Our newly formed evangelism ministry team—the Good 
News Vestry Commission—is launching a new project 
during Lent: an informal video series called What Is 
Your Faith Story? Inspired by Dr. David Gortner’s book 
Transforming Evangelism, the videos will be short, casual 
interviews with members of our congregation who want 
to share their story about God’s presence in their lives.  
 

Our goal is to create engaging, easily shareable videos—
much like the recent Stewardship series--that resonate 
with a wide variety of people and welcome them to 
come get to know the ODEC community.  
 

Some examples of things you might like to share: 
 

• What brought you to the Episcopal faith and 
ODEC? 

• If you fell out of relationship with God for a while, 
what brought you back? 

• Coming to the Episcopal faith from another 
tradition 

• A “God moment” in your life that changed you 
• How has God made his presence known and felt in 

your life?  
 

We’re looking for people of all ages, backgrounds and 
experiences to share their stories. “Informal” is 
definitely the approach. It will be as easy as sitting down 
and having coffee with a friend.  
 

Interested and have half an hour free in January or 
February? Please contact team members Cheryl Kepner 
at 757-285-0400 or Chaille Lindo (pron: SHALL-lee) at 
757-575-5339  

Good News 

An Easy New Year’s Resolution 
 

Are you already finding it difficult to keep your New 
Year’s Resolutions? Well, here’s an easy one for some of 
you. Resolve to turn in your 2019 Annual ODEC Pledge 
card! While this “Resolution” is presented a bit ‘tongue-
in-cheek,’ we are currently still waiting to receive pledges 
from folks who pledged last year. Your Vestry counts on 
a robust pledge return rate to help it make decisions on 
that year’s budget. It is really important for the health of 
the administration of all of our programs and missions. 
So, if you still haven’t returned the annual pledge card 
you received in your Red Envelope, please plan now to 
bring your card in on Sunday, contact the church office, 
or pledge here online. 

Give to ODEC online! 
 

It’s easy, fast, and convenient. Make a 
one-time gift, or a recurring dona-
tion. Don’t worry about missing a 
Sunday, or messing with offering envelopes! 

Valuing our Blessings 
 

Total Pledge and Plate Received $575,152 
Total Pledge and Plate Budget (YTD) $590,000 
Budget Received Difference  -$14,848 
 

Number of Pledging Units to General Fund 199 
 

Building Fund $360,681 
Mission of the Holy Spirit  $4,236 
Outreach (all other)     $13,038 
Clergy Discretionary Fund                     $8,910 
Worship  $21,155 
Julia Tucker Scholarship Fund (Day School) $1,108 

Stewardship 

Wedding Bells are Ringing!  Spring will be here soon, 
which means it’s time for the wedding team to prepare for 
the upcoming wedding season. This preparation stage is also 

a good time to expand the team and recruit new members. For those who may be interested in joining the team, or are 
just curious, what does the wedding team do? Very simply, we coordinate and direct all weddings held at Old Donation, 
from the planning stage through to the actual ceremony. Anyone, of any age, who enjoys working with people is wel-
come to join the wedding team. Although weddings are a ministry under the Altar Guild, membership in the Altar 
Guild is not required. Training is provided; no experience is necessary. The schedule is flexible, and since weddings usu-
ally are scheduled months in advance, team members are assigned according to their availability. If you are interested in 
joining the team, or if you would like more information, please contact Janet Forbes, 757-671-1677, or Martha Wilson, 
310-430-2306 

Altar Guild - Wedding Team 

mailto:cta1718@gmail.com
mailto:chaille16@cox.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfP-W0q112gmvQbvMjh8of-KdjeSNVBidma5XEavhxnLiPMbw/viewform?usp=send_form
https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1696
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Working for the Weekend? 
January 13 & 20 

 

On average, working takes up 30% of our time each day— 
that’s a lot! How can we find ways to view work not as the 
secular world so often does, but from the Christian 
framework? Join Mother Ashley and Will Skiles, our resi-
dent professor, as we explore a theology of work and how 
to experience joy within ALL that we do. 
 

Crisis Across Time 
Sundays in February 

 

Professor and parishioner Will Skiles takes us back in 
time to Nazi Germany, where we as Christians will wit-
ness how our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ re-
sponded to the religion and politics of the Nazi regime. 
From the problem of Nazism and its effect on the 
church, to the church’s response, to individual theologi-
ans’ responses (Dietrich Bonhoeffer in particular), we aim 
to cover it all! 

Bible Study with Fr. Bob 
The Revelation to John 

Jan 13, 20; all of February, March  3 
 

Fr. Bob will lead a study of “Revelation.” This will dive 
more deeply into the text and meaning. We will ex-
plore the letters to the “7 Churches” and related ad-
vice for contemporary Christians. The study will in-
clude what Revelation may have meant to early Chris-
tian churches, and faithful ways to interpret and apply 
the symbolic world of Revelation. We will be more 
detail oriented than in the introduction Bob led last 
Fall. The study will last 6 weeks and end before Lent 
begins. 

All That’s Cool in Sunday School 
 
Cycle 4: The Good Shepherd 
Lesson Weeks: January 6-27 
 

Kitchen: Pretzel shepherds and marsh-
mallow sheep! 
Story: Psalm 23, in word and game  
Movie: Finding Nemo (like God finds us) 
Drama: Run and jump through Psalm 23  
 

Cycle 5: The Moses Chronicle 
Lesson Weeks: February 3-March 3 

 

Art: Mosaic Tile Commandments 
Story: The plagues have hit! 

Drama: Take an Exodus walk 
Movie: Prince of Egypt 

*Feb 17: Craft Day 

What Anglicans  

Believe 
 

In theology, the classic question is, 
“How do we know what we say we 
know about God?” In this five week 

course we will examine some of the great stories of the 
Bible and how they shape our understanding of God. 
 

Begins February 3 in the Library.  
Led by The Rev. Kipper DeGavre. 

11th, 12th & Beyond... 
In the Spirit of the Circle 

 

A new class for 11th and 12th graders! Building on your 
knowledge of Christian traditions from J2A and your Pil-
grimage experience, we will discuss a wide variety of top-
ics aimed at deepening our engagement with spirituality 
through the lens of understanding our history as individ-
uals, as Christians, and as a Church. We will utilize the 
rich storytelling of Native American and Indigenous peo-
ples, connecting Native American narratives with stories 
of the Old and New Testaments as we explore together 
how our faith can grow and transform. Led by Holly 
Waide and John Michael Payne in Father Bob’s office. 

Formation Hour: Sundays 9:15-10:15 



 

 

 Episcopal Youth Community 
 

The Schedule: 
5:00pm- Songs and Scripture at Sundays@5 service 
in church  
5:15pm- Group discussion & prayer in the Parish 
Hall  
5:30-6:00pm- FOOD!!!  
6:00-7:00pm- FUN!!  
7:00pm- Pick up  
 

The Extras: 
Jan 20: Escape Room 
Are you good under pressure? Do you have what it 
takes to make it out alive? Then we need YOU! All 
youth will meet at the Chili Cookoff for some food 
and fellowship, before heading off to the Escape 
Room. Afterwards, a SweetFrog treat is in order!  
Cost is $15/youth 
For multiple-child families, $5 only for each addition-
al youth.  
Contact Melissa Waide to RSVP or with any ques-
tions. 

Wednesday Nights  
 

EVERYDAY GOD 
(The Spirit of the Ordinary) 

 

For years I have wanted to spend time with this 
collection of Bible studies written by Paula Good-
er. She is a British New Testament scholar who 
has taught occasionally in the U.S. I was guided 
to read her work by Kathy Grieb (my NT profes-
sor from Virginia Seminary) while I was on sab-
batical in 2013.  
 

Ashley and I will co-teach this series of lessons,  
focusing on how the Bible leads us to see God in 
ordinary places, people and life. This is critical 
for our regular lives, where God is always speak-
ing, but we are often not listening. “Ordinary” 
seems out of fashion, but it is really where we 
spend most of our lives. Not every day is Christ-
mas or Easter. Using familiar Biblical passages, 
we will see an ‘ordinary’ God and ‘ordinary’ peo-
ple in ‘ordinary’ situations living in and for extra-
ordinary purposes. In these six Wednesdays lead-
ing to Ash Wednesday, we will see how extraordi-
nary is our ordinary life. Join us for Wednesdays 
in January and February, beginning Jan 16.  
 
Yesterday I saw a daisy 
Like a shining mirror of the dawn. 
The day before I walked over it without thought. 
Yesterday I saw. 

Youth Sunday: February 10th 
 

It’s almost time for Youth Sunday! Each year the 
ministry of our young people is brought into the 
heart of our worship to bless 
all. If you’re a youth (6th-12th 
grade) and are ready to sign up 
for a ministry role as a reader, 
greeter, chalice bearer, acolyte, 
or prayer leader, contact Mother Ashley for ways to 
be involved.  

Youth Vestry Representative 
 

It is time to look for our next Youth Vestry Repre-
sentative! We are grateful for Megan Barrio’s work 
and input over this last year as she served on the ves-
try.  
 

Youth in 10th or 11th grade are eligible to serve on 
vestry. Any youth who runs for the Vestry must be 
able to attend the meetings the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month. A vote will take place on Sunday, January 
28th. Contact Mother Ashley if you would like to 
run for youth representative. 

Youth Sunday School 
 

Rite 13: Over the next few weeks, the Putzigs and 
Neumanns will lead you on a journey of identity! 
Join in the discussions of how we see God within 
ourselves, others, and the world— and how gen-
der can play a part in it all. 
 

J2A: Tom & Carolyn Gerace and Michelle 
Vasquez will be taking you through the history of 
the church and into our world today!  
 

11th & 12th Grades: See page 6 for details! 

mailto:Melissa.Waide@chkd.org
mailto:aurquidi@olddonation.org
mailto:aurquidi@olddonation.org
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Vestry Candidates 2019 

Paige Martin 
I have attended Old 
Donation since the 
early 1990s and typ-
ically attend the 
10:30am service in 
the Church. This 
church is truly 
unique in the diver-
sity of opportunities 
for service and wor-
ship. Currently, I 
sing in the St. Cecilia Choir, and I am a lay read-
er/Eucharistic minister (chalicer) at that service. 
I also regularly attend Paws Prayers and Praise! 
I’m motivated to serve on the vestry out of a de-
sire to support and further Old Donation’s mis-
sion. I bring a desire to serve in any way needed. 

We will elect four vestry members during our Annual Parish Meeting on January 27 at 
9:15am. We have four retiring members: John Brown, Vicki Dorsett, Laura Hicks, and Chip Saunders. 
Qualifications include: being an active member (over the age of 16) on the rolls of this parish who has been 

confirmed or received as a member into the Episcopal Church; someone who partici-
pates in the regular life of worship and ministry; a person who contributes to the mis-
sion and ministry of the parish; commitment to a regular life of prayer and support of 
other vestry members and the parish.  
 

The work of vestry is spiritual and functional leadership of our ministry. The vestry is 
responsible for discerning direction, establishing budgets for operation, and serving as 
a liaison to the various ministry commissions. There are monthly meetings of the ves-
try and periodic meetings of the commissions. It is not overly time consuming, but at 
times in the year requires more attention for planning and retreats. Presence and par-

ticipation in the life of the congregation is of the highest value.  
 

If you see this might be a time for you to serve, or if you have questions, speak to one of the clergy or pre-
sent vestry members (listed on page 9).  

Chaille Lindo 
I felt a part of Old Donation the moment I entered in 
March 2018! I normally attend Sundays@5. 
 

My love just before services 
begin, with time to center & 
open myself, acknowledge those 
around me, and know I am not 
alone in my quest to know God 
better. I love that everyone is sin-
cerely welcoming and inclusive.     
 

I have worked Feed My Sheep - 
truly meaningful to help those 
less fortunate. The Altar Guild 
has become a passion. I have also 
begun attending the Good News Commission to help 
increase our congregation and perhaps help to bring back 
some who have been missing. I’ve enjoyed volunteering 
for Oyster Roast, Creations and Libations, and the up-
coming Chili Cook-off. And last but not least, Ladies 
Game Night is full of fun and fellowship!    
 

I have always felt an inner need to contribute to anything 
I participate in, hopefully in a positive way to either rein-
force it or help take it in a new direction.  I know I am 
new to this parish and many don’t know me, but I am 
reliable, trustworthy, and methodical in my thinking.  
 

I have the gift of communication, verbally more than elec-
tronically. I have empathy and compassion for those in 
need. I speak my mind, hopefully in a constructive way 
and am inquisitive and eager to learn.  

Vestry: [ves-tree] 3. Episcopal 
Church. a committee elected by mem-
bers of a congregation to serve with 
the churchwardens in managing the 

temporal affairs of the church. 



 

 

Tony Putzig 
 

I have been a member of Old 
Donation for about 4 years 
and typically attend the 10:30 
Gathering service 
 

I love the welcoming nature 
of the church. Since the first 
time my family attended, we 
felt right at home.  This called 
me to begin volunteering in several different areas. 
First,  I loved chairing the Oyster Roast.  This was a 
great way for me to get to know a lot of people within 
the church community.  Second,  Mentoring the Rite 
13 group for the past 2 years has been a wonderful and 
fulfilling experience.  Watching the kids grow in their 
faith truly warms my heart. Lastly,  Serving the Parish 
Life Commission has been wonderful.  This has provid-
ed me the opportunity to learn about many different 
areas through sponsoring and co-sponsoring different 
events.   
 

Most people know that I love to cook.  Preparing large 
meals for events and organizing large events brings me 
great peace.  I enjoy the comradery that comes along 
with it as well.  I have developed several valuable friend-
ships working in the ODEC kitchen. 
 

I feel leadership and resourcefulness are two of my 
greatest gifts.  I enjoying helping the church community 
in any way I can.   

2018 Vestry 
Bill Waide, Senior Warden 
Laura Hicks, People’s Warden | Finance 
John Brown, Buildings & Grounds 
Vicki Dorsett, Good News 
Chip Saunders, Congregational Care 
John Sherman, Building & Facilities Planning 
Michelle Stephenson, Parish life 
Holly Swanson, Day School 
Rebecca Barrio, Christian Formation 
Mitch Bean, Outreach 
Brad Croteau, Historic Traditions 
Brennon Pope, Stewardship 
Megan Barrio, Youth Representative 

Joe Tucker 
My wife and I became part of the 
ODEC community in June, 2016, 
when we moved here from New Or-
leans. I enjoy singing in the choir 
and serving as chalicer and lector at 
the 10:30am service. Occasionally I 
attending the Gathering and Sun-
days@5. 
 

What I most love about ODEC is being part of a Chris-
tian community that is welcoming, inclusive, and gener-
ous. 
 

I attend Men’s Breakfast - when I can manage to rise 
early. I have found two years of study and reflection in 
EfM quite meaningful, and I have another one to go. I 
have helped our Outreach programs at the JCOC and 
in Norfolk. I have participated in the Formation Com-
mission and the Capital Construction Committee, and 
will continue to contribute whatever I can to the 
“exciting quest” (to quote from one of  Fr. Bob’s ser-
mons) of the community at ODEC. I especially enjoy 
the presentations and discussion at Sunday Christian 
Formation and the Wednesday evening programs. 
 

I wish to serve on vestry so that I may broaden my par-
ticipation in this community of many friends who are 
on the same spiritual journey that I am.   
 

My God given gifts? I can listen, and I can think and I 
enjoy planning. During  my career I was  involved in 
renovation projects, including  a large capital improve-
ment project at a K-12 school in New Orleans.  I also  
worked as a construction manager for a building inspec-
tion firm.  

Christmas Spirit at Men’s Breakfast! 
At 7:00am every Wednesday the men of Old Donation are invited 
to gather in Tucker Hall for breakfast and fellowship.  We open 
with a prayer followed by breakfast and a program.  The cost of the 
breakfasts is a $2.00 donation. 
 

These programs are presented by each of us on a rotating basis. The 
programs cover the gamut. Most recently, Jim Pernini presented an 
enlightening account of Revolutionary War hero, General Henry 
Knox, who liberated Boston from the British. On the Wednesday 
before Christmas Mike McGraw shared a video on the geography of 
the Holy Land and its influence on Jesus, who used the geography 
and agricultural practices to leaven his teachings. We then discussed 
how we celebrate Christmas in our lives. Somehow, the topic of can 
openers emerged! You never know! 
 

Come, join us Wednesday mornings. With Epiphany here, now is a 
good time to set your 2019 goals to include Men’s Breakfast Fellow-
ship!  
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What’s Going on... 

Paws, Prayers & Praise  
 

An informal, pet-friendly Holy Eucharist  
January 13th and February  10th  

 5:00pm  
This is a great opportunity to bring a guest 

who might not attend a regular service! 

JOY Dinner Group 
 

Friday, 18 January 
5:30pm @ Bonefish Grill 
 

Friday, 15 February 
5:30pm Ynot Italian - Great Neck  
 

RSVP to David Eckhardt 757-340-4811  

 Old Donation Episcopal Day School 

Registration for 2019 - 2020! 
 

Parishioner’s  Registration Date: 
  January 15 @11:30am 

 

 Classes for Ages 2 – Kindergarten 
  Early Drop and Extended Day Available 

Registration forms are available  
online at www.olddonation.weebly.com 

     

odeds@olddonation.org | call for a tour!  499-2283  
 

I can’t believe it is already time to register the new 
school year! Please note the date for Parishioners!  
Registration opens to you before we open registra-
tion to new families on the 16th!   
 

We also have three openings now for 4-year-olds! 
 

Tricia Crawford & Jody Baker 

Co-Directors 

AN INVITATION FROM YOUR CLERGY 
 

For good food, good conversation, and getting to know 
your clergy better, we have a special invitation for those of 
you who have been attending Old Donation for a year or 
less, possibly even for just a few weeks, but never had a 
chance to attend a newcomer’s dinner.   

Meet. Greet. Eat. 
 

We provide everything you need to have a good 
time: all you need to do is to make a reservation 
and show up. 

Sunday, 27 January, 6:00pm  
in the Parish Hall 

 

We hope you will attend! Please RSVP so we may 
plan. Children are welcome! Contact Judy Kuhns, 
jkuhns809@cox.net, or (757) 343-6740 for details. 

Ladies’ Game Night 
Friday, 1 February  

7:00pm, Alfriend House 
Bring a friend and something to snack on 
for laughter, discussion, maybe a game, 
and a lot of fellowship! Some libations 
provided.  
 

Babysitters provided, but must contact 
one week prior. Contact Martha Wilson 
310-430-2306. 

Calling all cooks to make your Best Chili!  
Get ready for some friendly Diocesan competition with other 
parishes in our first chili cook-off! The winner of this cook-off 
will be invited to participate in our Diocesan chili cook-off on 
Saturday, 23 February at Eastern Shore Chapel.  

Sign up on the Parish Life bulletin board! 

mailto:davideckhardt2002@yahoo.com
http://olddonation.weebly.com/index.html
mailto:odeds@olddonation.org
mailto:jkuhns809@cox.net


 

 

January & February Celebrations 

13 Ainslie Anderson 
 Christina Merry 
 Grace Horvath 
 Ashley Urquidi 
 David Beach  
 Naomi James 
14 Jan Packard 
15 Nancy Arnold 
 Joan Miller 
16 Terri Piston 
 Lochlan Hoover 
 Lynn Coull 
17 Keith Moore 
18 Rob Brown 
 Angeline Groce 
 Alexia El-Attar 
19 Ryan Parker 
20 Karen Ludwig 
 Mary Jo Bradley 
21 Mark Erickson 
22 Kathryn Cintron 
23 Tom Ackiss 
24 Mike Jones 
 George Weeks 
 Edward Warneke 
 Susan Crockett 
25 Stuart Forbes 
 Russ Sheldon 

January 
1 John Brown, Sr. 
 Betty Sherman 
 Janet Neumann 
2 Ronald Hall 
 Fred Poteet 
3 Ruth Ann Campbell 
 Darden Purrington 
4 Boo Burroughs 
 Samantha Brittain 
5 Dillon Miller 
 Cassie Wellford 
6 Brenden Jones 
7 Harry Lustig, Jr. 
 Dave Wilkinson 
 Robert Johnson 
 Leia Urquidi 
8 Robyn Waltrip 
9 Tom Gerace 
 Harper Peters 
10 Michele Purrington 
 Fred Myers 
 Patti Somers 
 Allison Small 
11 Page O'Flaherty 
 Zachary Suttle 
12 Barbara Drew 
 Benjamin Perry 

January Anniversaries 

3    Melanie & Jon Waggoner 
7    Carol & Alan Ormond 
12  Tom & Joan Crockett 
14  Dan & Janie Bowen      
18  Julie & Tim O’Brien 
21  Carol & Bill Hart          
22  Timothy & Christina Merry 
27  DiAnn & Lew Friedrichsen 
28  Bob & Chris Randall 
30  Gary & Katherine Kline            
February Anniversaries 

4     David & Jo Beach 
6     Yvonne & Mike Reynolds 
13   Brian & Diane Miller 
14   Amy & Reese Young 
  Barbara & Jim Webster 
20   Lee & Sally Gordon  
22   Kent & Debbie Ross  
26   David & Pamela Bowles 

 

We welcome our new babies! 
Maja Joy Cohen 

Nash Daniel Lind 

 Richard Kuhr 
 Jade Tsai 
 Felix Tsai, Jr. 
8 Gene Allender 
 Donna Bulleit 
 Sara Check 
 Robert Epps 
9 Colin Martin 
 Peggy Allen 
 Ginny Bandelean 
 Hannah Hunt 
 Sterling Taylor 
10 Ann Perry 
 Smith Mistr 
11 Gracie Galvez 
 Sabrina Waide 
12 Bob Perrine 
13 Rachel Ruhl 
 Robby Ruhl 
14 Bill Dudley, Jr. 
 Matt Piston 
15 Richard DeLacey 
16 Al Allen 
 Rob Bradshaw 
 Carolyn Hayes 
17 Zach Neumann 

 Diane Shaver 
 Mike Check 
 Martha Wilson 
 Ricky Barrio 
 Alexzandir Balling 
19 Glenn Scott 
 Sandy Colvin 
 Stephen Fleming 
20 Barbette Timperlake 
 Evelyn Wool 
 Cheryl Sutherland 
22 Laura Scott 
 Kelli Hoover 
23 Gloria Brown 
 Wayles Haynes 
24 Savannah Vaughan 
25 Emily Mistr 
26 Jane Robinson 
 Susan Ruhl 
 Jonathan Teeling 
 Heidi Stanley 
 Sandra Wills 
27 Kevin Epps 
28 Joey Cheri 
 Milana Littmann 
 John Rice 
 

 Marcia Torres 
26 Will Walker 
 Dick Bolen 
 Don Gibboney 
 Erik Grossgold 
 Adam Mistr 
27 Carrie Liverman 
 Parker Schmidt 
 Tim Oswald 
28 Jacob Miller 
 Mike Casey 
30 Reef Casey 
 Brian Wubker 
 Cheryl Kepner 
31 Bowen Huntley 

February 
2 Lindsey McCarty 
 Gregory Epps 
3 Linda Kuhr 
4 Kathleen Weinberg 
5 Joanna Gerace 
 Anna Brunick 
6 Tom Crockett, Sr. 
 Kieran Anderson 
 Sonya Grossgold 
7 Dot Tripician 
 Kell Perry 

 

Rise in Glory: 
 

Clara Jensen 

Thank you to everyone who helped make Creations & 
Libations such a success!  The artists, the musician, the 
helpers, the bartenders, the ticket sales people, and YOU, 
the attendees and shoppers! We raised close to $1200 for 
OUTREACH. Thank you to all of the artists who donated 
25% of their sales! Merry Christmas, indeed!  

Maureen Loflin in India,  

participating in Operation Smile! 

 

Welcome, new member! 
 

Lynn Coull 
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ELECTRONIC SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Weekly Worship Schedule 
Sundays 
  8:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
  9:15am Christian Formation  
10:30am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
10:30am The Gathering HE 
  5:00pm Sundays@5 Holy Eucharist 
 

2nd Sunday of each Month 
  5:00pm Paws, Prayers & Praise 
  

Thursdays 
10:00am Holy Eucharist                                          
11:00am Bible Study 

OLD DONATION EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Jesus Christ, Head of the Church 

The Rt. Rev. James Magness, Bishop Diocesan Pro-Tem 
The Rev. Robert J. Randall, Jr., Rector 

The Rev. Ashley E. Urquidi, Assistant Rector 
The Rev. Fred Poteet, Priest Associate 

Marta Cohen, Youth Minister 
4449 N. Witchduck Road, Virginia Beach, 23455 

Phone: 757-497-0563 
odec@olddonation.org | www.olddonation.org 

 

OLD DONATION EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL 
Tricia Crawford & Jody Baker, Day School Directors 

Phone: 757-499-2283 
Ages 2, 3, 4 and Kindergarten 

Day School Hours: 9:00 am - 12:20 pm  
Monday - Friday 

Early Drop Off & After School until 2:20 pm 
odeds@olddonation.org 

http://www.olddonation.org/

